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Their use in Australia is not widespread,
though with a few operating in the various
States it can be expected that, as our
population increases and new models are
produced, their numbers will increase,

Consequently the Australian Transport
Advisory Committee, a joint Common-
wealth-State organisation, has seen fit to
examine the prospective impact which air
cushion vehicles will have in Australia and
what measures become desirable and
necessary for their control.

Resulting from these studies the com-
mittee has drawn up and adopted a
standard code of regulations. This code
deals with the structural and technical
specifications of air cushion vehicles and
the qualifications of drivers.

Legislative authority is required in all
States if this code is to be applied on an
Australia-wide basis and this initial legis-
lation will doubtless bring about conse-
quential amendments in good time to
several Acts—such as the Loeal Govern-
ment Act and the Traffic Act, to mention
but two.

The Government has also accepfed a
recommendation from the State officers
committee which examined the question of
application of the regulations in Western
Australin that the third party insurance
reguirement should be extended to include
any vessel carrying fare-paying passengers
on inland waters or within any harbour,
and I commend the Bill to the House,

Debate adjourned, an motion by The
Hon. Clive Griffiths.

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE

THE HON. J. DOLAN (South-East
Metropolitan—Leader of the House) [5.44
pm.l: I move—

That the House do now adjourn.

I want to draw the attention of members
to one matter. A big legislative programme
will be placed before the House and I feel
that members should get down to the busi-
ness of making their contributions to the
Address-in-Reply as soon as possible. They
have had a long while to prepare their
material, and if they have not had the
opportunity to do so previously, they now
have one to bring their contributions up
to date by including matters which have
occurred in recent weeks.

I see the possibility that if there is a
delay in legislation which will be coming
before this House we may have to sit late
at night. Also, we may have to sit affer
tea on Thursdays and that is something
which we devoutly do not want to happen,
I would prefer that we finish at a reason-
able time on Tuesday and Wednesday
evenings and, if possible, at tea time on
Thursday nights.

I want to be extremely reascnable in the
madter and I ask for the co-operation of
all members. If members respond we will
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all be much heappier. None of us wants
an undesirable situation to develop. I ask
for the overall co-operation of members in
this House, and ask them to get down to
the task and not to put their speeches off
so that the debate has to be adjourned
night after night.

'THE HON. A. F. GRIFFITH (North
Metropolitan—Leader of the Opposition)
[5.46 p.m.): I sympathise with the Minijs-
ter in his desire fo complete the Address-
in-Reply debate as soon as possible. How-
ever, I feel that he should repeat his mes-
sage next Tuesday afternoon for reasons
which are fairly obvious at the moment.

I proffer the suggestion that If the
Address-in-Reply debate were io collapse
at this moment, the Government would be
out of business. Whilst I do not want to
commit myself to openly supporting the
two Bills which are on the notice paper, on
brief examination they do not seem to be
very contentious.

I will speak to my colleagues in this
House with a view to dispensing with the
Address-in-Reply in an appropriate time,
bearing in mind that members are entitled
to take up some time to address the House
on matters of importance to themselves
and ftheir electorates.

The conduct of the session will depend
very largely on the management of the
legislative programme by the Government.
Without being overeritical I would say that
unless the sitvation improves on what it
was last year then the difficulty which the
Leader of the House has foreshadowed
may arise.

Question put and passed.
House adjourned at 548 pm.

Legislative Assembly

Thursday, the 22nd March, 1973

The SPEAKER (Mr. Norton) took the
Chair at 11.00 a.m., and read prayers.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY: FOURTH DAY
Motion

Debate resumed, from the 21st March,

on the following motion by Mr. Bateman—

That the following Address-in-Reply

to His Excellency’'s Speech be agreed
to—

May it please Your Excellency:
We the Legislative Assembly of
the Parllament of the State of
Western Australia in Parliament
assembled, beg to exXpress loyalty
to our Most Gracious Sovereign,
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and to thank Your Excellency for
the Speech you have been pleased
to address to Parltament.

MR. MAY (Clontarf — Minister for
Mines) [11.02 am.]: I think this Is an
opportune time for me to make some com-
ments regarding the recently established
Puel and Power Commission. Lately we
have seen a great deal of publicity regard-
Ing the proposed national grid system for
natural gas, and also some publicity in
other areas of energy in Western Austra-
Ha. In view of the fact that the commis-
sion has now been established I feel I
should meke a report to Parliament.

Firstly, I would like to commend the
private sector. I refer to the Chamber of
Mines, the Chamber of Commerce, and
the Chamber of Manufactures; and I com-
mend them for the co-operation they
extended to me, the department, and the
Government when we were formulating
the legislation which was presented to
Parliament last year. I think that was a
very good exerclse in linison between Gov-
ernment and private industry because we
got together to endeavour to compile legis-
lation which would be acceptable to Par-
lament. I think members will recall that
the legislation proceeded through boath
Houses in a most expeditious manner and
with very few amendments. This is an
Indication that it pays dividends to get
people together to discuss matters in the
way we did.

I think the subject is so important that
it 1s necessary for me to detail what has
transpired since the establishment of the
Fuel and Power Commisslon, the appoint-
ment of the new commissioner, and what
we envisage will take place in the future.
I would like briefly to outllne some of the
principal things which the Government
has undertaken in the general ares of fuel
and energy. Members will recall that the
Fuel, Energy and Power Resources Act
was considered by this Chamber in August
of last year and, followlng its passage in
another place, was assented to on the 13th
October, 1972. The Act was proclaimed in
the Government Gazetle on the 3rd No-
vemnber, 1972, and came into operation on
that date.

Members will recall that the Act calls
for the creation of the Fuel and Power
Commission of Western Australla and the
Fuel! and Power Advisory Council. Appli-
cations for the position of commissioner
were sought throughout Australia and the
world. More than 80 applications were
recelved from overseas and within Aus-
tralla; and Mr. J. B. Kirkwood, formerly a
senjor officer in the Electricity Commission
of New South Wales, was selected. Mr.
Kirkwood@ has pow taken up his duties
and the three members of the commission
have been appointed In accordance with
the provisions of the Act. The officers are
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the permanent heads of the Department
of Development and Decentralisation and
the Mines Department, and the General
l\lfmnager of the State Electricity Commis-
sion.

The Leader of the Opposition has made
reference to the fact that Mr. Kirkwood's
experience has been in the electrical power
industrv. This is true, but it 1s not pos-
sible to appoint someone with experience
in all aspects of the energy industry. Mr.
Kirkwood is a man with exiensive experi-
ence in the evaluation of alternative fuels
and sources of energy for power generation
—nuclear, hydro, and the various forms of
fossil fuel. Further, he is a man who comes
to us with a real awareness of the import-
ance to the people of Western Australia
of optlmum development of our fuel and
energy rescurces.

It 1s my view that, as a newcomer, our
Commissioner for Fuel and Power might
reasonably be given an opporfunity to
settle into his position without un-
warranted harassment by the Leader of
the Opposition.

Sir Charles Court: He has received no
harassment at all from us.

Mr. MAY: Last evening the Leader of the
Opposition commented that he was con-
cerned about owr appointing somebody
with experience only in power generation.
I think it is a4 most unsatisfactory state of
affalrs that when we appoint somebody
whom we think has suitable qualifications,
the Leader of the Opposition quickly
gpposes him.

Sir Charles Court: We did not oppose
him at all. We were asking for inform-
ation. Don’t ke s0 mean and small minded.

Mi1. MAY: The Leader of the Opposition
is always ready to criticise. but it is in-
teresting to note that during the 12 years
his Government was in office no effort was
made to form a fuel and power commis-
sion.

Sir Charles Court: That 15 not true.

Mr. MAY: However, once this Govern-
ment commences to do so it is criticised.

Sir Charles Court: You based your Bill
on the research we did.

Mr. MAY: The records will show that
the present Government was responsible
ifar the establishment of the Fuel and
Power Commission.

Sir Charles Court: Nothing of the sort.
The technical work was done by the pre-
vious Government,

My, MAY: Mr. C. T. Pullan, represent-
ing the interests of the West Australian
Chamber of Manufactures (Ine.) and Mr.
I. H. Came, representing the interests of
the Chamber of Mines of Western Austra-
lia, have been appointed as permanent
members of the advisory council, with
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olher members to be appointed when ap-
propriate. I think that is a good idea be-
cause it gives us flexibllity,. We will be
able to call on people in the business world
with specialised knowledge as and when
required. I think the flexibility of the
council will be an important factor in the
operations of the commission,

The nucleus of a staff has heen
appcinted, and the Fuel and Power Com-
mission has now established its offices at
St. George's Court, 16 St. George's Ter-
race. The commission is already well ad-
vanced with several important and poten-
tially far-reaching investigations and will,
of course, keep me informed on a continu-
ing basls regarding the demand for all
forms of fuel and energy in Western Aus-
tralia. This work has already commenced.

Barly in 1971 the Government
announced that a feasibllity study would be
underiaken of a project to pipe natural gas
from Palm Valley in the Northern Ter-
ritory to the eastern goldfields, and then on
to Perth. However, shortly after that an-
nouncement was made, the first major
north-west shelf gas strike—namely, North
Rankin—was announced. In view of the
evident promise of North Rankin, the
Government decided temporarily to sus-
pend further work on the Palm Valley
proposal until more was known about the
north-west shelf potential, The operating
company, Woodside-Burmah, has an-
nounced its estimate of north-west shelf
reserves and the Geological Survey of
Western Australia has completed its own
assessment.

Despite the extremely large gas reserves
in the north, it has been decided to resume
the Palm Valley studles because there are
reasons for obtaining the gas from this
source. It could be delivered to Perth and
the eastern goldfields at & cheaper rate and
possibly earlier than natural gas from the
north-west shelf. This is a matter which
will be examined more closely during the
feasibllity study, because alternative plans
have been made in regard to the Com-
monwealth announced national grid. It
was the information compiled by our
Western Australian Fuel and Power Com-
mission which was then submitted to the
Commonwealth that enabled the Common-
wealth Government to appreciate fully the
need to establish the Palm Valley-Perth
section of the national gas grid.

It is our firm contention that rather
than have a pipeline from Dampier to the
Palm Valley deposits, which invariahly
would pass through an area where the gas
could net be used, we felt it would be more
sensible for the pipeline to be laid from
Palmn Valley through the eastern goldfields
and the Wingelling nickel areas and on to
Perth and so make the gas available much
sgoner than would be possible if it were
being brought from the north-west shelf.
Ultimately, the pipeline which would then
ke beiween Palm Valley and Perth would
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be extended northwards and when the gas
is made agavallable from the north-west
shelf to Dampier the pipeline could then
be extended southwards. The two plpelines
would thus meet up with natural gas al-
ready in the pipeline as it is being estab-
lished. This will enable a supply of gas to
be previded to not only the Pilbara area
but to the proposed Pilbara concept and
also to the Murchison nickel areas and the
eastern goldfields. It will also serve the
area where Western Mining Corporation
has made its uranium discoveries.

The Murchison area, which is active in
terms of mining exploration, will be able
to usge this natural gas sooner than was
originally expected and, quite obviously,
this will Lring those deposits intg opera-
iion more quickly than was first antici-
pated.

In the long run it would appear that the
reserves at Palm Valley would be insuffic-
ient for our .needs, and in the longer term
there is no doubt that we will then have to
rely on the north-west shelf. By then,
however, a much bhetter resource picture
of that area will be available and more will
be known af the technical and cost factors
involved.

We have had a good look at the situation
in view of the fact that the Palm Valley
deposits have not been sufficiently proven
as only four or five holes have been put
down in the area. The Commonwealth
Minister for Minerals and Energy has re-
quested the companies to expedite thelr
exploration in this area. We will thus be
able to evaluate and quantify the deposits
at Palm Valley as soon as possible, but in
the meantime if we can get this gas to
Western Australia by 1976 or 1977 it will
give us an opportunity to attract industries
to the State and also meet our fuel needs
in this State.

Mr. Coyne: Are you going to continue
the pipeline from Palm Valley to the East-
ern States?

Mr, MAY: The proposal is to extend the
pipeline from Palm Valley to the Eastern
States in the long term. Ultimately this
pipeline will meet up with the one that will
come through from Palmm Valley to Perth.
The north-west pipeline will be connected
up with the national grid system and so a
supply of natural gas will be taken to the
Eastern States. What is envisaged is that
we will be using Eastern States and Palm
Valley gas initially, and then we will be
paying back this gas with that which will
become available from the north-west
shelf. By doing this we can get the benefit
of the gas much sooner than we first an-
ticipated.

Some of the companles have indicated
that the natural gas from the Angel de-
posit on the north-west shelf could be
avatlable In Western Australla much
sooner thwn was first predicted. However,
we are not quite sure about this, so in
view of the fact that we postponed the
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feasibility examination of the Palm Valley
deposits in 1971, we now feel we should
walt to obialn further information from
Woodside-Burmah which Is a most co-
operative company and which has already
supplied us with detalls of its known re-
serves. These reserves were checked by
the Mines Department and It was found
that its figures were similar to those an-
nounced by Woodside-Burmah,

So here and now I commend Woodside-
Burmah for the work it is doing. A ter-
rific amount of risk capital is involved in
explorstion on the north-west shelf, The
depth of water Is 300 and 400 feet, and
this presents many difficultles. It will
involve a considerable amount of capital
expenditure, and it is the intention of
Woodside-Burmah to advise the public as
soon as posstble, in terms of capital ex-
penditure, what the anticipated deposits
will produce, and also what the cost of
the natural gas will be when it Is provided
on-shore.

All these factors are stil being discussed.
We have made numerous visits to Can-
berra to talk with the Commonwealth
Minister for Minerals and Energy, and the
representatives of Woodside-Burmah and
other compantes have also had talks with
Mr. Connor. So at the moment we are
examining the sitvation. The feasibility
examination could commence quickly and
it is interesting to note that the Common-
wealth Government has agreed that our
own Commissioner for Fuel and Power In
Western Australia should be in charge of
the joint Commonwealth and State feasi-
bility examination.

We feel it is a step in the right direction
for this State to provide the man who will
be in charge of the feasibility study. Be-
cause of the information we supplied to
it, the Commonwealth Government agreed
there was a definite need for the pipeline
between Palm Valley and Perth to pass
through the eastern goldfields before
reaching its destination in the metropoll-
tan area.

In the short tlme the Fuel and Power
Commission has been established, it 1is
commendable that it was able to submit
information to the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment; information which would justify
that Government agreeing that it is of
the utmost importance that the Palm
Valley pipeline be connected to the
national grid.

Members may know that every mainland
State Government and elected representa-
tives of the Northern Territory have for-
mally lald clalm to the Palm Valley re-
serve. In addition, overseas companles are
strongly urging the Federal Government
to permit exports. The situation will ob-
viously pose @ difficul{ resource allocation
problem for the Commonwealth Govern-
ment, but I beilleve that Western Australia
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has a sound and well-documented case
for an equitable share of the gas from the
Palm Valley deposits.

On the 18th January I met the new
Commonwealth Minister for Minerals and
Energy (Mr. Connor) in Canberra and
left with him documents prepared by the
Fuel and Power Commission which out-
lined the unsatisfactory fuel supply situ-
atlon existing in Western Australia. Papers
supporting this State’s interest in, and
the need for, Palm Valley gas were also
presented. It was declded at that meeting
that a joint feaslbility study was needed
and, since then, terms of reference have
been agreed upon.

One important customer for natural gas
would be the State Electricity Commission.
The Leader of the Opposition has cast
doubt on the wisdom of usihg naiural
gas for so-called “low quality” applica-
tlons as power generation. His argument
is that it is & premium fuel and it should
be reserved for only the more high-grade
applications. The Leader of the Oppaosi-
tion Insists that we must keep our eyes on
the world fuel scene, and indeed we must.
However, we must also have regard for
our urgent and pressing fuel needs here
at home, His assertions concerning
natural gas as a premium fuel may be
relevant for the U.S.A. and the Eastern
States of Australia where vast coal de-
posits are avallable.

However, in Western Australia our sole
commercial source of coal is the Collie
field, and the Government will ensure that
full use is made of it. But in the long
term it eppears that the Collie reserves
may not be sufficient to sustain our rapidly
growing needs. In such circumstances,
with no other indigenous source available,
I feel we are fully justified in considering
natural gas for power generation and min-
eral processing.

8ir Charles Court: That is a sound
basis on which you have to proceed. The
copl deposits will be useful in the south-
west but not heyond.

Mr. MAY: We cannot delay, with the
world position being as it Is at present.
No useful purpose would be served in
leaving the large coal deposits at Collle.
We have to utilise these; and I shal) ex-
plain this further shortly in view of the
recent drilling programme that was under-
taken at Collic. Actually these coal de-
posits are far in excess of the quantity
thought to be available, and the drilling
programme undertaken by Western Col-
lieries substantiated this fact. I agree we
cannot leave the coal in the ground. The
world oil scene, especially oll from the
Middle East, is most unstable. We do not
want to experience a power shortage in
Western Australia at the present time
when we are endeavouring to attract over-
seas and Ausiralian industries to this
State.
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Even in countries where oil is readily
available, it is frequently argued that
natural gas should be used for power geén.
eration in preference to oil which it is felt
should be reserved for use as chemical
feedstock. I am told that natural gas
does not make a particularly good feed-
stock, compared with such materials as
naphtha, Hquifled petroleum gas, and other
liquid petroleum products. Both the north-
west shelf and the Palm Valley gas con-
tains LPG and ethane which could be used
as feedstock, leaving the methane for use
as an iron ore reducing agent or straight
fuel. Indeed, the Government’s Pilbara
concept proposes just such an approach to
ensure that optimum use is made of the
petroleum fractions which are available.

Clearly, the arguments for and against
using natural gas for power generation are
by no means cut and dried.

The Leader of the Opposition has said
that we should backload Eastern States
coal for power generation instead of using
natural gas. This idea has been investi-
gated at some depth by officers of the Fuel
and Power Commission. Despite the
assumption that foreign flag bulk carriers
could be used, results of the study indicate
thet the scheme would not be competitive
with slternative fuels; namely, Collie coal,
imported fuel oil, and natural gas. In fact
it would be essential to use Australian
ships for this purpose, and this would
further inerease costs regardless of back-
loading efficiency.

However, I would llke to assure members
that full consideration will be given to ell
possible alternatives so that reliable and
economical fuels are available for industry
and for electricity production.

Recently discussions were held with
overseas companies in regard to the export
of iron ore to the Eastern States. This is
one matter we are looking into very closely.
My own personal view is that if we can use
our awn fuel and our own iron ore in the
Pilbara area then all the processing should
be done in that area.

A few reports have appeared in the news-
papers advocating the establishment of &
direct reduction plant, with an electrie
furnace and a small mill, in the Pilbara.
1 think these three projects should be
located in the Pilbara area.

When I was overseas recently quite a
number of companies indicated that they
were prepared—either by themselves, or
together with other companies operating
in Western Australia—to look at the possi-
bility of establishing the fuill process which
involves a direet reduction plant, an elec-
tric furnace, and a small mill. This would
produce semi-finished steel. Such steel can
be used not only for the Pilbara concept,
but also in the Near East. It would also
make the economics of the proposition
more viable in terms of the European and
American markets in respect of sponge
iron, which is iron upgraded from approx-

209

imately 62 per cent. plus to 95 per cent.
Through a direct production process the
iron ore could he upgraded.

The finished product from the direct
reduction process would bring about
major savings in transport costs, because
only the top grade or practically pure iron
would be transported away. By this
method it would be possible for these com-
panies to compete with overseas suppliers.

This I1s my own personal opinion. We
are looking into this matter, and we are
having some discussions with an overseas
company next week. When discussions
with all the companies have been com-
pleted we will be in a position to determine
which is the most suitable company to
establish the profeet in the Pllbara or any
other area of Western Australia.

I come back to the point I made earlier;
I feel the full processing of the iron ore
should be undertaken in this State, Already
there has been too much exporting of our
natural resources. Originally this was a
good method to become established. That
was done top obtain iron ore markets, and
we were successful. Some people have sug-
gested the State did not get the amount
of return that it should have done, but
once again I go along with the theory that
development had to he established first,
and from that basis the State could pro-
ceed further,

Apainst world competition this State
was able to establish markets, but not as
soon &s we could have done. In saying
this I am not reflecting on the previous
State Government. When I was overseas
many companies volunteered the infor-
mation that had the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment’s embargo on the export of iron
ore from Western Australia been lifted some
years earlier, Western Australia would have
been in world class as a producer of iron
ore much sooner and we would have more
of the markets than we have at present.

Different views are held in terms of
markets. However, that was the infor-
mation and the view volunteered to me by
overseas companies. If the embargo on
the expori of iron ore had been lifted be-
fore 1959, Western Australls today would
be in a much stronger position than it is.

Sir Charles Court: Getting back to your
point about @irect reduction, this is not In
conflict with what I was trylng to say the
other night. This is only one part of a
bigger dimension. Ultimately you will have
gc; l;e involved with coal from the Eastern

ates.

Mr. MAY: In his speech the Leader of
the Opposition made no mention of that.
He¢ only said there would be the export of
iron ore to the Easiern States.

Sir Charles Court: And coal backloaded
for use in vrocessing here.
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Mr. MAY: I realise that, but if we can
use our own fuel and natural resources
then obviously we should undertake pro-
cesiing of the iron ore In Western Aus-
tralia.

Mr. O'Connor: There might be difficul-
ties on the question of coal.

Mr. MAY: Yes, but not in terms of
natural gas. That is the main factor which
will get the Pilbara concept off the ground.
If we are able to provide natural gas in
the Pilbara region at the right price we
will be able to attract industry, because
every company with which we had discus-
sions asked what it would cost in terms
of fuel. If we have sufficlent quantities
of natural gas obviously there will be no
problem.

This was one of the matters referred to
the other evening by the Leader of the
Opposition. I was surprised when he ad-
vocated the export of natural gas, because
he did not give any qualification. I have
been advocating the export of natural gas
for a particular reason. In my view natu-
ral gas can be exported only after we have
had the quantities evaluated. We should
set aside reserves of natural gas to cover
Australia’s needs for a long period ahead,
so that this country Is not short of this
commodity as the US.A. Is. After that
has been done we could look into the gues-
tion of export.

I have asked the Commonwealth Minis-
ter for Minerals and Energy what Western
Ausfralie should do. Should the State
wait until the whole of the north-west
shelf has been explored before it decides
to export the product? His reply was
“No.” The north-west shelf is not like
Bass Strait; it is a wvast area. TUlti-
mately I am sure there will be a sufficlent
quantity of natural gas available to enable
the product to be exported.

I alluded to the reason for allowing the
export of natural gas. The companies in-
velved have invested a great amount of
capital in getting the gas out of the north-
west shelf, onto the shore at Dampier or
the Port Hedland area. That is the main
reason I have advocated the Common-
wealth Government's approval of the ex-
port of LNG so that these companies which
are engaged in exploration on the north-
west shelf at present will be ahle to obtain
g return for the large amount of capital
they have invested,

That is the one reason I referred to the
Leader of the Opposition. In his speech
he just mentioned the fact that he con-
sidered natural gas could be exported. I
agree, but there should be a qualification
that Australian needs should be cateraed
for in the long term hefore any natural gas
is exported.

Mr. E. H. M. Lewis: Would the previous

embargo on iron ore have been for the
same reason or on the price level?
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Mr. MAY: There was no doubt ahout
the reserves of the Pilbara area, long bde-
fore 1959.

Mr. E. H. M. Lewis: Then it must have
been on price level.

Mr. MAY: I do not know why the
previous Pederal Government did not allow
the export of iron gre.

Mr, Jamieson: Officially it was main-
taining that we did not have enough for
Australian needs. That is on the departi-
mental records.

Mr. MAY: Yes, and yet we can prove
from our records that there was sufficient
to allow its export.

Mr. E. H, M. Lewis: Then it was the
supply not the price.

Mr, MAY: The price did not come into
it in those days. The concern was about
the availability. A demand existed for iron
ore.

Mr. Bertram: Why was the ban lifted in
1959°?

Mr. MAY: I do not know, but a change
of Government occurred about that time.

While on the subject of Eastern States
coal, the Leader of the Opposition has
alsp sdvocated on several pccasions the
interstate swapping of coking coal and
iron ore. However, I fail to see why we
should ship iron ore to the east when we
appear to have a perfectly good reducing
agent right here in Western Australia;
namely, natural gas.

Sir Charles Court: Surely you will have
some coking coal as well?

Mr. MAY: We hope 50,

Sir Charles Court: That means it will
have to come back here.

Mr. MAY: We feel the processing should
be done in Western Australia.

8ir Charles Court: But the point I tried
to make and which you are not accepting
is that when you measure the B.T.U. cost
of coal you must measure it against the
optimum price of gas and not the give-
away price,

Mr. MAY: We have taken all that into
consideration.

Projects to produce metallic iron by
direct reduction are under active siudy
right now, and I am confident of & success-
ful outcome. With natural gas and iron
ore in plentiful quantities, we have all the
ingredients we need for a successful iron
and steel industry,

Returning to the subject of natural gas,
I would emphasise to members that West-
ern Australia would gain one immediate
benefit from the large-scale use of natural
gas; namely, reduced alr pollution, We
must always consider the environmental
consequences of our fuel choices and nat-
ural gas appears to pose a minimum of
kroblems in this directlon.
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The recent visit to Canberra of Mr.
Joseph Rensch, President of Paclific Light-
ing Corporation in California, highlights
the inescapable fact that Australia is
merely one factor in a global fuel supply
and demand pattern. The Commonwealth
will have the final say on Australia’s re-
lations with other countries, but will look
to Western Australia for our opinion and
advice concerning the proper sallocation
and uc: ¢ our emerging energy resources.
For this and other reasons, it 1s essential
that we, too, remain completely up to date
with the world energy scene, This is a con-
tinuing process and the Fuel and Power
Commission has already established =a
number of important contacts throughout
the world.

I would like to add that I visited quite a
number of countries to arrange for them
to contact the new Puel and Power Com-
missioner. Ii is realistic to assume that
eventually the commissioner will be going
overseas when he {5 conversani with the
scene in Western Australa. He will then
have these contacts with whom to discuss
problems.

We have all heard of the United States
energy crisis which will require that
country to import 50 per cent. of its oll re-
quirements by 1980. I have no need to tell
members of the enormous trade, foreign
relations, and financial implications of this
fact. In practice, most U.S. fuel imports
will have to come from the Middle East,
where much of the fuel for Europe, Japan,
and Western Australia originates. I have
been told that there are serious doubts
that east coast United States ports have
the capacity to accommodate the number
of tanker ships that will be needed.

I might add that due to the rising
prices of Middle East crude, and political
insecurities clouding several traditional oil
and natural gas supply areas, the demand
for natural gas from a politically stable
and rellable supplier, such as Australia, is
still rising. Then, too, an acute world short-
age of natural gas i1s developing. For in-
stance, the Chase Manhattan Bank has
estimated that in the United States alone
a deficit of up to 25 per cent. of demand
requirements could develop by 1985, unless
the rate of discoveries leaps forward.

Very likely there will be competition—
possihly intense competition—for Middle
East oil. Prices will be forced upward and
I am afraid that Western Ausiralia will
have little weight in this world-wide econ-
omic tug-of-war. We must keep our eves
open to these events and take steps to de-
velop our indigenous sources here at home,

On the other side of the coin, the
world’s fuel-hungry nations are looking to
Australia, and this State in particular, to
supply them with much needed energy.
While we must live in harmony with our
global neighbours, we must also ensure that
Western Australia’s best interests are
protected over the long term. The Gov-
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ernment is taking action to determine our
needs, measure our resources, and come
up with firm policy guidelines to put to
the Commonwealth Government, the pet-
roleum industry, and the people of West-
ern Ausiralia.

The Leader of the Opposition has asked
why the Commonwealth does not leave
petroleumn exploration and development in
the hands of private enterprise. Members
will know that in practice this means the
hands of maultinational companies with
multinational shareholders, The Deputy
Premier quite rightly picked up this point
the other evening: namely, how do the in-
terests of such overseas shareholders nec-
essarily coincide with our Australian na-
tional interests? Who are the shareholders
of the large oll companies? They are in-
surance houses, trust funds, other eompan-
ies, other Governments, and a relatively
few individual investors.

Private enterprise has served the oil in-
dustry well since its beginnings in the late
1800s, but people all over the world are
now questionlng the present and future
roie of companies in the vital matter of
fuel supplies. Very likely we will ind that
an appropriate mixture of puhlic and pri-
vate enterprise is the best course.

I have mentioned the United States en-
ergy crisis and how it has focused atten-
tion on the prospect of importing liquified
natural gas (or LNG) from this State. The
costs involved in liquifyilng and shipping
natural gas are so immense that there will
be great Incentives for the Americans to
develop ways of converting their huge coal
and oil-shale resources into clean fuels.
For this reason the current interest in
LNG could prove short-lived and this fuel
may be adopted only as an interim meas-
ure. T have great respect for American
inventiveness and it is prudent to assume
that they will solve their energy prohlem
successfully and in their own way.

One country—Canada-—could offer par-
ticularly relevant lessons for Australia. It,
too, has a large land mass, a small popula-
tion, and bountiful resources. In addition
it was forced to deal with the question of
fuel usage and energy exports some years
ago, One province within Canada--namely,
Alberta—has been the major source of that
country's petroleum wealth and has well
develaped and accepted policles concerning
fuel exports and conservation. Accordingly,
the Fuel and Power Cormnmission has al-
ready established a useful dialogue with
both the National Energy Board of Canada

and the Energy Resources Conservation
Board of Alberta.

Cioser to home, the Government is main-
taining very close contact with the major
petroleum exploration companies, particu-
larly Woodside-Burmah and Wapet. The
Fuel and Power Cominission has completed
a detailed market survey for natural gas
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in the eastern goldfields, Perth, and south-
west areas and has co-operated with rep-
resentatives of Woodside-Burmah in their
market surveys. Without divulging confi-
dential information on either side, it has
been possible to determine that both mar-
ket assessments are in broad agreement.

As I mentioned earlier, we were in agree-
ment in terms of their assessment of their
present deposits and the information they
had te send not only to the Western Aus-
tralian Mines Department, but also to the
Commonwealth Government; and we were
on paraliel lines to the nth degree in
terms of the assessment of the amount of
gas which is currently available in the
north-west shelf.

Fuel Is a vital ingredient, possibly the
most vital of all, in the Government’s pro-
posals for the Pilbara industrial complex.
As the recently announced joint Common-
wealth-State feasibility study of this pro-
posal moves forward, the Fuel and Power
Commission will play an imporiant role
in advising the Government in the best
use of the ares’s fuel resources, and in
providing information concerning inte-
grated power to the study team. Since
the Pilbara concept decument was released
there has, of course, been a significant oll
discovery in the Goodwyn structure. This,
and further discoveries which are antici-
pated, could well alter both the scope and
detailed planning of the Pilbara proposal.
Agaln, the Government has taken steps to
ensure that we are fully informed and up
to date on north-west shelf developments.

While I am on the subject of investiga-
tions, I am pleased to report that the Fuel
and Power Commission, working in close
collaboration with the State Electricity
Commission and the Department of De-
velopment and Decentralisation, has com-
menced work on possible approaches to
achieve integrated power systems in the
Pilbara and eastern goldfields regions.

The SPEAKER: The Minister has five
more minutes,

Mr. MAY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. To
continue: The availability of power will
have a major bearing on the indusirial
and social development of these areas and
1 look upon these two studies, now under
way, as important items to our goal of
providing the Pilbara and goldfields with
plentiful electricity at the lowest possible
cost.

In the long run this State’s economic
future—and Australia’s for that matter—
will depend largely on how much of our
minerals we can process here. We are de-
termined to see the optimum amount of
processing iake place in Western Australia.
The proposed Pilbara industrial complex is
one tangible example of our efforts in this
direction. When one equates the amount
of fuel needed to process & major share of
our prodigious bauxite, iron ore, nickel, and
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salt, the resulting figure staggers the
imagination. Clearly we must think very
carefully about how much natural gas, o,
and uranium can be prudently exported
from this State. I am able to report that
the Fuel and Power Commission has al-
ready provided advice on this subject of
“resource matching” as it is called, and
the Premier (Mr. J. T. Tonkin) has e¢on-
veyed the Government's views to the pre-
vious Prime Minister.

Another fuel of Importance to the State
is Collie coal. It continues to provide a
major share of our fuel supply for elec-
tricity egeneration, a role which may be
capable of further expansion. In addition,
Collie coal will play a key role in refining
bauxite to alumina. Indeed, it could he
argued that a suifable matching of our
coal and south-west bauxite resources is
a logieal and proper way to ensure long-
term stable development and employment
at Coliie. I had hoped that the Alwest-
B.H.P. alumina project would be under
way by now but unfortunately the recent
United States dollar devaluation has fur-
ther delaved this venture. But I feel sure
it will proceed in the near future and
Collie coal will have a big part to play iIn
its success,

As Western Australia moves into the era
of increased secondary and tertiary pro-
cessing of its minersls it is obvious that
electrical power will become an increas-
ingly cruclal factor. Mineral processing
industries of world significance are emerg-
ing in the eastern goldfields and Pilbara
and the provision of large-scale integrated
electricity supplies will soocn become
urgently necessary in these two areas. As
I have said, the Fuel and Power Commis-
sion has already commenced investigations
Into possible ways to achleve integrated
power in these two reglons. In the Pil-
bara’s case, these investigations will not
duplicate those associated with the Pilbara
industrial complex, but will be complimen-
tary to them focusing particularly on the
best ways to utllise existing and already
planned electrical generating and trans-
mission facilities.

The subject of fuel and energy is one
where both the Commonwealth and State
Governments have thelr parts to play. We
have quickly established a close working
relationship with the new Federal Minister
for Minerals and Energy and his depart-
mentgal advisers., The joint Palm Valley fea-
sibility study is the first tangible evidence
of this harmonious relationship. Officers
of the Department of Minerals and Energy,
and the Puel and Power Commission will
work closely together on this study and
there is a firm basls for close collabora-
tion and exchange of views on other sub-
jects as well.

Sir Charles Couri: When does the
Minister expect a reply concerning the
alleged farm-ouis?
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Mr. MAY: I have recelved an assurance
from the Federal Minister that this will
be forthcoming within the next few weeks.
To continue: There will be a continuing
need to keep up to date with advances
in nuclear, tidal, and solar power, to name
only a few. Much overseas research is
under way and we must constantly be on
the look-out for developments which could
be applied to advantage in Western Aus-
tralia. Again, through the Fuel and
Power Commission, we now have the
mechanism to ensure that this is done.

Mr. Speaker, I have touched on a few
of the salient energy matters concerning
this State and have, I belleve, demon-
strated the Government's firm resolve to
advance Western Australia’s best Interests
regarding fuel and energy. I believe there
are exciting and challenging times ahead
for all of us as our inventory of natural
resources continues to grow. The Gov-
ernment will continue to discharge its
responsibilities to the people of this State
to ensure that these natural gifts are util-
ised and conserved in the best possible
manner.

In conclusion I would like to pay tribute
to the work done by Mr. Parker who has
been acting as the commissioner since the
legislation went through Parliament. We
will retain the services of Mr, Parker in
an advisory capacity until Mr. Kirkwood
has settled in in Western Australia. 1
am sure that such an arrangement will
be advantageous to Western Australia.

Sir Charles Court: Before the Minister
resumes his seat, regarding the allega-
tion by the Federal Minister that certain
farm-outs were pushed through just be-
fore the last Federal elections, do I take
it that they could not have been processed
and documented if the State Government
had not heen a party?

Mr. MAY: The allegation in the Federal
Parliament has bheen a matter of concern
to me. I have written to the Federal
Minister, and I am awailting a reply.

MR. O'CONNOR (Mt. Lawley) [11.47
a.m.]l: I would like to join with other
speakers In offering my congratulations to
the member for Blackwood on his election
to this House. I wish him a long and
successful career in politles. I also ex-
press appreciation of the work done by the
foarmer member for Blackwood (Mr. Reld),
and also for the work done by the former
member for Bunbury (Mr. Williams). I
wish both Mr. Reid and Mr. Williams
the very best in their retirement from this
House.

It 15 with some regret that I rise to
speak during the Address-in-Reply at a
time when I believe Australia Is at a very
bad sectlon of the cross-roads. Appre-
hension and concern is widely felt, not
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only within Austraila but throughout the
worid because of certaln actions taken in
Australia,

The Government of Australla has had
a very good record In past yvears. However,
I feel that many people from within Aus-
tralla and from outside Australia will
change their minds at the next election
because of the action which has been
taken in Australia. The credibility and
goodwill of our couniry has been drasti-
cally affected and I hope that something
will be done to repair the damage caused.

Previous speakers have already indicated
that we have sold our friends down the
draln, and I support that view. Australla
has linked arms with communist coun-
tries, and this has come as no surprise to
some of us. When speaking last year In
this House I personally indicated that
action of this sort was on the way, It
seemed to be quite obvlous from the actions
of those who are now in the Government.

At that time it was the members of the
Opposition in Federal Parlament and the
members of the Government in Western
Australia. For many years it has been
obvious that the A.L.P. has had close ties
with the communists. Despite repeated
warnings, many people have fatled to heed
the{n untll now. However, now many are
taking & great deal of notice,

Mr, Taylor: Would it be as close as the

contact between the Liberals and the
Ustasha?

Mr. O'CONNOR: At least some people
have the decency to protect others who
are being pushed into the ground. Mem-
bers of the Government Indicated last
night they do not have that decency.

Mr. Graham: Answer the question.

Mr. O'CONNOR.: Desplte the fact that
many people did net take notice pre-
vipusly, they are doing so now. It is
strange to see the undue haste with which
the Commonwealth Government has cast
aside countries which were friends of this
country; countries such as Amerleca and
Taiwan. It is also strange to see how the
present Government has fallen deeply in
love with Red Chlna. Some have crawled
on their hands and knees to North Viet-
nam and Hanol.

A short time ago the Minister for Mines
said that fuel would be short In America
and he predicted that America would like
to obtaln it from a rellable source, such
as Australla. What a sirange statement
when Australia has just kicked America
in the teeth.

Mr. Jamieson: That is a stupid state-
ment from a stupid member.

Mr. O'CONNOR: The Minister has sald

I am stupld. I ask him to withdraw his
remark.
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Withdrawal of Remark

Mr. JAMIESON: In deference to you,
Mr. Speaker, I withdraw the remark.

Debate (on motion) Resumed

Mr. Bertram: What did the Minister
say?

Mr. O'CONNOR: Had the member for
Mt. Hawthorn’s ears been open he would
have heard. By bringing Communist China
into our midst and exciuding Taiwan these
people have forgotten, for example, the
atrocities which cccurred in Hungary. To
them, it is something of Lhe past.

Mr. A. R. Tonkin: Do you know that
President Nixon went to Peking?

Mr. O'CONNOR: The honourable mem-
ber can have his say later. The pattern has
been chvious for some time to those who
have cared to watch it and observe what
has been happening.

Mr. Graham: We have not sent troops
there. You dumped Vietnam after murder-
ing tens of thousands.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Sir Charles Court: The communist line
again! The good friends of North Vietnam!

Mr. Graham: You are good friends of
the Ustasha.

The SPEAKER: The Leader of the Op-
position will keep order and members, gen-
erally, will keep order. The metnber for Mt.
Lawiey is trying to make a speech. Others
will have the opportunity to do so later.

Mr. O'CONNOR: We have seen Inflitra-
tion into, and virtval takeover of, some pf
the unigons in this State and in Australia
by well-known communists. This fact has
been known for a long time but not many
supporters of the ALP. have heen pre-
pared to do anything about it.

Mr. Jamieson: You have the same with
the DL.P.

Mr. O’CONNOR: They are not com-
munists.

Mr. Graham: Are the Ustasha?

Mr. O'CONNOR: The Deputy Premier
would know about that; he is probably one
of their members. Not only has there been
infiltration by communists into the unions
—communists who are now asserting their
influence—but this also applies to the
ALP. State Executive, This should be dis-
turbing to the people of this country.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: That is an unwar-
ranted reflection upon the State Executive.
There is no basis for what you say.

Mr. O'CONNOR: Is the Premier denylng
it?

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: It is an ahsolutely un-
warranted reflection on the State Execu-
tive. You have not one scintilla of evi-
dence to support it.
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Mr. O'CONNOR: I will believe that what
I have said is right until the Premler ¢an
prove I am wrong.

Mr. A. R. Tonkin: Name some!

Mr. O'CONNOR: A number of commun-
ists are members of unions.

Mr. H. D. Evans: Who?
Mr. O’CONNOR: Paddy Troy.

Mr, Graham: He is not on the State Ex-
ecutive.

Sir Charles Court: Does not the T.L.C.
have a role to play in the A.LP.?

Mr. O'CONNOR: This pattern is quite
obvious from the actions of the State and
Federal Gavernments.

Sir Charles Court: Members of the Gov-
ernment should read the speech of the
Minister for Works on the Trades Hall de-
bate. He told us where the T.L.C. stood.

Mr. O'CONNOR: Continued attempts are
being made to erode State rights. Once
again, a pattern is being established. If
State rights are eroded what will happen?
We will have a centralist Government and
a dictatorship. I believe some of these
people want to see a little Russia in Aus-
tralia. Uniess Australia wakes up and takes
some action this will happen. I will fight
ageinst this as far a5 I can. There is
enough intimjdation and blackmail now
and I will mention some of this in a few
moments.

I hoped that some members of the Gov-
ernment would be interested in protecting
people's rights instead of trying to push
people into the ground. This is what is hap-
pening., I can understand that they want
people to hold one view—their own—but
we should fight for a free country.

Mr. Graham: Hear, hear!

Mr. O°CONNOR: We should fght for
free expression and free actlon. People
should not be pushed around in this way.

Mr. Graham: People should do what they
want! What about the Ustashi bomhs?

Sir Charles Court: Why is the Ustasha
being brought in all of a sudden?

The SPEAKER: Order! Members will
keep order. The member for Mt. Lawley
is on his feet.

Mr. O'CONNOR: Commonwealth Min-
isters hold so many conflicting views, it is
difficult at times to keep up with them.
Everything, from the Federal sphere, in-
dicates that the Commonwealth Govern-
ment wants to go as far as it can into State
fields. Discussions have been held in
connection with transport. I may be wrong,
but I have heard that certain people have
been advised to have discussions on the
railways. The discussions are to centre
around the question of whether or not a
Commonwealth takeover should occur.
There has been intrusion into Aboriginal
affairs and into education. We know this
line will continue.
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Sir Charles Court: Dr, Cass this morn-
ing,

Mr. O'CONNOR: That is another In-
stance. I certainly hope the Premier and
hishMinist.ers will fight the erosion of State
rights,

Mr, T. D, Evans: What erosion has there
been in the field of education?

Mr. O'CONNOR: I say they are endeav-
ouring to move into these flelds.

Mr. T. D. Evans: Endeavouring to move
in—be damned!

Sir Charles Court: They are moving in.

Mr. OCONNOR: If the Minister will
listen, instead of habbling on, I will en-
deavour to explain. If he is interested in
fighting against a Commonwealth takeover
he is assured of my support, I hope he is
sincere when indiecating he knows nothing
about this and will lend his support to re-
sisting it.

Mr., Graham: The honourable member
is a fine one to talk about sincerity.

Mr. O'CONNOR: The Deputy Premier
would not know.

Mr. Graham: One has only to look at
you.

Mr. O’CONNOR: The Deputy Premier
snipes in the backeground all the time.

Mr. Graham: You would be the greatest
assassinator of character in the Parlia-
ment.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. O'CONNOR: The Deputy Premier is
a great chatterbox but says nothing worth
while.

Mr. Graham: The chatterbox is sitting
beside you.

Mr. C’CONNOR: Let us look at the posi-
tion with Aboriginal affairs which con-
cerns me a little.

Mr. A. R. Tonkin: A little!

Mr. O'CONNOR: I believe that Abo-
rigines should be brought up to a standard.

Mr. A. R. Tonkin: You had a long time
to do something.

Mr. O'CONNCR: Anyone would think
the member for Mirrabooka came from an
Aboriginal area. I guarantee I know much
more about Aborigines than he does.

Mr. A. R. Tonkin: That is a racist re-
mark.

Mr. O'CONNOR: Certainly many Abo-
rigines are in & bad way and live under
conditions which we would regard as be-
low normal. However, some want to live
under conditions which we would not want.
We alsc have a number of white people
in extremely bad circumstances. In many
ways some of them are not receiving the
treatment which they should recelve. The
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Commonwealth Minister for Aboriginal
Affalrs (Mr, Bryant) has made tremen-
dously sweeping statements in recent {imes.

Mr. Bertram: About the knighthood of
two brewers.

Mr. O'CONNOR: The honourable mem-
ber may know about knighthoods; I would
not know. I am speaking about Aborigines.

Mr. Bertram: So was he, the other night.

Mr. O'CONNOR: In this State at the
present time Aborigines are given many
considerations which are not given to
white people who, I say, are in poor eir-
cumstances. For instance, when an Abo-
riginal hits a man with a bottle he is likely
to get six or 12 days in prison, whereas a
white man who does the seme thing is
likely to get six or 12 months.

Mr. T. D. Evans: Are you casting reflec-
tions on the judiciary now?

Mr. O'CONNOR: I am stating facts.

Mr. T. D. Evans: You are casting reflec-
tlons on the judiciary.

Mr. O'CONNOR: I am stating facts.
Mr. T. D. Evans: Keep out of it.
The SPEAKER: QOrder!

Mr. O'CONNOR: Aborigines in this
State are given free legal representation,
which does not apply to the white people.

Mr. Bertram: Do you approve of it?

Mr, O'CONNOR: The Aboriginal can get
away with collecting social benefits and
not working in many cases but the white
person finds it very hard to do that. We
have been given details of a turtle farm
which is exclusively for the Aborigines. In
The Sunday Times on the 1l1th February
there was a headline, “Homes grant a sur-
prise to councils”, and the newspaper re-
port went on to say—

None of the councils named to re-
ceive houses for Aboriginals knew of
the plan, a check this week revealed.

Last weekend, the Federal Minister
for Aboriginal Affairs, Mr. Bryant,
announced a $3 million grant for Abo-
riginal advancement projects in W.A.

Gem mines and cattle stations have been
bought for the Aborigines, and we even
have a statement from the Government
which says—

The Premier, Mr. Tonkin, said ves-
terday that If the decision was up to
him an Abhoriginal applicant for a job
in the State public service would be
given preference over a white person
with similar qualifications.

I do not obiect to certain things being given
to the Aborigines—I know in many cases
they need help—but I am reaching the
stage where I think we need equal rights
for whites.

Mr, Davies: This is plagiarising.
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Mr. O'CONNOR: I say, quite sincerely,
that certainly the Aborigines in this coun-
try need help but we should be careful not
to go overhoard. We should give help to
them but not overlogk the white people in
this country who need help just as much as
do the Aborigines,

Mr. A. R. Tonkin: We can see why they
did not advance under your Government,

Mr. O'CONNCOR: 1 want to mention
briefly the road toll. I will not spend much
time on this matter because there is an-
other matter with which I wish to deal to
a greater extent. In the Press this year
there has been a fair amount of comment
about the road toll and I believe the Press
has done a great deal to publicise the mat-
ter in an endeavour to reduce the toll.
Seat belts were inttoduced last year, but
there has been no obvious benefit from
them. The number of rcad deaths has in-
ereased in both the metropolitan and the
country areas at about the same percent-
age compared with last year.

I took the trouble to check up on other
States to try to find out anything that
would assist us in this field. I think just
about everything that could be done has
been done by the present Government and
previous Governments in an endeavour to
reduce the road toll, I think everyone is
genuinely concerned about it. There has
been talk of a police takeover of traffic
control. T have not seen any statistics
which indicate this would decrease the
road toll. Some people say it will do so
but what facts have they heen able to
produce to that effect?

I believe one of the factors causing the
disproportionate number of deaths in the
country areas is the distance involved. In
Victoria there is a limited area within
which people can travel and the numbers
of road deaths in the country and metro-
politan areas are closer together propor-
tionately and numerically. The same
applies to New South Wales. In Western
Australia we have a large area of country
and a smaller bullt-up area. I think the
disproportionate number of deaths in
country areas is accounted for by the fact
that we have many roads and greater dis-
tances, and people are inclined to put their
foot down and speed up more than they
would in the metropolitan area.

In Queensland last year there were more
than four deaths on country roads to every
one in the metropolitan area.

Mr. Gayfer: They have police control
over there.

Mr. O'CONNOR: I will come to that.
When we look at a State such as Queens-
land, where the police control the traffic
throughout the State, the proportion of
road deaths in the country areas is greater
than it is in Western Australia. It is
therefore difficult to see that police take-
over would be the complete answer here.
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I believe we must do something in an
effort to stabilise this unsatisfactory posit-
jon. T hope the Government will give
some consideration to the proposition we
put forward in Parllament last year, which
has been discussed again this year. A
meeting of the country shire councils
recently, which was attended by well over
300 people, voted almost unanimously—to
within about 20—in support of the motion
we put forward.

I hope that in the future the Govern-
ment will make some effort to cease inter-
fering with the law and that it will let the
law take 1ts course, I have previously
spoken on this matter, and further cases
have arisen, with which I will deal later
on in the sesslon. It is obvious that the
Government is continuing to interfere with
the normal processes of the law, and in
doing so it is affecting the general opera-
tions of Government in this State,

I believe the people in Australia are liv-
ing in a very critical era at the present
time. In this era we are seecing Government
intervention In the law; it appears the
Federal Government is trying to central-
ise the country; we have the situation that
we are being sold out to the communists;
and action is being taken to undermine in-
itiative and pressurise people into sub-
mission.

Mr. Graham: This would sound better on
the Esplanade. This is Esplanade politics.

Mr. O'Neil: It is hetter than gutter pol-
ities.
Mr. Graham: That is true.

Mr. O'CONNOR: It is time people be-
came aware not only of the threat on our
doorstep but also of the threat in the
house. The wave of protest demonstrations
has temporarily been halted; we have not
seen any for a while. However, the Com-
manwealth Government obviously has com-
munist objectives and sympathies. I believe
it is a Government in name only. It is
controlled by the unions, and between
them all there is obviously an intention to
erode State rights and human rights.

Mr. Davies: Give us some original
thoughts instead of this stuff that you have
come up with. You are plagiarising.

The SPEAKER: Order! Order!

Mr. O'CONNOR: I am pointing out a
few vital facts that are of interest to the
people of this State. If action to rectify
these matters is not taken in the near
future, we will be wrecked.

Mr. Davies: They did not take any no-
tice the last time you brought it up or the
time before that. You have been trying to
bring this to their notice for years.

Mr. O’CONNOR: I believe an erosion of
State rights and human rights is taking
place.

Mr. Graham: You have said it 20 times.
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Mr. CO'CONNOR: The Government I1s
supporting strong-arm tactics to intimi-
date and blackmail people into submission,
The peint I am making is that those who
do not bow to the unions or the Govern-
ment’s wishes are pushed around to the
extent of losing their jobs ang their in-
come. They and their families are being
intimidated. This is the sort oi thing we
would expect in Russia but not in Austra-
lia. However, it is happening here.

Mr. Davies: Like the Croats.

Mr. O'CONNOR: The Commonwealih
Government is trying to force Common-
wealth public servants to join a union
under the threat of becoming second-rate
citizens if they do not. Likewise, the State
Government is trying to force peobple to
become members of unions under the
threat of becoming second-rate citlzens if
they do not. They will get less leave, less
chance of promotion, and less pay, and
this is despite the fact that some of these
people may possess outstanding ability.

Mr. Davies: And they will not recognise
their responsibilities.

Mr. O'Neil: You are admitting it!

Mr. O'CONNOR: People have been
pushed around even in this State. Many
people have been intimidated to the extent
that they are not game to come forward
because of the fear of reprisals, This is a
shocking state—

Mr. Graham: A shocking statement!
Mr. O'CONNOR.: A factual one.

Myr. O’Neil: The Minister for Health has
just admitted it.

Mr. O'CONNOR.: At the moment we have
a person present in the House who has
been intimidated.

Mr. Graham: Let him stand up and be
counted.

Mr. O'CONNOR: I wish the galah would
shut up.

Mr. Graham: You should withdraw that.

Mr. O’CONNOR.: The Deputy Premier is
not prepared to protect these people. I have
here a letter from the Transport Workers'
Union of Australia. Any interested member
would be able to cobtain a copy of this
letter as it was sent to all members of the
pil stores industries. It reads as follows—--

At a recent examinhation of Union
cards . . .

These first few words are very interesting.
It continues—
. . . installation . . .
And the letter mentions a certain place.
To continue—
. . . an Organiser of this Unlon was
threatened with violence. After a full
report was made by the Organiser con-
cerned to the Branch Committee of
Management, the decision of the
Branch Committee of Management
was that . . .
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This particular person, driving & truck
with such-and-such a registered number,
and the letter continues—
. . . be banned from loading, delivering
or anything connected with Oi! Stores
operations for a period of three
months commencing March, 1973.

Sir Charles Court: Real kangaroo court.

Mr. Graham: Thank God it isn’t Charlie
Court!

Mr. O’'CONNOR: As I said eatlier, a per-
son presently in this House, as late as last
week went to a fuel depot to pick up sup-
plies. This person is prepared to verify
the facts of the case if any member is
interested. He went to the BP fuel depot
and he was advised that the unions had
informed the depot that it would be neces-
sary for him to join the union before he
could obtain supplies.

_ This gentleman then went to Mr. Schil-
ling of the union, and he was advised that
he would have to join the union to obtain
supplies. I know that three other people
are on their way from country centres and
they will also state they are being black-
mailed or intimidated by the union.

Mr. Graham:; Always on the side of the
scabs. You do not believe in unions,

Sir Charles Court: These people are em-
ployers—they are not employees.

Mr. O'CONNOR: I believe in voluntary
unionism. I do not believe in compulsion
of this sort. The Government members
support unionism because it provides them
with election funds.

Mr. Graham: Where do you get yours
irom? Reg Ansett and who else?

Mr. O’CONNOR: Some of the same
places as the Labor Party gets its funds.
The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. O'CONNOR: Is this the reason be-
hind the Labor Government's attempi to
introduce the second service In this State?
I was not aware of the reason.

Sir Charles Court: The men who are
being intimidated at the moment, are they
employers or employees?

Mr. O'CONNOR: They are employers.
The members of the Government want the
people to submit to the unions,

Mr. Graham: People can protect them-
selves by joining the unions.

The SPEAKER.: Order!

Sir Charles Court: These people are not
employees.

Mr. O'Neil: The Deputy Premier does
not know what he is talking about.

The SPEAKER: Order! Members will
keep order. It is no good continuing like
this; we wlll get nowhere. If the member
for Mt. Lawley will address the Chalr we
will make progress.
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Mr. O'CONNOR: Thank you, Mr,
Speaker. I am extremely happy to address
the Chair and I hope you will give me the
protection I expect.

Last night in this House, the Minister
for Labour was asked questions in connec-
tion with people who are being intimidated
by unions. The Minister indicated that he
would not protect the peobple. For the
benefit of the House, I will read the ques-
tion I asked and the reply given. The
question is as follows—

If information can be provided sup-
porting the views expressed by the
member for Darling Range, will the
Minister take immediate action to
protect the public against blackmail or
intimidation by any union?

The Minister would not say “Yes” to this
question; he replied—
I understand the purport of the ques-
tion of the member for Mt. Lawley. 1
would answer in this way—

I then said, “Answer ‘Yes' or ‘No'. Will

you protect the public or not?” The Minis-

ter then replied—
If a sugeestion is made in the House
that something is taking place which
is unlawful under the Police Act, X
would say the matter should be
attended to by the police and not by
the Minister for Police.

That Is passing the buck, He is not con-
cerned that people are being pushed
around; he could not care less. It is pretty
obvious that the Government could not
care less. If the Government does care, I
will be anxious to see what action it takes.
I will do everything I can to see that
these people get the protection they de-
serve and to ensure they are not metia-
phorically pushed into the salt mines in
Siberia.

Many other Instances of this type have
occurred. I am certain that other mem-
hers on this side of the House will be able
to instance similar intimidation, It will
he seen that I am not the only one con-
cerned about this.

Action of this type is despicable, and it is
incredible that it is happening in a free
country. In fact, I am beginning to won-
der whether we are free,

Mr. Graham: Ustashi bombs!

Mr. O'CONNOR: The Deputy Premier
likes the people to support him, but he will
not protect those who have every right
to be protected by the Government and by
Parliament.

Sir Charles Court: By intimidation they
are being unlawfully forced to join a union
they do not need to join.

Mr. O’'Neifl: It is a protection racket.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Sir Charles Court: Protection racket.

{ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. O'CONNOR: Members will realise
that ¥ am very concerned about the situa-
tion. Something should be done about it
in the interests of decency, freedom of the
individual, and the development of our
country.

Amendment fo Motion
Accordingly I move ah amendment—

That the following words be added
to the motion—

: but we regret to have to inform
Your Excellency that we view with
concern the fact that the Govern-
ment is not prepared to protect
employees, employers, sub contrac-
tors, and members of the publie
against indiscriminate action,
blackmail, intimidation, or undue
influence by industriz] unions or
other organisations,

SIR CHARLES COURT (Nedlands—
Leader of the Opposition} [12.19 pm.1: I
formally second the motion.

MR. TAYLOR (Cockburn—Minister for
Labour} (12,19 p.m.): The topic of indust-
rial relations has come to the fore earlier
than I would have expected——this is only
the fourth sitting day of the session. How-
ever, it is prohahly desirable that it has
come forward now and in this way. Mem-
bers of the House will be aware that the
issues of industrial relations and commu-
nism are always thrust forward by the
Opposition in a similar form. One par-
ticular matter was raised late yesterday
afternoon in the House, Now, within 24
hours of the matter first being raised by
way of an allegation made by a member,
it has become a censure motion against the
Government.

Mr. O'Neil: This has been on for months.
The Government has not been aware of it:
i:otr. if it has been aware of it, it has ignored

Mr. TAYLOR: The matter was brought
before the House only yesterday afternoon.
If the preblem had been evident for a long
time, as members opposite suggest, then I
venture to say that the Opposition has been
just as remiss as the Government.

Mr, O'Neil: We have been in the House
only three days.

Mr. TAYLOR: This matter was the sub-
ject of a gquestion without notice asked
yesterday. I suggest that if the Opposition
has known about it for some time, it has
had ample time to place a question on the
notice paper.

Mr. O'Neil: Rubbish.

Mr. TAYLOR: The fact that the ques-
tion was phoned to me yesterday indicates
to me that the Opposition has only just be-
come aware of the matter.

Mr. O’'Neil: You knew nothing about it
until yesterday.

Several members interiected.
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The SPEAKER: Order! Members must
keep order. It is no good going on like this.
If we wish to make progress the member
making a speech must be given a chance
to do so.

Mr, TAYLOR: I will try to tone down
my voice by a few decibels, Mr, Speaker.
In presenting my brief comments against
the amendment, I would like to relate the
matter to¢ a comment often made by the
Opposition; that is, this Government does
not believe in the process of the law. As
I understand the amendment it criticises
the Government and myself in particular
for not taking action, without specifying
what action we should take, to protect the
rights of employers and employees. That,
basically, is the tenor of the amendment:
that nothing has been done to protect em-
ployees and employers from undue pressure
placed upon them by unions.

When I became Minister for Labour I
inherited a set of laws dealing with in-
dustrial relations. I am prepared to agree
that, apart from a couple of minor
amendments, nothing has been added to
the Industrial Arbitration Act and other
associated Statutes since we became the
Government. However, I suggest that, pre-
sumahly. those laws were satisfactory up
till two years ago to desal with situations
of intimidation, blackmall, etc. So I can-
not understand why the Opposition thinks
action is necessary at this time, or what
has happened to change the situation In
such a short period.

Mr. O'Neil: The law is there and the
Minister is inactive.

Mr. TAYLOR: I cannot see what has
occurred which necessitates precipitative
action by the Minister or the Government
to alleviate a situation which has, in one
case, apparently arisen overnight.

Mr. O'Connor: I brought this up in the
House last year.

Mr. TAYLOR: I am able to comment on
the amendment to the motion only in res-
pect of the information which has heen
put before me; and the only information I
have is that which was phoned to me late
yvesterday afternoon, I think the member
for Darling Range apologised for not get-
ting the question to me earlier. So I have
not had much time to investigate the
matter.

Mr. O’Neil: It has been reported in the
Press on & number of occasions. Probably
the Minister was overseas at the time.

Mr. TAYLOR: Let me follow through the
mechanics of the matter. We must bear in
mind the amendment claims the Govern-
ment should take some action in regard
to the allegations. As I recall the words of
the member for Mt. Lawley, he said that
certain people have been refused supplies
uniess they join a unijon. That seems to be
the crux of the complaint.
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Mr. O'Connor: By the way, some sare
owner-drivers.

Mr, TAYLOR: It is still the crux of the
complaint,

Mr, O'Neil: It is a protection racket.

Mr. TAYLOR.:: Let us get back to the
precess of law, which the Government is
alleged not to follow. My understanding of
the situation—and this follows up my reply
to the member for Mt. Lawley—is that the
processes of law can follow a number of
courses.

PFirstly, the materials which are supplied
are the property of a company; they are
not the property of a man or of a union.
If a depot refuses to supply goods, it is
futile to say in this House that the men re-
fused to supply the goods. It would be the
company that refused to supply them.

Sir Charles Court: That is not correct,
because the company is being intimidated.

Mr. TAYLOR: Let me go a step further.
The employer has two options available to
him if his employees defiy him. Firstly, he
may dismiss them: that is his irrefutable
right. Secondly, if the employer believes
there is to be a dispute he may immed-
iately refer the matter to the Industrial
Comrnission.

Mr., O'Neil: So c¢an the Minister,
asked you to do that yesterday.

Mr, TAYLOR: That is true; the Minister
can also refer the dispute to the commis-
sion, and I will cover that point. However,
either the company—the employer—or the
employees—the union—can take the matter
to arbitration. The Minister may also do
that in the interests of the public. To cover
the interjection made by the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition very quickly, I
would say that as far as I can recall no
Minister for Labour in the history of the
Act has intervened in the interests of the
publie, and I refer to the present and the
past Government, So to suggest that I
should do so on the basis of a question
without notice presented to me at a late
hour yesterday aifternoon is pushing the
matter toc far.

Mr. O’Neil; It is not a matter of inter-
vening in the interests of the public. It is
a matter of bringing it to the notice of
the commission. The Minister does not
know his Act.

Mr. TAYLOR: The Opposition has al-
ready suggested the matter has heen be-
fore the notice of the public for a long
time. The company can refer it to the In-
dustrial Commission, and so can the union.
The employer, if he 50 wishesg, can dismiss
a servant for not supplying goods;, but
that has not happened.

We

Sir Charles Court: Because the company
is under intimidation.
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Mr. TAYLOR: That is the argument so
far as the company and ilis servants are
concerned. I emphasise I am not sug-
gesting that the action complained of is
actually taking place because, as I implied
in my answer yesterday, I have no know-
ledge of the matter other than what was
conveyed t0 me by the member for Darl-
ing Range.

Mr. O'Neil: It has been on for months.

Sir Charles Court: You know about the
T.W.U. sticker system.

The SPEAKER.: Order!

Mr. TAYLOR: Let us look at the matter
in another way—and I wish now to answer
the suggestion that I should have taken
precipitative action and should be cen-
sured for not doing so. If it is & matter
of compelling someone to join a union,
then at least some members of the Oppo-
sition should be aware that the Industrial
Arbitration Act contains a provislon which
enables a person to be exempted from
jolning a union. A number of people have
applied for that exemption,

Mr. O'Neil: How can an employer apply
to joln & union? You don't know your
Act. We are talkihg about employers,
not employees.

Mr. TAYLOR: I will repeat the point
I was making, because I think it is valid.
No man must become & member of a
union against his wish. He can apply to
the court for exemption. From memory—
and I will attempt to clarify this in answer
to a question on notice later—the Indus-
trial Registrar has not declined a signifi-
cant number of applications for exemp-
tion. My understanding of the sltuation
is that the bulk of those who apply for
exemption are granted it.

Mr. O'Nell: That is, If they do not pull
out first. About half of the applicants
withdraw their applications as a result of
intimidation.

Mr. TAYLOR: Bere we have a censure
amendment which says that the Minister
will not take action regarding the matter
ralsed by the Opposition.

Sir Charles Court: He will not.

Mr. TAYLOR: I put it to0 members oppo-~
site—as I replied to the member for Mt.
Lawley yesterday—that I should follow the
processes of law and that if I took action
naw I would be interfering In a matter
concerning a company and its business,
workmen and their attitudes, and the
general public which have dealings with
them. There is a process by which the
three parties may take action. The em-
ployer and employees certainly may take
action in the Industrial Court; and I would
think a private individual would have a
clvil case against the others for the ncn-
provision of goods.

[ASSEMELY.]

Certalnly I will make this point in con-
nection with the question placed on the
natice paper by the member for Mt. Law-
ley when I answer it a little later. In his
question the honourable member makes a
suggestion of foree. Our laws make pro-
vislon for the protection of people agalnst
the use of force—and I use that word in
its dictionary sense.

Sir Charles Court: The people concerned
woqlddhe dead by the time the protection
arrived.

Mr. TAYLOR: I refer now to a letter
which was read out by the member for
Darling Range. I do not here dispute it.

The only knowledge I have i5 that which
I obtained from the honourable member
last night and this morning, A small sec-
tion of this letter reads as follows—

The organiser of thls union was
threatened with violence . . .

That was not questioned by members of
the Opposition. To the best of my know-
ledge the majority of the industrial
awards contaln a provislon glving a right
to any union representative to enter in-
dustrial premises, In this case, appar-
ently one of the organisers, whilst carry-

ing out his lawful ocecupation, was
threatened with violence.

Mr. O’'Neil: Who was that?

Mr. TAYLOR: I do not know. I am

merely quoting from this letter and those
are the facts which are mentioned in it.
There was a threat of violence made to a
union organiser. I would like to hear from
the Opposition whether it condones that
and whether it would like me to take the
same action to protect the crgantiser from
any threat of violence. Obviously & breach
of the law has been committed; an unlaw-
ful act has been committed. The many
Interjections that have heen made do not
caver the point. The answer to one of
the interjectlons made by one of my own
colleagues would bring about a response
similar to that which I am making to this
motion.

There Is a process of law that must be
followed. If an organiser is threatened
with violence, If any representative is
threatened with violence, the process of the
law should be followed. If at this point
in {ime, after the present Government has
been in office two years and after many
yvears of administration by the previous
Government, we have a motion brought
before the House condemning the Govern-
ment and the Minister for Labour because
he has not taken action in regard to a
matter brought to his notice 24 hours pre-
viously, the content of the law should
presumably be changed. But there has
been no change in the law for the settle-
ment of disputes between employers and
employees. ‘The existing Iegislation fis
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basleally satisfactory, and certainly, be-
fore any Minister of a Government inter-
cedes In a matter such as this, recourse
should be had to the process of the law.

That is the proper course that should be
followed rather than have the Minister
interfere in a situation where he would not
necessarily be welcome. No approach to
take the matter before the law has heen
made by either the employers or the unjon,
or even by any individual. Further, no
approach has been made by such people
to myself as Minister for Labour, to my
department, or to any organisation that I
know of, other than t{o the members of
the Opposition.

Mr, O'Neil: Tell us what you think of
the trial and the wverdict!

Mr. Graham: This is a political stunt.
The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. TAYLOR: I can only repeat my
first remark; that those who are faced
with troubles In regard to industrial rela-
tlans have recourse by taking their griev-
ances to the proper authority. I oppose the
amendment. i

MR. O'NEIL (East Melville—Deputy
Leader of the Opposition) [1233p.m.1: I
am completely and utterly disgusted with
the attitude of the Minister for Labour,
particularly in regard to the last part of
his speech. In making reference to a
specific instance, a specific place, and a
specific person, he quoted a small portion of
a letter, a copy of which has been handed
to him. He said@ that if the organiser had
been subjected to some sort of violence
legal action was avallable to him in respect
of that threat. We challenged the Minister
to give his opinion as to what happened as
a result of this alleged threat, but he
squibbed the question and sat down as
quickly as he could. I now ask him to give
an answer, by way of interjection, as to
what he thinks of this situation. Because
a union organiser reported that a threat
of violence had been made against him
by some party whose neme was men-
tioned, the union made a decision without
any trial and without inquiry to the effect
that the particular individual who was
accused of making the threat will not be
provided with any service from the depot in
question for 2 period of three months.

In other words, the union appointed
itself judge and jury and came to & verdict
against which there is no appeal. What
opinion does the Minister hold in regard
to that type of action? That is all I want
to know.

Mr. Jamieson: You are doing exactly the
same thing.

Mr, O'NEIL: Let the Minister for Labour
answer my guestion.

Mr. Taylor: The answer to that question
is very simple. If ng supplies are heing
made to that Individual he can have
recourse to the company concerned.
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Mr. O’'NEIL: The Minister is avoiding
the guestion. He is not game to say that
if the matter of the union taking direct
action In a case of a threat against one
of its organsiers is the subject for some
legal action, it must necessarily follow
that he disagrees also with the action
taken by the union. It is as simple as that,
but he squibbed the answer. On this
particular matter a number of peints have
been conveniently overlooked by the Min-
ister and judging from the interjections
made by some members on the front bench
there are elear indications that they have
little or no knowledge of the industrial
arbitration law.

Mr. May: You mean the front Opposi-
tion bench.

Mr. Graham: You are In that position.

Mr. O'NEIL: By way of interjection the
Deputy Premier admitted that there i1s a
protection racket being conducted by this
particular union, and his words can be
checked in Hensard. He said, “If the man
Joins the union he will be protected.”

Mr. Graham: That i1s so; that is the
purpose of the union.

Mr. O'NEIL: That is a protection racket.
The men to whom we refer are not em-
ployees. They are subcontractors; they
are employers; they are farmers; they are
service station operators who go to the
depot In their own vehieles and pick up
their own supplles. There is no necessity
for them to become members of the union.

Mr. Graham: If anyone has been ag-
grieved there is provision under the law
for action to he taken.

Mr. O'NEIL: The members of the Gav-
ernment do not care shout the law; they
do not understand.

Mr. Jamieson: This is not the job of
Parliament.

Mr. O'NEIL: The Minister exhibited a
lack of knowledge of the Industrial Arbi-
tration Act when he spoke of intervention
in the public interest.

Mr. Graham: You are interested only
in the Bunhbury by-election.

Mr. O'NEIL: This has nothing to do
with the Bunbury by-election.

Mr. Graham: The member for Mt. Law-
ley has his notes written out already. You
are putting on a cireus; that Is all you
are doing,

Mr. Bertram: Hear, hear!

Mr. O'NEIL: I was referring to the situ-
ation where the Minister replied that any
action taken by him as Minister for
Labour would he by way of intervention
in the public interesi. We are not talking
about that. It Is perfectly true that most
Governments think seriously about inter-
vening in a dispute in the publie interest
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when the matter is already before the In-
dustrial Commission. It has been done,
but Governments of all colours have to be
extremely careful in such situations. How-
ever, we are not talking about that.

If the Minlster, or any person for that
matter, is aware that there is developing
a certain situation which could occasion
an Industrial dispute, he may refer the
matter to the Industrial Commission. On
many occasions when I was Minister for
Labour information came to me that a
problem was Mkely to occur in a certaln
industry. I would refer the matter to
the commission, not for a hearing by the
commisston, but so that the conciliation
sections of the Act could be put into opera-
tion. Frequently the confrontation between
management and labour was avoided, but
the commission requires to be advised of
an anticipated industrial dispute hefore
it takes any action. If the Minister knew
nothing about it he is at fault. He was
cut of the State for some time and either
he does not know what s going on or he
is burying his head In the sand and does
not want to know what 1s going on.

Mr. May: That Is completely unfalir! You
know he has been outside the State on

Government business.

Mr. O'NEIL: When we were in office
massive criticlsm was levelled against us
because of the number of overseas trips
that were made by the Ministers. How-
ever, the Minister for Labour has been
overseas four times since the Government
took office.

Mr. Taylor: How long have you known
about the matter?

Mr. O'NEIL: The matter has been aired
in the Press for some considerable time.
It may well be that precise evidence In the
form of the letter referred to, and a docu-
ment which appeared on notice boards,
came intg our possession within the last
24 or 48 hours, but if we had come here
with some sort of airy-falry proposition,
those on the other side of the Chamber
would have sald, “Give us facts” We
now have the facts, the Minister also has
them, and he should act. It cught to be
made perfectly clear that he has the
power, but I do not think he is game to
use it.

Sir Charles Court: He woitld not re-
main a Minister for 24 hours If he took
that action.

Mr. Graham: What actlon should he
take?

Mr. O'NEIL: There !s ample opportun-
ity to put into operation the provisions of
the industrial law. I can recall a case
which occurred just prior to the last change
of Government when there was massive
industrial unrest in the meat industry.

Mr. Bertram: Which Government was
that?

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. O'NEIL: It was while we were in
Government.

Mr. Davies:
unrest.

Mr. O'NEIL: In the meat industry.
Mr. Davies: You could not control it.

Mr. O'NEIL: The Minister is helping me
all along the line. No doubt he would have
liked us to take action.

Mr. Davies: Yes.

Mr. O'NEIL: We did, but that actlon
was resclnded by the incoming Govern-
ment. The W.A. Meat Export Works, the
Midland Junection Abatioir Board, and the
private abattoirs determined upon a course
of action to take agalnst the trade unions
which were responsible for this industrial
unrest. All this was approved, and a case
was drawn up. They asked for actlon to
be taken, and we approved of it. However,
a change of Government occurred, and
after the change an instruction was issued
by the incoming Government that the
Government abattoirs were to disengage
from the actlon. The actlon was taken at
the request of the Government instru-
mentalities and undertaken by our Gov-
ernment, but with a change of Govern-
ment this course of actlon was withdrawn.
The present Government boggled under
and obeyed the dictates of the Trades and
Labor Council.

Mr. Hartrey: What are we elected for?

Mr. Davies: Why did you not take
action?

Mr. C'NEIL: The Minister has just asked
me why we did not take action. I have
told him the action we took. However, the
incoming Government withdrew from
that eourse of action, because it is dictated
to in respect of industrial matters.

The Minister has admitted that he con-
siders this is not a matter for the Indus-
trinl Commission or the Minister for
Labour. He stated there are several
courses of action open, and the police can
be called in. This Government withdraws
from any matters that are related to con-
frontation betweern management and
labour. The Government has squibbed the
issue; it has not the guts to discharge its
responsibilities.

MR. THOMPSON (Darling Range)
[12.43 pm.]: I believe that the trade
unions in this State and right throughout
Australia have recognised a trend that has
evolved over the last few years, and they
do not like it. T believe they will do all in
their power to create s situation where
the unions become all-powerful. We have
seen, both in the Federal and the State
spheres which have Labor Governments,
the implementation of compulsory mem-
bership of trade unions.

It was massive Industrial
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We saw an example of this in the Fed-
eral Parliament where legislation was re-
cently introduced to make provision for
Commonwealth public servants, who are
members of unions, to be granted four
weeks’ annual leave, while those not mem-
bers of a union are to remain on the exist-
ing three weeks. The cobvious intention is
to force people to join unions.

Mr. Graham: Does not the same prin-
ciple apply in respect of the Liberal Party’s
health policy under which people are com-
pelled to join a health benefits society,
otherwise they will have to bear the full
hospital costs.

Mr. THOMPSON: That is no comparison
at all

Mr. Graham: Yes, it is a comparison.

Mr. THOMPSON: We had another ex-
ample in this House last year when the
Education Act Amendment Bill (No. 2) was
introduced and dropped. Under this legis-
lation teachers were to be forced to join
unions.

Mr. Graham: So they ought to join,

Mr. THOMPSON: This matter might
come up for debate again this year. I
believe in the prineciple of voluntary
unionism.

Mr. Graham: If one wants to reap bene-
fits one must be prepared to contribute.

Mr. THOMPSON: I believe pegple should
join unions.

Mr. Graham: But free to scab if they
want to!

Mr. THOMPSON: However, there should
be no compulsion to jein.

Mr. O'Connor: Pay protection money,
and they will be looked after. That is
what it amounts to.

Mr. THOMPSON: The Deputy Premier
implied that.

Mr. Gresham: So as fo protect
members.

Sitting suspended from 1245 to 2.15 pm.

Mr. THOMPSON: Members of the
Opposition feel very strongly about the
matter we are discussing today, but it is
clear the Government does not care very
much about it because I note that we have
only two Ministers in their seats at the
moment.

Mr. H. D. Evans: That is enough to
handle you lot.

Mr. ©'Neil: You have no-one behind you.

Mr. H. D. Evans: We don't need them.

Mr. THOMPSON: The Minister for
Labour is now scampering to his seat.

Mr. Teylor: He was sitting right next
to you, the better to hear you.

Mr. THOMPSON: I can understand his

ecoming to this side of the House because
he feels sympathy with us. He Kknows

its
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jolly well thet if the present trend con-

tinves he will have to come into line

;v{it.ﬁ what is dictated to him from Trades
all.

It is clear that the unions receive tre-
mendous support in establishments such
as the Midland workshops and the Midland
Abattoir, and any other place where large
groups of employees congregate. I believe
that this is so because the radicals—the
people who really want to keep the union
movement together—are very active in en-
couraging the employees to join the union.
I have had a fair amount of experience in
working in similar places and I understand
fully the methods employed by some people.

I said earlier thet I support the principle
of the {rade union movement. I believe
every section of the community should have
some collective body to express its point
of view, but I emphasise that I believe
this should be on a voluntary basis. In the
last few years in Western Australia par-
ticularly we have seen trade unions losing
the control they once had. During the
regime of the Brand Government a great
amount of work was underiaken in West-
ern Australia and tremendous pressures
were apblied by a number of enterprising
people who took the opportunity to estab-
lish their own business ventures.

Until a few years ago builders directly
employed all the necessary labour on their
jobs—the bricklayers, plasterers, and so on
—at the day-labour award rate, and they

did everything required of them by the
unions.

However, in the last few years the
system has changed and, instead of the
builders having the work done by the
employees under their direct control, they
sublet the work, in some ecases to one-man
businesses, and I believe the State has
been well served by this system. A much
smoother pattern of operation has ex-
isted in many sections of the building in-
dustry hecause these small businessmen
have a direct interest in the success of
their enterprise and have therefore under-
taken their work with advantage to the
builder and to themselves.

This system has spread like wildfire
and the unions have suddenly realised they
are losing the control they had some
time ago. I submit that the principal
reason the trade union movement desires
to obtain control of so many sections of
industry is not for the benefit of the mem-
bers of the union but, Indeed, for the
furtherance of party-political aims.

I can recall the Deputy Premier stand-
ing on the steps of Parliament House when
I had been a member for only a short
time, Right next to him was a very well-
known union man who I believe is g
communist. This particular person was
telling a gathering of peeople in front of
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the building how much better the situation
would be for the working people of this
State under a Labor Government,

Mr, McIver: That has been proved.
Mr. Taylor: True.

Mr. THOMPSON: This man went on to
say that if the union could not get its way
it would do all in its power to achieve
its objective and he even went so far as
to say that it would bring this State to its
knees if necessary. So far are these stirrers
prepared to go that they would bring the
State to its knees in order to achieve their
ends. We know the experience involving
the T.W.U,, the very union we are discuss-
ing today. For party-political reasons that
organisation took action during the visit
to this State of a sporting organisation.
Such action was hardly in the interests
of the members of the union. It was a
direct political action.

Mr. Bertram: Which sporting organisa-
tion was that?

Mr, Gayfer:
hardly cricket!

Mr. THOMPSON: 1 think the honour-
able member understands quite well.

Mr. O'Neil: No; the hongurable mem-
ber was asleep all the time.

Mr. THOMPSON: Was he?
Mr. Lapham: What is the sporting
organisation?

Mr., THOMPSON: One of the firms
against whom action was taken was Bright
Spot Caterers, but I am pleased to say
that the proprietors of that organisation
were strong enough to stand up to these
people.

I believe that until such time as em-
ployers are prepared to fight this kind of
union action, this State will be in for a
rough time. This is not the first time that
I have had occasion to speak in this House
on the questionable tactics of a {rade
union movement. I can recall speaking in
this House some time ago and mentioning
a situation which developed whence there
was strike action in progress at the Welsh-
pool factories of two structural steel firms.
I cannot recall their names but I think
that one was Forwood Down. The dispute
concerned a demarcation issue between two
unions who represented welders, and the
militant group of the union which was on
strike did all in its power to ensure that
the members of the other union—who
were prepared to work—could not work.
One of my constituents received some fair-
ly rough treatment at the hands of the
militant union people. At this time we
have eases where a union is trying to force
into its membership transport workers who
have no cause to be a part of that union.

My attention was drawn some few weeks
ago to a particular case. A small business
proprietor in my electorate conducts a
mixed business selling hardware, food-
stuffs, oils and petrol. He is a business

Does it matter? It was
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proprietor and he drives his own truck.
He has been in the habit of going to North
Fremantle and taking dellvery of produce
from an ol company for distribution
through his own outlet. He turned up at
the Fremantle depot about three weeks
aga and was met at the gate by a unlon
picket. He was invited to join the union
but he explained to the union representa-
tive in a quite friendly and amicable man-
ner that he was a businessman in his own
right, and he should not be required to
join a union.

No more was said and the businessman
drove his vehicle into the works expecting
to be served. However, the company would
not serve that particular fellow. He re-
ferred the matter to me and I got in touch
with the oil company concerned. A repre-
sentative of the company told me that they
would dearly love to supply my constituent,
and many others in this State, but they
were not game to do so because the Trans-
port Workers' Union had threatened to
take industrial action against any oil
company which served a person of whom
the transport union did not approve.

A very dangerous situation has evelved,
The Transport Workers' Union is flexing
its muscles and putting pressure on the
oll companies. I suggest this pressure will
spread and in time to come the union will
tell the oll companies that if they supply
people of whom the unions do not approve
they will be put cut of business.

I suggest it s time the oll companies—
and anyone else who i5 subjected to this
type of pressure-—stood up and fought. If
action Is not taken the whole country will
be in a very sorry situation indeed.

It was sald earller today by members
opposite, that this fear 1s just & figment of
our imagination, I will quote from a
letter, which 1s headed Transport Workers'
Union of Austraila, Western Australian
Branch. The address is Room 53, Trades
Hall, Perth. The letter 1s addressed to the
manager of a particular ol company based
In Western Australla, and, In part, reads
as follows—

Dear Mr. . . .

Recently during an examination of
Union cards at—

The examination was at a particular depot
in North Fremantle. To continue—
—Mr. Shilling, an Organiser of
the Transport Workers’ Union of
Australia duly elected and creden-
tialled, was threatened with viclence
by ohe knownh as—

I will not quote his name. To confinue—
—who drives truck number . . ,

The declsion of the Committee of
Management of the Western Austra-
Han Branch of the Transport Work-
ers’ Union on the evening of . . . was
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that he be hanned from belng loaded
at your installation for a perlod of
three months.

Just where are we going? The union has
sald that a certaln truck is not to be
loaded. I have had discusslons with the
management of the particular oll com-
pany and I have heen told that the com-
pany dare not supply my constituent be-
cause the union has said the company
would be put out of business.

I call upon the oil companies—and on
any other group of employers who find
themselves in this position—tc take up
the matter and take on the unions. I
suggest that this type of situation will
deterlorate and someone will eventually
have to stand up and fight. I suggest that
time is now.

Mr, O’Connor: Hear, hear!
Mr. Taylor: The honourable member

would agree there is machinery available
for this sort of thing?

Mr. THOMPSON: Yes, I agree. But
it is as much the responsibility of the
Minister to take up this matter—particu-
larly now that it has been ralsed in such
clear terms in this place—the responsi-
hility of the Minister to take as it is the
responsibility of the individual operator.
Indeed, I suggest it is more the responsi-
bility of the Minister because there can be
no recriminations against him from the
union, I would expect that a Minister of
the Crown would be immune from that
sort of thing. However, we on this side of
the House are realistic.

Mr, Taylor: Does the honocurable mem-
ber know that it 15 a federal unlon and
that I have no jurisdiction?

Mr. THOMPSON: It is indeed,
Mr. Lapham: It is not within his power.

Mr, THOMPSON: The other night some-
one spoke about the legal position of the
Government and the obligation on the
Government. I believe a Government—in
this case the Minister of the Government
in this State—has the obligation to do
somefhing about the matter, even if he
only comes out with a statement to the
effect that he deplores the attitude and
suggests the union should drop it.

Mr, O'Neil: We have not got a Govern-
ment in this State.

Mr. THOMPSON: The Minister is not
prepared to do that. It is as much his
responsibility as it is the responsibility of
the individual operator or oil company.
Many individual oberators—small business-
men—fear the impact of their own actions,
s0 they go along, pay their subscription,
and put it down to one they lost. There
are some people whose principles will not
allow them to do it, and I believe some
of them will challenge the union. I hope
they will challenge it in the courfs very
soon.
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I think the Minister should show some
initiative in this matter. He has said he
was not aware of it. I suggest that if he
is not aware of it he should be aware of
it because there are many people in this
State who have less contact than he
with the industrial situation who are
aware of it. If he does not know he
should know.

Mr. Lapham: Did you become aware of
it last night? ’

Mr. THOMPSON: If the Minister has
known about it for some time and has
not done anything, he should resign
because he has not been doing his job.

Mr. Bertram: What do you suggest he
should do?

Mr. THOMPSQN: He should make a
public statement—

Mr. Hartrey: That would make a bhig
difference!

Mr. THOMPSON: It would make a big
difference when one considers the politics
with which this man sides. When the
Brand Government was in power there
were many occasions when the Minister
for Labour came cut strongly in the Press
and denounced these people for what they
were doing. By that very action he made
a marked impact on the situation.

Mr, Hartrey: What notice do they take
of a member of the Government?

Mr, O'Neil: The member for Boulder-
Dundas shows little confldence in the
Minister for Labour if he thinks they
would take no notice of him.

Mr. THOMPSON: Precisely; and they
would take more notice of a representative
of a socialist party than they would of a
representative from this side. I suggest
they would take too much notice and for
that reason the Minister for Labour is
not game to do it.

It has been said that exemptions can
he given to people who do not want to
become members of a union. I have been
associated with unionists and with people
who want to opt out of & union, and it
is a fact that about half of the people
who make applications for exemption
from a trade union withdraw their applica-
tions because of pressure applied through
the Trade Union movement and they are
not game {0 go on.

Mr. O’'Neil: Intimidation.
Mr. THOMPSON: Precisely; so they go
along with it

Mr. Lapham: Would the intimidation be
from a number of employers who do not
want their staff to be In a union?

Mr. THOMPSON: No.

Mr. O'Neil: It is intimidation from their
so-called workmates.

Mr. O’'Connor: If it were, it is covered
in our motion anyway,
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Mr. R. L. Young: It must be a long time
since the member for Karrinyup worked
for a union.

The SPEAKER: Qrder!

Mr. THOMPSON: When the Minister
for Labour was on his feet he suggested the
Opposition should consider the position
of the union man who was supposed to
have been subjected to a threat of violence,
We did so, and I would like to quote again
part of the question I asked in the House
yesterday. I asked—

What is his attitude (o a recent
memorandum to members of the
Transport Workers' Union . . .

The memorandum reads—

At a recent examination of Union
cards at . . . installation . . . North
Fremantle, an Organiser of this Union
was threatened with violence.

That is the part to which I wish to refer.
We do not duestion that the organiser may
have been threatened with violence but
we do question the right of a trade
union organisation to be the judge and
jury, try a man in his absence, and say,
“We find this man unacceptable to us
and we will put him out of business for
three months".

Mr. O'Connor: Disgraceful!

Mr. THOMPSON: I ask the legal eagles
on the other side of the House whether
they consider that is a reasonable action to
he taken by a group of people.

Mr. Lapham: Are you prejudging the
union without getting the facts?

Mr. THOMPSON: I am not. I am
quoting what the union said and asking
whether it is considered the union has the
right to take the law into fts own hands.
By that question I imply that the matter
should have been referred to a court of
law. If someone threatens me, I have
access to a court of law, If a member of &
union is threatened, he can take -civil
action against the person who levels the
threat. No union at all has the right to
decide whether that man is guilty of such
an assault, I ask the members for Mt.
Hawthorn and Boulder-Dundas to com-
ment on that situation.

Mr. Bertram: You will not be dis-
appeointed, so just proceed.

Mr. O'Neil: No report until you get a
briefing from Trades Hall?

Mr. THOMPSON: I would like to know
their attitude to that situation. We on
this side of the House deplore whst is going
on. I believe a rumour is circulating in
the Transport Workers’ Unfon to the effect
that farmers who go along to the various
oll company depots to pick up their own
supplies will have this same sort of action
taken against them.

Mr. Lapham: Complete rubbish!
Mr. THOMPSON: Is it?
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Mr. Lapham: Yes. They have never
yet been asked to join a union.

Mr., THOMPSON: No, nor have the
self-employed people who are now being
forced to join. Let us look at the pressure
that has been exerted by the Transpori
Workers’ Union in the last couple of
years. It has made sure that every em-
ployee who drives a truck and takes fuel
away from the depots joins the wunion.
The union forces those people. It then
turned its attention to the subcontract
operators and forced them to become
members of the unlon. There are still
some of them who are not members, but
g'l‘e union will get them—it will work on
hem.

Mr. O'Neil: Are they not required to
carry a sticker on the windscreen of their
trucks?

Mr. THOMPSON: The union is now
turning its attention to small business
proprietors—people who are employers of
labour—and foreing them to hecome mem-
bers of the union. Of what advantage is
it to a self-employed person who employs
labour to become a member of a trade
union? Farmers too, are self-employed
people who also take delivery of fuel from
oil company depots. The particular con-
stituent to whom I referred earlier em-
ploys seven or eight people. Two or three
people in my electorate are in the same
position. The union has a very effective
way of achieving this objective. It puts a
sticker on the truck, and if a truck with-
out a sticker pulls up at Fremantle it is
not allowed to be loaded. That is deplor-
able, We will not accept that, and we
expect this amendment to be carried.

MR. BLAIKIE (Vasse) [2.38 pm.): I
support the amendmeni moved by the
member for Mt. Lawley. I deplore the
actions of the Government in this regard.
T will refer to a recent incident in the Fed-
eral sphere of which members of this
House will be only too well aware. I refer
to the boycott on American ships by Aus-
tralian seamen. The boycott was directed
against the American nation in retaliation
for the American policy on North Vietnam,
which they said was a policy of slaughter
and murder.

Mr. McIver: What has this to do with
the State Government?

Mr. BLAIKIE: It has a lot to do with
the State Government.

Mr. O’Connor: Of course it has. It must.

Mr. MeclIver: Workers in the Eastern
States going on strike?
Mr. BLAIKIE: With your indulgence,

Mr, Speaker, the amendment states—

. . . that we view with concern the
fact that the Government is not pre-
pared to protect . ..
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As far as the member for Ascot is con-
cerned, he regards the actions of the Am-
ericans as slaughter and massacre. How-
ever, that was a policy of the American
nation and I think it can best decide its
own Dpolicles without suffering reprisals
from Australia. Was the action of the Sea-
men’s Union supported by the Govern-
ment? No; because it was an illegal action.
The union took reprisals against the Am-
erican nation, which could have led to
irreparable damage to the Australian ag-
ricultural Industries. That is how fickle the
unions have become.

The Seamen’s Union does not care who
else is affected. As far as it is concerned
if a ship is not loaded today it will be
ivaded tomorrow or the next day, and the
union members will receive overtime, any-
way. But the fact that & beef producer
cannot sell his beef because ¥ cannot he
loaded onto a ship does not worry them. It
is an exemple of might and strength, and
the union believes it is rlght. I am saying
it is entirely wrong, and I believe the bulk
of the Australian people also feel that way.
Of course, the union did not realise that
the American Longshoremen's Association
would take retaliatory action. What a
shock that proved to be.

Mr. Hartrey: That is a bosses’ union.

Mr. BLAIKIE: I referred to that inci-
dent because I helieve what occurred then
has had a very important bearing on the
situation in Western Australia today. To
refer again to the action of the Seamen’s
Union in Australia, I would point out that
the whole nation was exiremely worried
that our beef shipments were not getting
to America. This was a matter of vital con-
cern to the country. Of course, I realise
members on the other side of the House
were not very concerned because they rep-
iesent the metropclitan area.

Mr. T. D. Evans: I do not.

Mr. BLAIKIE: So now the Minister for
Education—

Mr. T. D. Evans: I represent the State
of Western Australia, and the area of
Kalgoorlie in particular.

Mr. BLAIKIE: —represents a rural area.
Maybe the member for Ascot would also
like to say he represents a rural area.
However, If you, Mr. Speaker, were In-
volved at the time I am sure you would
have stood up and been counted iIn an
effort to take action against the reprisals
of the Seamen’s Union because they were
illezal and detrimental to the economy of
Australia.

I make this pcint: where was the Prime
Mintster when these events took place?
He was awaiting the return of the Presi-
dent of the A.CT.U., who was on & cruise
in the South Sea Islands. He was walting
the return of Mr. Hawke so that he couid
be told what to do.

Mr, Bryce: He is entitled to have holi-
days.
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Mr. BLAIKIE: Yes, but the rest of Aus-
tralia waited with bated breath to
hear what the Prime Minister had to say,
but he could say nothing because his boss
had not returned to tell him what to say.
I would like now to quote from an article
which appeared in The West Ausiralian
on the 10th January, 1973, under the
heading of “Seamen Uft ban on US.
ships”. I quote as follows the remarks of
Mr. Hawke—

Its president, Mr. R. J. Hawke, sald
yesterday that 1t would cover all US.
goods and services as well as shipping.

The A.C.T.U. executive would meet
on January 30 and would consider
whether further action was to be
taken.

Further on the article contlnues—

Mr. Hawke sald yesterday that it
would have been pointless for the
Prime Minister, Mr. Whitlam, to com-
ment on the ban.

I make this point: who is running the
country? Is the Government of the day
running the country, or is 1t being run by
the ACTU.? It is a sad state of affairs
when the Government does not act as It
should. I am pleased to say that the
Premier said he would spesk to Mr. Whit-
lam about the matter. However, no action
was taken by the Prime Minister.

I bring my remarks closer to home now
and refer to the present illegal action of
the Transport Workers' Union in Bunbury.

Mr. Hartrey: I thought we were talking
about North Fremantle.

Mr. BLAIKIE: I understand from other
members that the union is also taking
action there. This matter was drawn to
my aitentlon on Tuesday night when a
person in my electorate phoned me to in-
quire whether or not he was cobliged to
join the Transport Workers' Union.

Mr. T. D. Evans: Why have you delaved
so long before ventilating the matter? To-
day Is Thursday.

Mr. O'Neil: It was ventilated in this
House last year. Where there is no sense
there is no feeling,

The SPEAKER.: Order! I point out to
the Deputy Leader of the Opposition that
he is not sitting in his seat.

Mr. BLAIKIE: Officials of the T W.U.
were in Bunbury on Tuesday.

Mr, O'Connor: They are trying to make
the pecple of Bunbury submit, but they
will not win there.

Mr. BLAIKIE: The purpose of their visit
was to endeavour to enlist unlon members.

Mr. Hartrey: Very commendable.

Mr. BLAIKIE: My constituent phoned
me on Tuesday night in order to ascertain
whether he was legally obliged to become
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a member of the T'W.U. He informed
me that he went to an oil depot in Bun-
bury to collect fuel and was told by an
officlal that unless he became a member
of the union he would be prevented from
oblaining fuel supplies. He filled ouf a
form for membership because it 1s vital
that he obtain supplies of fuel for his
business. I might add that he filled out
the form under duress.

I ascertajned the legal ramifications for
him. I found that, in fact, the union is
ouerating in a completely illegal fashion.
On the following morning, Wednesday, he
returned to the depot to collect more fuel
and was met by the union officlal—a Mr.
Shilling—and told that he was not—

Mpr. O'Connor: Not worth tuppence.

Mr. BLAIKIE: —a member ¢f the union
and that if he did not join he would be
refused entry. My constituent told the
official that he had no legal obligation to
join the union. At that stage he was re-
fused the supply of fuel. I notice that
memb%ers of the Government are now very
silent.

Mr. Bertram: They are aimost asleep.

Mr. O'Connor: Yes, that happens when-
ever anything of interest to the people is
brought up,

Mr. BLAIKIE: Of course, we realise that
the present Government believes in social-
isation; but the members of my party be-
iieve in the people.

Government members: What!

Mr. BLAIKIE: Members opposite may
laugh about it now, but we will see who
will be laughing after the 1974 polls.

Mr. T. D, Evans: Yes, we will see.

Mr. BLAIKIE: The union officials have
now directed their atteniion to owner-
drivers. They have taken reprisals against
those drivers at Bunbury by refusing the
supply of fuel., I can assure you, Mr.
Speaker, that unless a driver joins the
union he is denied the supply of fuel, even
though he be an owner-driver. In this con-
text it is illegal under the Act for a self-
employed person to become a member of
a union.

Myr. Hartrey: To which Act are you re-
ferring?
Mr. BLAIKIE: If the honourable mem-

ber has done the homework that I have
he would know.

Mr. Hartrey: You are the one who is
speaking on this matter.

Mr. BLAIKIE: To the same extent there
are other transport operators opervating
from the Bunbury fuel depot who are em-
ployers of labour. We have, for instance,
the employer who has several trucks. Such
operatols are also being blackmailed into
jolning the union, otherwise they are
threatened with a denijal of supplies. In
fact this has happened. Even though such
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operators engage employees who are, in
foct, members of the T.W.U., the union is
quite implicit that the owner-operator
must also be a member of the union.

In this context we find that the liveli-
hood of some people is being jeopardised by
such action. One operator who has a truck-
ing business, and who employs five drivers
besides doing some of the work himself,
has no objection to his embployees being
members of the T.W.U. if that is their de-
sire, but he dges object to becoming a
member himself if he is not required to do
s0. He is carrying on a business and he is
faced with this threat in the middle of the
superphosphate carting season.

The fuel depot is cenfred at Bunbury
which supplies south-west centres radiat-
ing from it. I would like to know what the
Minister for Agriculture, in his role as the
member for Warren, would do if electors
in his area were denied the right of fuel
supplies from Manjimup, simply because
they were not members of this union and
were not legally required to be members.

It is unfortunate that the member for
Collie is not In the Chamber today, he-
cause I khow there are people in the Collie
district who have also been required to
join the union under threat of reprisals
if they did not.

Mr. T. D. Evans: They can take appro-
priate action under the Industrial Arbitra-
tion Act.

Mr. BLAIKIE: The Minister should wait
until he hears what I have to say.

Mr. T. D. Evans: Answer it. The Lord
hzlps those who help themselvest!

Mr. BLAIKIE: What is happening is
that membership of the union will give
these peaple protection against the denial of
supplies. If by way_of court order the
T.W.U. is allowed to do these things, what
other form of reprisals could also he
taken? This is a threat of a very serious
nature which is disturbing a great many
peaple.

Mr. Graham: How many?

Mr. O’Neil: If there were only one the
number would be too many.

Mr. Graham: The Government has to
stampede just because g single individual
gets excited?

Mr. BLAIKIE: Right now a large num-
ber of people are affected.

Mr. Graham: This matter is so im-
portant that the Leader of the Opposi-
tion has left Perth!

Mr. O'Connor: The Minister handling
this maiter is not in the Chamber either.

Mr. Graham: Your leader is 100 miles
away.

Mr. O'Connor: He had to fulfil an
engagement which was made many days
ago. You are heing unfair in what you
say.
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Mr. BLATIKIE: In spite of the acts of
reprisals these people are making a stand
against the might and strength of the
T.W.U. This morning by way of inier-
jection when the member for Mt. Lawley
was speaking the Deputy Premier said,
“Let them stand up and be ecounted.”
They are standing up and they are pre-
pared to be counted. I shall back them as
far as I can, and I believe the Govern-
ment also has an obligation to stand by
them. There is now silence on the opposite
henches!

What the union is doing is illegal. I
believe the Government has an obligation
to protect people against this form of
intimidation. The unions have gained their
strength in many sectors of this com-
munity by using intimidatory tactics. They
have used the threat of reprisals and the
threat of black bans. I could go on and on
in this way. It is sickening to see what is
happening in Western Australia, and this
state of affairs is being perpetuated.

The Minister for Labour said he could
not do anything, because these people
were operating under a Federal award. I
do not deny this. However, the people con-
cerned are citizens of Western Australia,
and in view of the intimidation, the
threats, and reprisals, surely the Gov-
ernment has an obligation to give them
some sort of protection. I fully support
the amendment moved by the member for
Mt. Lawley.

MR. HARTREY (Boulder-Dundas)} [2.56
p.m.1: The amendment, in the form of an
addendum to the motion for the adoption
of the Address-in-Reply, has been totally
ignored by the speakers on the opposite
side of the House.

Mr, O’Neil: This is not a court of law.

Mr. HARTREY: I would remind the
honourable member it is. This is the high
court of Parliament, and that was why
the Speaker wore a wig on opening day.
It was to remind us of the simple fact
that this is the legislative body of the
State. This is the body which makes the
laws, and at times it is necessary for us
to interpret the laws. However, at all times
it is our responsibility to carry out our
duties in this House impartially, with
honesty, and with a good deal of common
sense, I shall show how much common
sense members opposite have displayed.

Mr. O'Neil: All that solicitors can talk
abhout are words and technicalities, and not
principles.

Mr. HARTREY: I would like members
opposite to tell me how much of the
amendment to the motion which is the
matter before the Chair has relationship
tg the speeches that have been made by
them.
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Point of Order
Mr. O’'CONNOR: On a point of order, I
think the member for Boulder-Dundas is
reflecting on the Chair, He indicated that
none of the speeches from this side have
relevance to the matter before the Chair.

The SPEAKER: I do not uphoeld the point
of order,

Debate (on amendment {o motion)
Resumed

Mr. HARTREY: At all events I shall refer
to the {ext of the amendment. It is as fol-
lows—

That we view with concern the fact
that the Government is not prepared to
protect employees, employers, sub-
contractors, and members of the public
against indiseriminate action, black-
mail, intimidation, or undue influence
by industrial unions or other organisa-
tions.

The Government is not prepared to protect
various people; this is the charge that has
been laid. In view of that one might
reasonably expect that some of the argu-
ments from the opposite side of the House
would have some kind of relationship to
the subject matter complained of. It was
said quite freely by speakers who advocated
this amendment that it would be suffi-
cient if the Premier or the Minister for
Labour were to get up and say, “I deplore
the action of the Transport Warkers’
Unicn.” Supposing either of them did that,
would that protect *“the employer, the
employee, the subcontractor, or the mem-
ber of the public” concerned? It would do
nothing but create g lot of hot air in this
House, and we have had quite sufficlent of
that from the Opposition in the course of
the debate on this matter.

There are means of protecting any
citizen who considers he has been done an
injustice. There is the Police Aet which
makes it an offence to utter threatening
words. There is also the section of that Act
which makes it an offence to fight or to
molest people. So if the burden of the
complaint of the Oppesition members is
that somebody’s persenal rights, individual
liberties, or anything of that kind have
been viplated there are legal processes in
existence to ensure that those rights will
be vindicated.

It is not the business of the Government
to lay a charge against an alleged offender;
it is the function of the accuser. If I were
assaulted the Premier would not be ex-
pected to lay a charge. I would be expected
to lay the charge myself—if I were not
already in hospital. The point of the whole
matter is that nothing this House or this
Government could possibly do would have
any effect on the rights of any allegedly
aggrieved person. The Opposition has
treated us to & stupid political exercise.
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Mr. O'Connor: The member for Boulder-
Dundas admits that the action taken by
the unions was illegal?

Mr. HARTREY: Yes, I think that if it
happened it was a conspiracy but there
are laws which enable a person to take
action—if the story is true. The member
for East Melville complained that the
unions have been judge, jury, and
execytioner in this matter. However, this
is precisely the role which the Oppaosition
has adopted. No evidence of what has
happened has been quoted at all, except
that the member for Darling Range men-
tioned—after the amendment was moved—
a case in connection with which he was
careful not to give any names. He did
not identify anybody and in a court of
law not the slightest bit of notice could
be taken of what he said. The Opposition
claims it is not judge and jury, but that
seems to be the attitude it has adopted.

Mr, O'Neil: We have an example of a
Minister not knowing what is happening
in the industrial world. That is incom-
petence,

Mr. HARTREY: The amendment refers
to the Government not protecting the pub-
lic against indiscriminate action. Indis-
criminate action is the sort we want. We
do not want discriminatory action.

Mr. O’Connor: Perhaps the honourable
member should amend my amendment.

Mr. HARTREY: The member for Mt.
Lawley moved the amendment and I will
simply vote against it and throw it out.
We want indiscriminate action but the Op-
position is condemning nondiscriminatory
action. The Opposition also demands that
not only the unions, but other organisa-
tions, have to be condemned. I would hate
to think what would happen to them if
the Employers’ Federation were condemned
by the Opposition.

Mr. O'Connor; If that organisation were
condemned it would deserve to he con-
demned.

Mr. HARTREY: Everybody is not as
rash and silly as that.

Mr. O'Connor: If that organisation used
strong-arm tacties I would get into it too.

Mr. HARTREY: Well it does. The
amendment refers to “industrial unions or
other organisations”. The amendment is to
the effect that the Governor is to be in-
formed that this Government has refused
to take action against the Employers’ Fed-
eration for indiscriminate action. As a mat-
ter of fact there is not the slightest evi-
dence that the employers have anything to
do with this argument at all. The member
for Mt. Lawley has said that he will have
a go at the Employers' Pederation. How-
ever, I think that he should think before
he speaks. If he had worked out what he
intended before he moved the amendment
he would have done a great deal better.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. Bertram: Hear, hear!

Mr. R. L, Young: If we used that tech-
nique with some of your legislation you
would be most critical.

Mr. HARTREY: It is the only technique
to use. We are not here to propose and
enact stupid legilslation. If legislation is
badly worded it is the job of the Opposi-
tion to propose alterations.

Mr. R. L. Young: The member for
Boulder-Dundas is saying so many words.
If certain legislation stated that some par-
ticular person could not do something, and
without being specific the words, “or any
cother person” were added, could we attack
that sort of amendment on the words
alone? As the member for Boulder-Dundas
knows very well, one has to cast a net and
so does this amendment.

Mr. HARTREY: Perhaps I know better
than the member for Wembley how narrow
the net may bhe. If & clause in a lease
instrument stated that a landlord could go
inte a building accompaniéd by clerks,
architects and others, that would not mean
that he could take in policemen and
soldiers. He could simply take in people
connected with clerks and architects.

I wish also to refer to the complete lack
of any sort of evidence, worth talking ahout,
which has been put forward in support of
any of the allegations contained in the
amendment. There has heen none what-
soever, One member said@ that something
had happened in Bunbury. I ask: How far
would one get even in a J.P.'s court if one
produced an argument such as that?

Mr. W. G. Young: You are a bit hard on
the J.P.’s

Mr. HARTREY: Justice Virtue made
some more severe criticism of them recent-
1y, and I agree with what he said. I really
believe the Opposition should study amend-
ments carefully before putting them for-
ward, They should be certain that the
amendment makes sense. On this occasion
the amendment does not make sense.

Any amendment presented to this House
should be supported by evidence, but there
being on this occasion nothing fit to call
evidence the amendment cen be treated
only with the utmost contempt.

MR. MENSAROS (Floreat) £3.07 p.m.1:
I promise I will keep within the amend-
ment according to Standing Orders, unlike
my friend, the member for Boulder-
Dundas, who has castigated speakers from
this side of the House and who did not
spegk to the amendment at all.

It is slgnificant that the Government
is worried about the facts and arguments
which have been brought forward. In
fact, the Government felt so uncomfort-
able that it had to employ the services of
its legal advocate to put its case. How-
ever, he did nothing other than try to
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criticise the wording of the amendment
and he went intoc the legal technicallties
instead of trying to defend the inaction
for which the Government is responsible.
The heonourable member submitted that
the matters that count are only those
which would be acceptable as valid
evidence in a court of law.

The member for Darling Range and the
member for Vasse have told us about
situations which have occurred. Accord-
ing to the member for Boulder-Dundis
those instances do not count at all because
no names were mentioned, There Is
nothing unusual about not mentioning
names. We have been told about the man
who was not supplied with fuel, The
reason, of course, is that the union runs a
protection racket. The Deputy Premier
sald that unions exist to protect people.
However, this serious sort of situation
occurred in America with the Mafia.

The Minister for Labour rightly told us
that some people are not entltled to joln
unions because they are self-employed.
The unions are not chasing the member-
ship of those people, but they want money
so that they can put a ticket on the
vehicles owned by these people. It s a
protection racket.

As was mentioned by the member for
Darling Range, a union threatened to
blacklist a firm which supples oll because
the people who wished to pick up the oil
in their trucks did not have a union ticket.
With all due respect to the member for
Boulder-Dundas, what point is there in go-
ing fo court when a huge oil firm can be
intimidated? Individuals have had their
livelihood taken away frorm them because
of threats. People are forced to join
unions; otherwise they would not be pro-
tected by a sticker on thelr trucks.

The Minister rose to his feet and tried
to explain that he was born only this
morning. I respect his intellizence but
he pretended that he did not understand
the situstion. He talked about legalities
relating to the cases, and sald that, as/a
Minister, he was not allowed to Interfere
with the court. Of course, he was put
right by the Deputy Leader of the Opposi-
tion. It is very important for the members
of this House to understand the sltuation
which Is involved In the amendment, even
though the words may be criticised by the
member for Boulder-Dundas. This is
what we are here to discuss.

Mr. R. L. Young: What would happen if
the truck driver’s name were made public
in this place, as has been suggested?

Mr. MENSAROQS: In connection with the
previous amendment I made the remark
that the difference between Liberal-Coun-
try Party Governments and Labor Govern-
ments is that the former governs for all
the people of Australia whereas the latter—
and especially the present Federal Govern-

ment—governs for its supporters only. 1
should add that the latter also governs for
its masters, who are undoubtedly the in-
dustrial unions.

In supporting this motion I do not want
to repeat the cases which have already
been cited. I want {o deal with the aspect
of the amendment which relates to the un-
due influence of other organisations. I
think the member for Boulder-Dundas will
admit that the Government itself is un-
doubtedly an organisation,

Mr. Hartrey: Not in that context.

Mr. MENSAROS: I do not think I would
be in order in discussing with the honour-
able member an interpretation of words.
In the framework of this motion, the mat-
ter about which I am complaining and
which I want to highlight was briefly
touched on by the member for Darling
Range; that is, the reported foreshadowed
action by the Minister for Works, simply
to ape his Federal colleague, the Federal
Minister for Works. He was not very
specific about it. When he was reported
in the newspaper—

Mr. Jamieson: What has this to do with
the amendment?

Mr. MENSAROS: I previously explained
what it has to do with the amendment. It
was reported on the 28th February that
the Minister for Works wanted to take
similar action in order to influence unduly
—those are the words of the amendment—
certain people—that is, the building in-
dustry—to give preference in contracts to
those who, in the Federal Minister's nebu-
lous explanation, were good friends of the
unions, or to give preferential treatment to
the unions, or something like that.

I submit that if organisations such as the
Public Works Department—and the State
Housing Commission, if it follows suit—
embark on this sort of line it would do the
gravest harm not only to the indusiry it-
self but also to the economy of the State.
The Minister adopts the argument that this
action is necessary because the so-called
workers are underpaid and their condi-
tions should be improved. If that were so,
one could agree with him, but I submit with
all respect that he is quite mistaken.

Before I go into that matter, let me say
the building industry and its allied trades
are amongst the most important industries
in the State in that they employ roughly
one-third of the people employed in secon-
dary industry. If the foreshadowed actions
of the Minister take place, they will have
very grave consequences,

As the member for Darling Range sald,
the building industry is based on compara-
tively small entrepreneurs—the builders—
and even smaller subcontractors who are
mostly self-employed and who are the
backbone of the industry. Apart perhaps
from the rural people who own thelr own
land, those people form the most respon-
sible and important part of our community,
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and aithough they are few in number they
are working for some incentive and working
for themse_lves; they are not working for
money which is given irrespective of the
quantity or quality of the work they do. I
submit the very existence of those people
will be threatened if rules and regulations
such as those indicated by the Minister are
laid down.

Mr, Jamieson: That is not so, of course.
You are talking a lot of rubbish again, as
you usually do. You only want to attack the
unions every time you get up. That is the
only reason you get up.

Mr. R. L. Young: It is just constructive
criticism.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. Jamieson: That is the only reason
you get up on your feet—to attack the
unions.

Mr. MENSAROS: 1 am waiting for the
Minister te finish his remarks.

Mr. Jamieson: They earn you plenty of
money.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. MENSAROS: His remarks are no
different from his usual remarks.

Mr. Jamieson: Nor are yours.

Mr. MENSAROS: He is not prepared to
listen to the argument. I submit that his
reported reasons do not stand up at all. I
give one example. There has recently been
a lot of talk about the bricklaying trade. A
normal bricklaying team — which on
cottage work usually consists of two brick-
layers and one labourer -— if they are any
good at all and worthy to be called brick-
layers in a five-day week of 40 hours would
lay about 1,500 bricks a day, which amounts
to about 7,500 bricks a week. Under the
present rates the team will receive $60 for
each 1,000 bricks laid, which would amount
to $450 a week, out of which the labourer
will be paid $100, which is far ahove the
award rate. The bricklayers are left with
$350, and a generous estimate of their
overheads would be $30 a week, because
nowadays bricklayers have virtually no
tools to carry and such tools as they have
last them for a long time. Of course, they
have transport, but so does every other
employee.

Mr. Taylor; They provide their own
scaffolding and equipment.

Mr. MENSAROS: They do not. It is &
fact that the builder almost invariably
supplies the scaffolding. If a bullder did
not provide the scaffolding I do not think
he would get a bricklaying team to work
for him, or if he did he would have {o pay
them more. Bricklayers used to supply such
things as drums and planks in the old days
but they do not do so now.

In the example I have given, a sum of
$320 a week is left for two skilled men, and
I submit that $160 a week 1s far above the
award rate — in fact, almost double the
award rate.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. Jamieson: You might go on to explain
why so many of them leave the industry if
it is so good.

Mr. MENSAROS: Unfortunately, it hap-
pens all the time in the building trade be-
cause it is one of the shakiest trades in
view of the ups and downs of the economy
which invariably cccur in a State such as
Western Australia which has a small
population. When times are bad, meany
skilled men leave the building trade and
hecome salesmen or go to other States,
and very few if any of them come back;
but this situation cannot be changed by
making them employees.

However, to refurn to my subject: if
this situation were changed and the team
of two bricklayers and one labourer bhe-
came employed under the present awards—
suppose the bricklayers each received $100
a week and the labourer $80 a week, which
is very much above the award—they would
earn much less per week and, of course,
although I cannot brove it, practical ex-
perience points to the fact that they would
lay no more than about 3,000 or at the
most 4,000 bricks per week. This would
result because they would have no incen-
tive; and, of course, the union supervisor,
steward, or whatever he is called, would
incite them not to work hard. That is the
job of a union supervisor: to incite people
not to work hard. ’

Mr, Jamieson: That is not the job of a
union supervisor, and you know it. That is
nonsense, What a lot of rubbish!

Mr. MENSAROS: Would the Minister
say that union representatives have ever
incited pecople, as a general rule, to work
harder?

M. Jamieson: Yes, I would.

Mr. MENSAROS: Wouid the Minister
give gne instance of a union organiser ever
inciting people to work harder and to pro-
duce more?

Mr. Jamieson: Yes, I would, and in recent
times.

Mr. MENSAROS: Well, I have plenty of
time at my disposal. I will pause to let the
Minister tell us the instance.

Mr. Jamieson.; I refer to the Kelmscott
School when some men were sitting around
with nothing to do and they appealed to
me to obtain material for the job so that
they would have something to do.

Mr. MENSAROS: I am not talking about
not having work in relation to material; I
am talking about working harder. 1 was
not referring to men sitting around loafing.

If the undue influence mentioned in the
amendment to the Address-in-Reply mo-
tion continues, then in the example I gave
the simple result would be that the public
would pay twice as much for the work,
possibly the work would be of a lower
standard, and of course the quantity of
work would be less.
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Mr. Jamieson: Does this happen in any
of the metal trades?

Mr. MENSAROS: This could result in
overtime being worked which, in turn,
would make the job even dearer. All in
all, this endeavour which purely and
simply serves the interests of the unions,
has no other purpose whatsoever; because
I have already demolished the argument
that the workers would be better paid.
In fact, they would not be paid as much
and this, in turn, would affect the economy.

However, if the Minister 1s so sure about
his argument I suggest to him—as has
been suggested in connection with the
matter of police control of traffic—that
he hold a referendum of those subcontrac-
tors who are cohcerned. He should go to
them and ask them whether they would
rather be in the position in which they are
at present, where they are their own
bosses, where they conirol their own
futures, and where they have an incentive
to work; or whether they would rather be
employed on lower wages and loaf around,
I predict that the result would be 90:10 in
favour of retaining the present situation,
and I do not think anyone who has any
practical knowledge would contradict me.

Mr. Jamieson: I would contradict you
straightaway. You go and talk to the
men for a change instead of talking rub-
bish and nonsense.

Mr. MENSAROS: It is very hard to
argue with the Minister for Works when
his every second word is “nonsense” or
“rubbish”,

Mr. Jamieson: When did you last talk
to the tradesmen on this issue?

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. MENSAROS: In answer to the Min-
fster I would say that I did just that
straight after lunch.

Mr. Jamieson: They would bhe “yes”
men. You come with me to see them and
see how you get on.

Mr. MENSAROS: The people 1 saw are
&8 very competent group.

Mr. Jamieson: ‘Yes,
no, Mr., Mensaros!”

Mr, O'Nell: He is muttering in his beard
again.

Mr. Jamieson: The Deputy Leader of
the Opposition is again usurping the seat
of the Leader of the Opposition.

Mr. MENSAROS: I point out that whilst
I do not wish to hold up the proceedings
of the House and will not use up my 45
minutes, I am quite prepared to listen to
what the Minister has to say.

Another matter projects itseif into the
guestion; that is, if subcontractors were
pushed out of the field it would create
nothing less than that which those on the
opposite side always deplore—a mono-
polistic situation controlled by so-called
capitalists. No small builder would be

Mr. Mensaros;
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able and willing to obtain direct labour
exclusively. Therefore, the only way in
which Government contracts could be
handled would be for the Government
to align itself with huge builders who have
tremendous staffls and to say to them, “If
you employ subcontractors instead of direct
labour then you can have the job.” One
can imagine what sort of graft that would
lead to.

Then, of course, the next step—and this
was tried by the previous Labor Govern-
ment and jt failed miserably—would be
an attempt to have 100 per cent. day
labour. I do not think I need to mention
that matter. Even those who have only a
vague memory of what occurred previously
will realise it was a failure.

I could go on to give many more
examples, and many have already been
given by other speakers during the debate.
I do not wish to indulge in repetition. We
have sunk so low in this State that we
have arrived at a situation where we have
8 Mafia-like protection racket in connec-
tion with unions and the Government does
not do anything about it. For that reason
I think the amendment to the motion is
more than justified.

MR. W. G. YOUNG (Roe) (3.26 pm.l:
I rise to support the amendment and I
hope I will be able to confine my remarks
to it.

4 Mr. Jamieson: It will be a change if you

0.

Mr., W. G, YOUNG: I wish to point out
to the Government that the amendment
refers to protecting the public against in-
discriminate action, blackmail, intimida-
tlon, or undue influence by industrial
unions.

Mr. T. D. Evans: Do you go along with
“indiscriminate action”?

Mr, W, G. YOUNG: Yes, I agree with
that part of the amendment. The Gov-
ernment made great play this morning of
the fact that the amendment was dreamed
up overnight and that nobody knew any-
thing about it prior to a telephone call
coming from a country area. I would like
to point out to the Government that as
far back as the 13th September last year
the Noise Abatement Bill was introduced
into this Chamber. When it went to
another place the unions threatened to
ban the movement of grain and wool
throughout country areas if Country Party
members did not support certain claus-
es. To substantiate my argument I
will quote from The West Australion of
the 16th November a statement made by
the President of the Pastoralists and Graz-
iers Association as follows—

‘There has been an angry reaction
to a union threat to put a black ban
on the movement of wheat and wool
in WA, If Country Party M.Ps, vote
to delete sections of the Noise Abate-
ment Bill.
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The Minister said this morning that the
matter had arisen on Tuesday night. I
say it started at least some five months
ago.

Mr. Graham: This is the sort of thing
the doctors are doing to the Federal Gov-
ernment.

Mr. W. G. YOUNG: What the doctors
are doing to the Federal Government has
no relevance to the amendment we are
discussing today. We are at present dis-
cussing what the unions are doing. To
refer again to the Press report, my ¢ol-
league, the member for Narrogin, asked the
Premier in this Chamber—ithe Press re-
port is dated the 16th November, so I pre-
sume it was on the 15th November—if he
had seen a report of the threat and whe-
ther he intended to take any action. The
Premier replied that he had not seen the
report and asked for the gquestion to be
placed on the notice paper.

I have not a copy of the Premier's sub-
sequent answer, but it is not important be-
cause it is obvious that this type of inti-
midation has been occurring throughout
the nation for some months, 'That was a
direct intimidatory attack on members of
the Country Party in the Legislative Coun-
cil, threatening that if they opposed the
Bill the produce would remain on the
farms.

If that is not an attack by the union
in a political flield I do not know what is.
I think the Deputy Leader of the Opposi-
tion pointed out that unions looked after
their members. Most farmers are self-
employed, and they are not in a position
to join unions. They do not have a union
to join.

Mr. T. D. Evans: What then is the
Farmers’ Union?

Mr. W. G. YOUNG: It is not a union
with compulsory membership, and I am
proud of that fact. We do not force our
members into compulsory unionism,

Mr. T. D. Evans: You have been trying
to advocate that. .

Mr. W. G. YOUNG: We have not. If
the Minister were to attend a meeting of
the Farmers’ Union he would get the shock
of his life. I refer to a report which ap-
peared in The West Ausiralian of the 11th
November in which the following ap-
peared—

A meeting of railway workers at
Midiand yesterday asked the Amal-
gamated Metal Workers’ Union and
other unions to call & general stop-
page . .

Through that action everybody in this
State would be held to ransom unless the
members of another place did what the
unions wanted. If that is nof intimida-
tion of the general public by a selected
band of unionists then I do not know what
is. They were prepared to bring about a
stoppage of all activity in the State and
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to hold the people up to ransom, unless
their politlcal philosophy was agreed to
by another place.

The member for Vasse has referred to
a meeting calling for a stoppage of work
in protest against the shipment of meat
to America. That was a case in which
the unions decided to show their strength.
They were prepared to ban these shipments
because of the political philosophy enter-
tained by the Government at that time.

More recently they have been threaten-
ing the income of the members of the pub-
lic through blackmail and intimidation.
This is that section of the community which
derives its income from the production of
meat.

I now refer to a report in the Daily
News of the 23rd February under the
heading of “Wharfies ban export of meat”
in which the following appeared—

Sydney, Today: Waterside workers
today refused to load 3,000 tons of
America-bound meat because of high
local prices.

What do the unions know about the type
of meat that was being shipped teo
America? I can tell them that this is the
type of meat used in hamburgers and that
kind of foodstuff. If that meat were of-
fered for sale in Sydney these very people
would not buy it. It was not the export
of this meat that was forcing up the
local price; the inerease in price was
brought ahout by a shortage of the type of
meat that is consumed in Australia.

I now refer to a report which appeared
in The West Australian of the 10th March,
under the heading, ''Unions may ban meat
exports” which states—

Maritime unions at Fremantle
"warned yesterday that thev might ban
the export of live sheep from the port
if high meat prices in W.A. continued.
The secretary of the Fremantle
branch of the Waterside Workers’ Fed-
eration, Mr. L. F. Quelch, sald that the
unions were seriously concerned at
steep increases in the cost of food in
the past few weeks, especially meat.
More than 488,000 live sheep, valued
at about $3,202,000, were shipped from
Fremantle in the 12 months to June,
30 last year. The unions felt that un-
less the parties concerned made some
effort to Iower local meat prices they
would have to consider banning ship-
ments of sheep from Fremantle.
Do these union members know what type
of sheep was heing shipped?

Mr. O'Neil: They would not be prepared

to eat that meat.

Mr. W. G. YOUNG: That is the answer
I am looking for. These are wethers
which when dressed are over 65 Ib., and
this is not the type of meat that is sold
on the local market, Despite this the
untions threatened to ban the shipment
of any meat out of Western Australia.
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This is a direct attack on the producers
who are producing this type of wether,
and the unions are attacking them jusy
because the price of lamb and baby beef is
high. T ask the unions concerned, “Do their
members live on mutton?” I suggest the
unjons do not know what they are doing.
They are using strong-arm and intimida-
tory tactics to ensure that their image is
kept before the public while the rest of the
community is held to ransom.

Mr. Bertram: That is the business of the
uhnions.

Mr, W. G, YOUNG: 1 always understood
that the duties of & union. are to safeguard
the wages, the conditions of work, the
hours, ete. of its members.

Mr. Bertram: They have to protect
wages by keeping prices down.,

Mr., W. G. YOUNG: If the honourable
member had been listening and if he knew
anything about the meat trade he would
realise this had nothing to do with the
local consumption of meat.

Mr. Bertram:
otherwise.

Mr. W. G. YOUNG: If the honourable
member and the unions had done their
homework they would understand the
position, and there would not then be any
need for this type of threat being made.
Such threats are viewed with a great deal
of concern in country districts,

This is a specialised trade, and these
producers are dependent on the export
wether markets. If this ban Is put into
effect it will not affect the wages of the
workers, but it will put some farmers out of
business. What I am attempting to do is
protect some sections of the community
and the members of the public. We on this
side of the House think that farmers are
also members of the public although mem-
bers opposite might not think so.

The unijons thought

Mr. Bertram: The vote of farmers is
equal to two votes of the general publie.

Mr. W. G. YOUNG: Sometimes it is.

Mr, Bertram: That is the position under
the Electoral Districts Act.

Mr, W. G. YOUNG: I have made my
point. I support the amendment, because it
is obvious the Government considers this is
a matter which has blown up overnight. In
fact, it was brought before the notice of the
Premier through a question asked as far
back as November last. I do not know what
action he has taken, but whatever action
has been taken has had no effect on the
unions. As usual, the unions are going on
their own sweet way. The only instructions
the Government takes notice of are the
instructions from the unions to the Gov-
ernment, and not the instructions from the
Government fo the unions.
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MR. A. A. LEWIS (Blackwood) [32.37
pm.1: I merely pick out one point from
the speech made by the member for Boul-
der-Dundas, and that is his use of the
word “responsibility”. That is the only
worth-while word which came out of his
contribution; the rest of it comprised legal
jargon and drivel.

Mr. Jamieson: That is what is coming
from the opposite side now.

Mr. A. A, LEWIS: Having made that
interjection I hope the Minister will sit
back and listen.

Mr. Jamieson: ¥You will be given all the
protection that is required.

Mr. A. A. LEWIS: 1 am not looking for
protection.

Mr. Jamieson: You were.

Mr. A. A. LEWIS: The Minister is a little
man who is not prepared to hear the truth.

Mr. Jamieson: You are not prepared to
listen to the truth.

Mr. A. A. LEWIS: The day that the
Minister comes forward and stands up for
geaple engd individuals will be a red letter

ay.

d Mr. Jamieson: There will always be that
ay.

Mr. A. A. LEWIS: The Minister should
not viter such drivel. We do not want to
hear it. We want to hear facts, and we
want to look after the people.

Mr. Jamieson: We look after individuals,
You would not know what an individual
was.

The SPEAKER: OQOrder!

Mr. A. A. LEWIS: At least there is one
man on my side.

Mr. O’Connor: We do not want to have
to pay protection money.

Mr. Brady: Couniry people get two votes
as against one vote given fo metropolitan
people.

Mr. A. A. LEWIS: The fact is that an
owner-driver can be asked to join the
union. This morning we heard some refer-
ence from the opposite side about scabs.
What happens when these people are called
out on strike? Do they scab against them-
selves? How ridiculous this is! Let us
think about the welfare of the people.

Mr. Jamieson: It is a pity that you do
not do this occasionally.

Mr. A. A. LEWIS: Only one class of per-
son has heen discriminated against by the
union, so let us stick up for them. The
rights of these people are just as import-
ant as our rights.

Mr. Graham: Including the rights of
unionists.

Mr. A, A, LEWIS: T am still a member
of & union, and not the Farmers’ Union
either. I am a member of a ynion of
workers. My hands are still fairly homnmy
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from the hard physical work I have done;
and that is more than I can say about
some members around the Chamber.
They should put up their hands and have
a look at them. I ask members opposite:
When did they last tise a pick and shovel?
They dc not believe in having a go. I
believe in people.

Mr, O'Connor: Belt them into the ground.
Mr, Grgaham: Where did you get him?
Mr. Jamieson: Out of a bear pit.

Mr, A. A, LEWIS: They dragged me out
from the labour gang!

Mr. T. D. Evans: Were you doing hard
labour? Are you on parole?

Mr. A, A. LEWIS: I feel extremely sorry
for the Minister for Labour because he has
a sense of responsibility and wanted to rise
to his feet and tell us that he would like to
protect every person in this State. How-
ever, he is not allowed to do so. He hedged
around but could not say that he would
like to look into this matter and protect the
individuals. He did not say that, but waffled
and said it was not his responsibility.

I say it is the responsibility of every
member in this House to look after every
individual in this State if at all possible. I
remind members of the Government of this
fact. The member for Boulder-Dundas did
a certain amount of legal “nit-picking”
but I remind members opposite that the
responsibility is theits.

Mr. Hartrey: Quite right.

Mr. A, A. LEWIS: The member for
Boulder-Dundas sometimes reminds me of
an old woman, He should not always get
up and give us the legal angle, hut give us
some common sense. We do not want to
get down to the standard of the Govern-
ment.

Mr. Jamieson: Big, brave man.

Mr. A. A, LEWIS: Do I hear the little
fellow again with his intimidation?

Mr. Jamieson: Go back to your bear pit.

Mr. A. A. LEWIS: T am a bit too big to
be intimidated. The Minister can inter-
ject and scream as much as he likes but
any time he wants to intimidate me let
him come and stand beside me.

Mr. Jamiesoni: He Is not afald of you,
elther.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. R. L. Young: The Minister would
simply tell the honourable member to shut
up.

Mr. A. A. LEWIS: It might not be a bad
idea for him to shut up because he has not
yei grasped the point that he has a re-
sponsibllity to the Government of this
State.

Mr. Jamieson: He knows his responsi-
bilities.

[ABSEMBLY.)

Mr., A, A. LEWIS: Has the Minister, or
his Government, a responsibility to the
citizens of this State?

Mr. Jamieson: Of course I have, in the
same way as everybody in this House.

Mr. A. A. LEWIS: Well, recognise it.

Mr. Jamieson: I do.

Mr. A. A. LEWIS: Get up and say so.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. Jamieson: I will still be here when
you are sitting down.

Mr. A. A. LEWIS: Do not try to shout
me down; I have been in the bush for a
long time. No man, woman, or child in
this State should ke intimidated. Mem-
bers of the front bench on the Gov-
ernment side should stand up and say that
they believe in the right of every indivi-
dual {0 live in this State without recri-
mination of any kind against him. It is
all very well for the Minister to sit back
and interject, but every member in this
House should support the amendment.

The member for Boulder-Dundas does
not understand the situation. I deplore
people who sit and snipe, and who are
not prepared to stand up for the in-
dividuals of this State,

Mr. Jamieson: They should put a ticket
on you.

Mr. A, A, LEWIS: The Minister has
said that he believes in the rights
of the individual, but it took him 10 min-
utes to admit it.

Mr. R. L. Young: He has not admit-
ted it previously in a period of 22 years.

Mr. A. A. LEWIS: It seems that at least
I have done something in this House!
Members in this Chamber have talked
about responsibility. They should come
forward, reveal their true colours, and
show that they have a responsibility.
Sitting suspended from 3.45 to 4.05 pm.

Amendment put and a division taken
with the following result—

Ayes—19
Mr, Blalkle Mr. Nalder
Mr. Coyne Mr, O'Connor
Dr. Dadour Mr. O'Nell
Mr. Gayfer Mr. Ridge
Mr. Grayden Mr, Runciman
Mr. Hutchinson Mry. Thompson
Mr, A. A. Lewis Mr. R. L. Young
Mr, E. H. M. Lewis Mr. W. &. Young
Mr. W. A. Manning Mr, I, W. Manning
Mr. Mensaros (Teller )
Noes—19
Mr. Bertram Mr. Hartrey
Mr. Brady Mr. Jamleson
Mr. Bryce Mr. Lapham
Mr. Burke Mr. Mclver
Mr. Cook Mr. Moller
Mr. Davies Mr. Bewell
Mr. H. D, Evans Mr. Taylor
Mr. T. D. Evans Mr. J. T. Tonkin
Mr. Fletcher Mr. Harman
Mr. Graham {Teller)
Palrs

Ayes Noes
Sir David Brand Mr. Bickerton
Bir Charles Court Mr. Jones
Mr. Ruahton Mr. A. R, Tonkin
Mr, McPharlin Mr. May



[Thursday, 22 March, 19731 237

The SPEAKER: The voting being equal,
I give my casting vote with the Noes.

Amendment thus negatived.

Debate adjourned until a later stage of
the sitting, on motion by Mr. Harman,

(Continued on page 248)

QUESTIONS (42): ON NOTICE

Mr.

PRICES CONTROL
Goods at Supermarkets
O'NEIL, to the Minister for

Labour:

Mr.

In view of the fact that at a pub-
lic meeting recently held in Bun-
bury the Premier referred to ex-
cessive price rises on items sold
by supermarkets, will he indicate
specifically the items his Govern-
ment would consider controlling
under any price control legisla-
tion?

. J. T. TONKIN replied:

The question should, more appro-
priately, have bheen addressed to
me and I propose to answer it.

The statement referred to was s
quotation from a report which
appeared in The West Australian
of 5th February, 1971 and which
read as follows:—
“Rising prices in the past few
months are worrying some Perth
grocers and supermarket man-
agers. Some of them say that
prices are now rising so fast
that they can only just keep
up with the labelling problem.
An article in the Associated
Grocers Limited monthly jour-
nal said that there had been
more price adjusiments in the
past few months than at any
previous time . .. The manager
of a suburban supermarket said
he was receiving notifications
of price increases from firms at
the rate of 10-15 a day.”

As the situation has worsened
considerably since 1971, surely it
is obvious that control, to be ef-
fective, should not be limited to
a few specific jtems, and it is
necessary to have the power to
cause manufacturers angd retailers
to justify prices being charged.

I would like to add thaf it has
been brought to my notice that the
Leader of the Opposition, in Bun-
bury, has been endeavouring to
infer from my statement, which
was a quotation only, that I re-
ferred to the traders in Bunbury.
I say, without the slightest hesita-
tion, this is a despicable action on
his part.

Graham: Typical!

2,

TRAFFIC CONTROL
Report of Superintendent Monck

Mr. RUSHTON, to the Minister rep-

resenting the Minister for Police:

(1) Will he table the recommendation
by Buperintendent Monck to the
Government resulting from the
superintendent's overseas traffic
inguiry?

(2) Which of the recommendations
has the Government—

(a) approved;
(b) under consideration?

(3) Will he present equated statistics
of t{raffic fatalities and accidents
between Western Australia, Aus-
tralia, New Zealand and Sweden
for as many of the last four years
for which these figures are held?

(4) Does he know if the police forces
of New Zealand and Sweden are
responsible for traffic control?

(5) Has his department copies of
Swedish and New Zealand traffic
control legislation and regulations,
and, if so, will he tahble them?

Mr. DAVIES replied:

(1) Superintendent Monck’'s general
and principal recommendations
are too bulky and do not lend
themselves to reproduction for
tabling in the normal way. How-
ever, they will be made avallable
to individual Members as desired.

(2} (a) The general recommendations
consisting of matters of in-
ferest were approved by
Cabinet for distribution to the
departments and bodies con-
cerned.

(b> The principal recommenda-~
flons relating to vehicle ins-
pection stations and allled
matters were referred, by
Cabinet, to the Minister for
Traffic Safety, who has set up
a special committee to deal
with the matter.

The special committee has
recommended that these prin-
cipal recommendations be
investigated in more detail by
the proposed Department of
Motor Vehicles.
(3) This information is not readily
available but will be supplied to
the Member when to hand,

(4) It Is understood that traffic on
meain roads in New Zealand is
controlled by officers of the Trans-
port Board, a Government body.
Traffic in cities and towns is under
the control of the city or shire
councils. All serious injury or fatal
traffic accidents are attended by
the police,
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In Sweden, the highway bpolice
control all autobahns (main high-
ways) and the Kanton, or shire
police, control the towns' minor
road systems.

(5) No.

TRAFFIC
Fatal Accidents: Factors Involved
Mr. RUSHTON, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Police:

How many of this year's fatal ac-
cidents have involved—

(a) single vehicles;

(h) motor cycies;

(¢) alcohol;

(d) country domiciled drivers in—
(1> country accidents;
(ii) metropolitan accidents?

Mr. DAVIES replied:
(a) 55,
(b) T,
(c) 44,
(d) (1) 54,
(i 3.

TOWN PLANNING

Land Exchange: Armadale and
Helmscoti

Mr. RUSHTON, to the Minister for

Town Planning:

(1) Has the M.RP.A. agreed to ex-
change reserve land at Armadale
for reserve land in Connell
Avenue, Kelmscott?

(2) Is the authority aware the shire
wishes to make the Armadale land
available to the Armadale-Kelm-
scott Historical Society to estab-
lish a historical museum for the
shire?

(3) When Is the title for the Arma-
dale land expected to be made
available to the shire?

Mr. DAVIES replied:

(1) Yes.

{2) The authority understands that
part of the land may be used by
the Historical Soclety.

(3) As soon as transfers in relation to
the widening of Albany Highway
have been completed. These are
currently being prepared by the
Crown Law Department following
the completion of survey work.

KELMSCOTT SCHOOL
Improvements
Mr. RUSHTON, to the Minister for
Education:

(1) As it is very necessary to have
the resurfacing complete before
winter of the assembly and play

area at Kelmscott primary school,
when is this work expected to be
commenced and finished?

(2) When will the new entry and
access road and scheduled fencing
for the school be installed?

(3) Is the demolished fence between
the church and cemetery and the
school to be replaced at the same
time as works listed in (2)?

Mr. T. D. EVANS replied:

(1) The Public Works Department is
further examining the bitumen
area with a view to bringing it
to an acceptable standard before
winter.

(2) This work is listed for 1973-T4.

(3) No, the fence will be replaced
within the next six weeks.

SCHOOLS

Commencing Time ajfter 9.00 am.

Mr. RUSHTON, to the Minister for

Educaticn:

(1) What schools in the metropolitan
area commence the school day
after 9.00 a.m. and when do these
schools start?

(2) Is this later starting time due to
availability of public transport?

(3) Are initiatives being taken with
the transport services towards
eliminating late starts?

{4) What is the departmental attitude
ard policy on the starting time of
schools?

Mr. T. D. EVANS replied:

(1) Generally, pupils at primary
schools are within walking distance
and thus not affected by public
transport.

In secondary schools transport is
invelved and starting times are

often later than 9 am. The fol-
lowing are examples—
Balcatta 9.10 am,
Bentley 9.1 a.m.
Cannington 9.0 am,
Carine 9.20 am.
Churchlands 9.20 am,
City Beach . 810 amM.
Cyril Jackson . 910 am,
Hampton oo 910 aam.
Hollywood ... e 9,15 am,
John Forrest ... 9,10 am,
Kalamunda . 9.05 am,
Kelmscott ... . 920 am,
Morley ... 9.05 am,
Rockingham e 910 am.
Rossmoyne ... ... 905 am,
Swanbourne . 910 am,
Thornlie v 9.20 am,
(2) Yes.

(3} The starting times are determined
after consultation with the M.T.T.
so that schools and the trust can
work to mutual advantage.
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(4) The Education Department’s at-
titude and peolicy with respect to
the starting times of schools is one
of co-operation with the M.T.T.
provided that the efficiency of the
schools is not impaired. There
is no evidence that a later start
is getrimental.

MEMEBERS OF PARLIAMENT
Imvitgtions to Public Funclions

Mr. MENSAROS, to the Minister for
Health:

(1) Is i still the polley of his de-
partment to Invite Members of
Parliament representing the area
to public functions such as open-
ings or nurses graduation?

(2) If it is, why is it not practised In
the Floreat electorate?

(3) If the policy has changed, can he
give reasons for this?

. DAVIES replied:

(1) to (3) There has been no change of
policy, as far as I am concerned,
from that applied by the previous
Government. If the Member has
any specific complaint and will
say so, 1t will be looked into.

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN
INSTITUTE OF TECHNCLOGY

Student Protests: Use of Violence

Mr. MENSAROS, to the Minister for
Education:

(1) Has he read the article entitled
“Student Protest: The Sucecess of
Violence” in the W.AILT. Decemn-
ber, 1972 Gazette?

(2) If so0, does he agree with the ex-
pressed and implied invitation to
the use of violence in a democratic
sot‘:iigty as a means to achieve an
end?

(3> If he does not agree, will he take
any steps—notwithstanding that
the W.AIT. Is an autonomous body
—by way of his influence {o pre-
vent such articles being printed in
the future which affect youth in
an undesirable way?

. T. D, EVANS replied:

to (3) The article referred to is
a reported one on views expressed
by the President of the Australian
Union of Students in his speech
at the final lecture of the WAIT.
community lecture series.

It is not the role of a democratic
government to restrict the publeca-
tion of such items whether they
conflict with another person's
views or not. The W.AILT. is an
autonomous body and no doubt
well qualified and capable of

19}

10.

11.

12.
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deciding upon the content of their
publication without political influ-
ence.

All printed material is of course
subject to existing laws relating
to defamation, violence, disorderly
conduct, and indecent publication.

LAW REFORM
COMMISSION ACT
Proclamaltion
Mr. MENSAROS, to the Attorney-
General:
(1) Has the Law Reformn Commission
Act been proclaimed?
(2) If so, when?
(3) If not, why not?

Mr. T, D, EVANS replied:
{1) Yes.

(2) 19th January, 1973,
(3) Not apblicable.

ROAD MAINTENANCE TAX
Effect of Abaolition
Mr. W. A. MANNING, to the Premier:
Is it a fact that if road mainten-
ance tax is abolished the Govern-
ment proposes to restrict the use
of trucks on the roads and raise
rail freights in order to raise a
similar amount of revenue?
. J. T. TONKIN replied:

No. This guess is wide of the
mark.

LIQUOR ACT
Charges

Mr. W. A. MANNING, to the Minister

representing the Minister for Police:
How many charges have been laid
under section 126 (1) (d) of the
Liquor Act in the years 1969 to
1972 and in the months since
June, 19722

. DAVIES replied:
The Liguor Act ecame into force
on Ist July, 1970. Control was
previously vested In the Licensing
Act 1911-1987 under section 141.
Three charges were laid under this
section between Ist July, 1969 and
30th June, 1970 and three convic-
tions were obtained.
One charge has been laid under
section 126 (1) (d) of the Ligquor
Act 1970-1972 from 1st July, 1970
to date and this was dismissed.

JURY SERVICE
Refusal by Females
Mr. BATEMAN, to the Attorney-Gen-
eral:
(1) Is it a fact that when females are
called upon for jury service they

may if they so desire refuse this
duty?
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i3.

14,

2)
(3)

Mr.

(0}

@)

Mr.
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If (1) is *“Yes”, does the same
apply to males?

If not, can he give reasons?

T. D. EVANS replied:

Section 5 (2) of the Juries Act,
1957-1861 provides that s woman
may cancel her Mabllity to serve
as 8 juror.

Exempted persons, both male and
female, cqualified under section
6 (1) are described in the second
schedule.

In accordance with sections 27 and
32, males may be excused from
jury service.

and (3) Answered above.

WATER SUPPLIES
Broome

RIDGE, to the Minister for Water.

Supplies:

(1)

@)
Q)

4)

(5

(1)
2)
3)
4

)

What was the cause of the water
supply failure in Broome which
resulted in the closure of the
Christian Brothers College on 3rd
March?

How many bores supply the
town’s water requirements?

Are all of the bores in operating
condition?

Is it likely that the commence-
ment of the cattle killing season
and the subsequent heavy draw
on the town water supply by the
meatworks will have an adverse
effect on the supply to any areas
in Broome?

What plans does his department
have for the provision of addi-
tional bores and improved pump-
ing or reticulation facilities so as
to ensure there is not a repeti-
tion of the recent situation?

. JAMIESON replied:

A pump fallure damaged a bore.
Pive.

No.

Arrangements have been made
with a drilling contractor in the
area to drill a new bore before
the start of the cattle killing
season at the meatworks.

It is proposed to drill and equip
additional bores this financial
vear.

POLICE

Halls Creek: Accommaodation

Mr.

ing
&y

RIDGE, to the Minister represent-
the Minister for Police:

What number of police charges
were heard at Halls Creek during
the 12 months ended—

{(a) 31st December, 1970;
(b) 31st December, 1971;
(¢} 3lst December, 19727

15.

2)

(3

4)
5)

(6)

(1}

(2)

3

4)
()

(6)

Is it a fact that the charges have
been heard in the police station
office which accommodates two
officers and measures approxi-
mately 12 feet by 14 feet, includ-
ing the space which is set aside
for the public?

On what date will the Halls Creek
police assume traffic control and
vehicle licensing responsibilities?

What extra staff will be provided?

When is it intended to extend the
office accommodation at the Halls
Creek police station?

What is the nature of the pro-
posed extenslons and will ajr-epn-
ditioning he Iincorporated?

. DAVIES replied:

The number of charges are not
readily available but will be sup-
plied to the Member when to
hand. However, for the years
ended 31st December, the follow-
ing arrests were made:

1970 168
1971 320
1972 519.
Yes. When necessary shire offices

are used,

Traflic control was taken over on
1st January, 1273. Vehicle licens-
ing to be taken over on 1st April,
1973.

One female clerk,
Very soon. A tender has been
accepted.

Extra office and store room space,
female toilet facilities, and vehicle
exarnination facilities. No air-con-
ditioning to be Incorporated,
Halls Creek Police Station is in
the zone for air-conditioning and
this is expected to be provided In
the near future.

COURTHOUSE
Halls Creek

. RIDGE, to the Attorney-General:

In consideration of the high num-
ber of court cases which are heard
at Halls Creek in a fotally Inade-
quate building, will he advise
when it is intended to build a
courthouse in the town?

. T. D. EVANS replied:

Plans have been approved for the
construction of a court on the
site of the Halls Creek Police
Station. The Public Works De-
partment has been requested to
put the work in hand as soon as
possible.

16. This question was posiponed.
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WATER SUPPLIES

Wickepin-Merredin Pipeline

GAYFER, to the Minister for

Water Supplies:

(1)

{2)
(3}

4)

%)

6
&)

8)

(D

2

-

3

(4}
18.

Has a survey been made by the
Public Works Department for a
pipeline to connect Wickepin and
Merredin?

What dlameter pipe is proposed?

What is the total length of con-
nection envisaged to he?

How much is the proposal envis-
aged to cost?

Wil! he table a plan of the pro-
posed route?

Has the plan been approved?

If so, when will construction com-
mence?

If the plan has not been approved,
why not?

. JAMIESON replied:

Preliminary surveys are in course
for a pipeline route between
Wickepin and Merredin,

The proposal to construct a pipe-
line from Wickepin to Merredin
has only reached the early plan-
ning stage and no pipeline slze
has been determined.

The length of the pipeline route
being investigated between Wicke-
pin and Merredin is approximately
110 miles.

to (8) Answered by (2).
EDUCATION

Boarding-away-from-home Allowance:

Means Test

Mr. E. H. M. LEWIS, to the Minister

for
(1)

2}

3)

Education:

With respect to the Prime Minis-
ter's statement (The West Austra-
tian 17th January, 1973) that
children who do not have daily
access to a suitable Government
school would be given $3560 free of
megns test towards boarding away
costs, will this be in addition to
the boarding allowance paid by
this State to similar children ir-
respective of whether attending
Government or non-Government
school?

With respect to the same Press
statement wiil the additional $350
per year, subject to a means test
and the further sum of $304 for
clothing, books and general needs
in cases of particular hardship be
in addition to assistance provided
by the State?

What means test as in (2) will be
applied?

19.

20,

Mr.
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T. D. EVANS replied:

{1) and (2) The Commonwealth allow-

3}

ances will replace those previcusly
provided by the State Government.
The means test will be operated
by the Commonwealth Depart-
ment of Education and provides
that the maximum additional
allowance of $350 will be paid
where the adjusted family income
does not exceed $4,200 and will be
reduced thereafter at the rate of
$1 for every $5 by which the ad-
justed family income exceeds
$4,200. The adjusted family in-
come is caleculated by deducting
$450 for each dependent child
other than the scholar from the
parents’ gross income,

PRESCHOOL EDUCATION
Scholarships for Trainee Teachers

Mr. E. H M. LEWIS, to the Minister
for Education:

With respect to the Prime Minis-
ter's statement (The West Austra-
lign 17th January) that special
scholarships would be avallable
this year for students to train as
pre-school teachers and including
an allowance of $800 for students
living at home and $1,300 for those
living away from home, how do
these allowances compare with
student teachers’ allowances in our
teachers colleges?

. T. D. EVANS replied:

Teachers’ college allowances
Under 21 Over 21

years vears
15t and 2nd year ... 963 1242
3rd year . 1140 1242
4th year 1285 1285

Living away from home allowance
—3$320 in addition to above.

ABORIGINES

Warburton and Jigalong: Economic

Mr.

Independence
E. H M. LEWIS, to the Min-

fster representing the Minister for
Community Welfare:

What plans are there to “help the
Aborigines at Warburton and Jiga-
long to become economically inde-
pendent” as envisaged by the
Commonwealth Minister for Abo-
riginal Affairs in The Wesf Aus-
tralian of 5th February, 1973?

. T. D. EVANS replied:

The Commonwesalth Government
has made available $305,194 for
Warburton Ranges and $155,000
for Jigalong.

Action has been instituted fo
incorporate the Aboriginal com-
munities at each centre as part of
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overall community development
programines and to provide them
with expert advice and support.

It is envisaged that the com-
munities wiil conduct the local
stores and other service activities.
In addition, plans are being
formulated for the development of
a tourist industry based on the
Warburton Ranges and for further
development of the existing cattle
project at Jigalong.

Other economic possibilities are
being investigated and will be
developed if and when their
feasibility is established.

COMPREHENSIVE WATER
SUPPLY SCHEME

Boundaries and Areas Served

Mr. E. H. M. LEWIS, to the Minister

for Water Supplies:

(1) Will he make available a map
showing—

(a) the boundaries of the original
comprehensive water scheme;

(b) the boundaries of the modi-
fled scheme;

{c) the areas of (a) and (b) al-
ready or in the course of be-
ing reticulated;

(d) the areas of (a) or (b) which
are the subject of the next
phase of development within
the scheme?

(2) Outside of “local schemes” have
any areas outside of (I) (a) and

(b) been reticulated; if so, which

are those areas?

Mr. JAMIESON replied:
(1) (a) to (¢) Yes, plan herewith
tabled.

(d) Not yet known. The 1968 pro-
posals, shown on the tabled
plan in yeliow, have been re-
fused by the Commonwealth

Government.
(2) Yes. Kalannie distriet, North
Koorda, North Bencubbin and

Wilgoyne area.
The tabled plan illustrates the
position.

The plan was tabled (see paper No. 66).

UNEMPLOYMENT
Grants to Local Authorities
Mr, MOILER, to the Premier:
Since the inception of the State
Government's $1 million scheme to
grant financial aid to metropoli-
tan local authorities for the relief
of unemployment—
{a) how much has been allocaied
to the Shires of Swan, Mun-
daring and Kalamunda;

(h) for what works were the allo-
cations made;

(¢) how much was allocated to the
three shires under a similar
scheme for the non-metropoli-~
tan area with finance pro-
vided by the Commonwealth;

(d) for what works were the allo-
cations referred to in (c)
made in the respective shires?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN replieqd:

$
(a) Shire of Swan 44,000
Shire of Mundaring .... 19,000
Shire of Kalamunda 40,000

(b) Shire of Swan — Construe-
tion of concrete slab foot-
paths; stone pitching Lilie
Hill Park; employment of
attendant for landflll refuse
disposal area; maintenance of
roads, reserves and installa-
tions; repair and paint bridge
ralls and posts, guide and
sign posts.

Shire of Mundaring — Im-
provements to drainage
schemes Swan View, Darling-
ton and Greenmount areas.

Shire of Kalamunda — Con-
struction of concrete slab
footpaths; stormwater drain-
age; maintenance, alterations
and extensions to public

buildings.
$
(¢) Shire of Swan ... 20,700
Shire of Mundaring 17,000

Shire of Kalamunde Nil

(d) Shire of Swan — Removal of
dead timber and re-growth
from drains and road verges;
construction of concrete slab
footpaths: erection of fences
and clearing existing fence
lines; clean up in district gen-
erally. Shire of Mundaring—
Construction of timber jetty
and stone quay, de-snagging,
pruning and general mainten-
ance at Lake Leschenaultia;
construction of feneing, seat-
ing, barbecue and planting
trees and lawns at various
parks and reserves; top-dress-
ing of reserves, clean up road-
side verges, provision of bins
and construction of kerbing.

MIDLAND JUNCTION
ABATTOIR BOARD

Members
Mr. MOILER, to the Minister for Agri-
culture:

(1} Who are the present members of
the Midland Junction Abattolr
Board?
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(2) Whom do they represent?
(3) When do their terms expire?

Mr. H. D. EVANS replied:

(1) Mr, E. H, Wheatley,
Mr. W. Pope,

Mr. R. C. T, Davies.

(2) Mr. Wheatley represents the in-
terests of consumers of meat; Mr.
Pope the interests of bhutchers;
and Mr. Davies the interests of
producers of meat.

(3) 9th April, 1973,

24. WATER SUPPLIES
Hills Area: Expenditure on Upgrading

Mr. MOILER, to the Minister for

Water Supplies:

(1) What was the total expenditure
by the Metropolitan Water Board
for the upgrading and extension
of water supply to the hills area
incorporating Mundaring and
Kalamunda, during the fiscal year
1971.92°9

(2} What will be the total expenditure
in the same area for the fiscal
year 1972-73?

(3} Would he itemise the works on
which the expenditure has been
made?

Mr. JAMIESON replied:

(1) $682,170.

(2) §$700,000.

(3} Replacement of tube mains.
Gooseberry Hill tank.
Kalamunda—extension and re-
placement of 10in. main.
Kalamunda—replacement of tank

roof.
Lesmurdie—summit tank,
Darlington tank.
Darlington high level 12 in. outlet.
Lesmurdie 21 in. outlet main,
Gooseberry Hill 8 in. Noel road
main.
Bickley and Victoria reservoirs
—supplementary pumping.
Bickley pumping station.

25. COMMONWEALTH GRANTS
1962 to 1873

Mr. MENSAROS, to the Treasurer:

Will he tabulate the dates and
amounts of general revenue and
loan grants (i.e., other than those
for specific purposes based on sec-
tion 98 of the Constitution) which
were received by the State from
the Commonwealth during each
financial year from 1962-63 to and
including 1972-93 up to now—in
addition to the yearly general
grants?

26.

21,

28.

Mr.

Mr.

J. T. TONKIN replied:

Full details of Commonwealth
grants and loans to Western Aus-
tralia are set out in the publica-
tion “Commonwealth Payments to
or for the States” copies of which
may be obtained from the Parlia-
mentary Library. In addition to
a tabulation of grants and loans
payable each year, the publica-
tion also provides information on
the purpose of the grants and any
conditions that may apply.

TRAFFIC HAZARDS
Eric Street, Cotiesloe
HUTCHINSON, to the Minister

for Works:

As the traffic arrangements on and
about the Eric Street bridge Cot-
tesloe are still not satisfactory and
still present a number of hazards,
will he advise what measures are
planned to overcome these hazards
in the future?

. JAMIESON replied:

Consideration will be given to
programming traffic control sig-
nals at the Curtin Avenue-Eric
Street intersection next filnancial
year.

WOOL SAMPLES

Presence of Noogoorah Burr

Mr,

McPHARLIN, to the Minister for

Agriculture;

(1)

(2)

Mr.

1
)

Has he received any advice that
wool samples brought to Western
Australia by a private wool brok-
ing organisation contained Noo-
goorah Burr?

If this advice was given and s
correct, what action was taken by
his department?

H. D, EVANS replied:
Yes.

The broker has been directed to
export the samples from the State.

WORKERS' COMPENSATION
Prneumoconiosis and Silicosis

Mr.

HARTREY, to the Minister for

Mines:

From what percentage of pneumo-
coniosls must a disabled mine
worker suffer for the mines
medical officer to classify him as
suffering from advanced silicosis?

. Graham (for Mr. MAY) replied:

Percentages are not used in the
diagnosis of advanced silicosis. A
worker Is deemed to he suffering
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from advanced stlicosis when his
capacity for work is or has been
seriously or permanently impaired
by the disease.

However, if the Member is refer-
ring to the degree of incapacity
assessed by the Workers’ Com-
pensation Board when arriving at
payment of assessed disability,
this matter would have to be re-
ferred to the Workers' Compensa-
tion Board.

COAL
Reserves gt Collie
. JONES, to the Minister for Mines:

In view of the fact that additional
economic coal reserves have heen
proved at Collle following an ex-
tensive drilling programme carried
out by Western Collieries Lid. and
Peabody Coal of America—

(a) has he been supplied with a

copy of the boring report;

if so, will he advise of the

volume of additional coal

deposits proved at Collie;

{¢) if "No" to (a), 1s he aware of
the additional tonnages of coal
involved as a result of the
horing programme?

Has a decision been made to ex-

tend the Muja power station?

If not, when is it anticipated that

a firm decision will be made re-

garding future power extensions?

Graham (for Mr. MAY) replied:

(a} A complete report on the
drilling programme at the
Western No. 5 area has been
supplied.

Only interim reports on West-
ern No. 1, Muja and Collie
Burn areas have been supplied
to date. ‘The department is
waiting on completion of the
drilling and the final reports
for assessment.

angd (c) The quantity of coal
proven to date by the com-
pany is confidential and can-
not be disclosed at present.
No.

The S.E.C. has indicated to the
Government the need to order
more generating plant. The Gov-
ernment is currently evaluating
the possible further development
at the Muja power house and an
early decision is anticipated.

WATER SUPPLIES
Roe Electorate
Mr. W. G. YOUNG, to the Minister for
Water Supplies:

(1) What is the current position re-
garding the supply of piped water
to the town of Kukerin?

1)

(b}

)

(%))

Mr.
(1)

(b)

)
3)

3.

32.

(2) When will a connection from the
existing water main to the east of
Dumbleyung be extended to the
township of Moulyinning?

When is it anticipated the exten-
sion of the water main froin Eulin
to Lake Grace will be completed?
Is there any plan to improve the
water supply at Hopetoun?

If (4) is “Yes” when will the town
of Hopetoun be reticulated?

. JAMIESON replied:

This is not currently proposed due
to unattractive economics.

This work is listed for considera-
tion in 1973-74 works programme.
This work is listed for future con-
sideration but is not regarded to
have a high priority.

Extensive investigations have
failed to reveal an economic pro-
posal for a water supply for Hope-
toun.

(8) Answered by (4).

(&}

1)

5

1)
@2

@)

(4)

WATER SUPPLIES
Ongerup and Jerrgmungup

Mr. W. G. YOUNG, to the Minister for
Water Supplies:

(1) Has any decision been made re-
garding the upgrading of water
supplies to the towns of Ongerup
and Jerramungup in regard to the
proposal to pipe water from Mills
Lake to these centres?

Has any decision been made re-
garding the use of large quantities
of potable water in the Hunter
River aree?

. JAMIESON replied:

No. However, indications are that'
Mills Lake could not be recom-
mended as a source for Jerramun-
gup. Investigations into its poss-
ible use for Ongerup are proceed-
ing.

No present use is planned of the
Hunter River source, as the im-
mediate needs of Bremer Bay can
best be met from local under-
ground sources.

2)

)

2)

KATANNING HOSPITAL
Extensions

Mr. NALDER, to the Minister for

Health:

(1) Have the plans for the extensions
to the Katanning hospital been
completed?

(2) Is it expected that the hospital
will be built in stages, and, if so,
how many?

(3) When is it expected that tenders
will be called?
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If the answer to (2) is “Yes" when
is it expected that the first stage
will be completed?
. DAVIES replied:
Yes, contract documents are now
being prepared.
Yes. Three.
Early next financial year provided
that funds are avallable.
Approximately 12 months after
the contract is let.

)

n

(2)
3)

4>

ROAD MAINTENANCE
TAX

Payments Ouistanding

Mr. O'CONNOR, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Transport:
How much road maintenance tax
and permit fee money remsained
unpaid at 1st January, 19737
. JAMIESON replied:

This information is not available.
A check of the records of each
individual operator would bhe
necessary to extract the informa-
tion sought.

ROAD MAINTENANCE
TAX

Nonpayment. Detenlion
Mr. Q’CONNOR, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Police:

Of the seven persons arrested for
non-payment of road maintenance

tax—

(a) how many are being currently
detained;

{(b) on what date was each
person—

(1) arrested;
(i1) released?

. DAVIES replied:
(a) Nil

(b) (i) arrested
29/10/72
6/3/13
10/10/72
3/8/72
6/3/13
27/9/72

(i) released
29/10/72
6/3/73
10/10/72
14/8/72
10/3/73
Not known. Information
to be obtained from the
Carnarvon police station
and will be supplied to
the Memher when avail-
able.
Of the seven persons origin-
ally supplied, one was arrested
on 2/9/1970 and was not ap-
plicable to the question.

35.

36,

37.

38.
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CHANNEL 7 STADIUM
Location

Mr. O'CONNOR, to the Premier:

Is the proposed Channel Seven
stadium to be built on land refer-
red to in the flrst schedule of the
Perth Regional Railway Act, 19727

Mr. J. T. TONKIN replied:
No.

CHANNEL 7 STADIUM
Construction on Railwey Land

Mr. O'CONNOR, to the Premier:

(1) Has the Government entered into
a firm commitment with Channel
Seven regarding the erection of a
stadium on railway land in the
centre of Perth?

If not, what is the curreni posi-
tion?
. J. T. TONKIN replied:

There has been agreement on the
general prineiples of the proposal.

Final details for inclusion in the
g.grgement are still being exam-
ined.

(9]

(1

2

FLUORIDATION OF WATER
SUPPLIES

Discontinuation

. O'CONNOR, to the Premier:

What quantity of fluoride is being
used in metropolitan water sup-
plies?

In view of his comments io this
House will a Bill be brought for-
ward by the Government this year
to eliminate fluoride from our
metropolitan water supplies?

. J. T. TONKIN replied:
150 tons per year.

This will depend upon the amount,
of support which the members of
the Member's party in the Legis-
lative Council are prepared to give
to such a measure. Early indica-
tion of this would be appreciated.

1)

2

(1
(2

ABORIGINES
Housing in Country Areas

Mr, STEPHENS, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Community
Welfare:

(1) Is it the intention of the Com-
munity Welfare Department to
house Aboriginal people, now liv-
ing in sub-standard accommoda-
tion in the metropolitan area, in
vecant State Housing Commission
houses situated throughout the
country?
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If “Yes” what method or methods
will be used to induce these people
to leave the metropolitan area,
and what employment will be
offered to those who agree to
move?

. T. D. EVANS replied:

and (2) The Community Welfare
Department has no jurisdietion
over the housing of Aboriginal
or any other families. This is the
responsibility of the State Hous-
ing Commission.

However, the Minister for Com-
munity Welfare did state that if
Aboriginal families desired to
move from the metropolitan area
to country areas where a State
Housing Commission home and
suitable employment were avail-
able, his Department would assist
as required.

HARVEY SCHOOL
Resource Centre
1. W. MANNING, to the Minister

for Education:

)

2)

Mr.

1)

2)

Mr.

What work and alterations are
planned for the establishment of a
resource centre at the Harvey
primary school?

When is it anticipated that work
on the construction of the planned
respurce c¢entre will be under-
taken?

T. D. EVANS replied:

The establishment of a resource
centre at Harvey is not included
in the current programme.

The need for a resource centre
will be considered in a subsequent
programme.

TRADE UNIONS
Compulsory Membership
O'CONNOR, to the Minister for

Labour:

1

2)

3

(49

Does he know pressures are being
used to force peopie to join union
organisations in Western Aus-
tralia?

Does he believe intimidation tac-
tics should be used to force people
to join organisations against their
wishes?

Will he act to see that pressures
are not used on members of the
public to join organisations against
their wishes?

TAYLOR replied:

I am aware that there have
always been attempis to persuade
and to dissuade individuals from
joining all forms of organisations.
However I am not aware of the
use of “force” in the context of
the question.

2)

41.

and (3) I believe that people
should join organisations estab-
lished to advance their well being,
I do not believe in the use of
;rorce" to require persons to so
0.

I feel that section 61B of the In-
dustrial Arbitration Act which al-
lows for those conscientiously ob-
jecting against joining a union to
obtain an exemption is, under the
present Act, sufficient safeguard
against persuasion and I also be-
lieve criminal and civil laws are
sufficient to protect the individusl
against “force”.

MAIN ROADS DEPARTMENT

Receipts and Expenditure 1969 to 1972

Mr

. NALDER, to the Minister for

Works:
(1) What was the total sum of money

2)

3)

(4)

5

(Y

(1)

(2}

made available to the Main Roads
Department in Western Australia
from all sources for the years
1969-70, 1970-71 and 1971-72%

What was the total sum spent by
the Main Roads Department on
projects and responsibilities in
the north-west above the 26th
parallel?

What was the total sum spent in
the South West Land Division on
all projects?

What was the total sum spent in
the metropolitan area on all pro-
jects?

What was the total sum spent in
any other area of the State not
included in the above questions?

What was the total sum made
available to local authorities in
the north-west, the South West
Land Division, the metropolitan
area and elsewhere?

. JAMIESON treplied:

$
1869-70 51,797,067
1970-71 57,417,316
1971-72 61,679,704

*170,894,087

*Includes statutory grants to local
authorities.

$
1969-70 10,924,140
1970-71 13,252,450
1971-72 17,247,140
*41,423,730

*Includes the expenditure within
the Shire of Shark Bay.
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$
(3) 1969-70 18,180,020
1870-71 19,598,920
1971-72 20,545,740

*58,324,680

*Excludes expenditure within the
Perth statistical division.

$
(4) 1969-70 15,615,810
1970-71 19,362,650
1971-72 23,095,560
*58,074,020

*Expenditure within the Perth
statistical division.

$
(5) 1969-70 5,044,010
1970-71 " 4,402,450
1971-72 5,804,190
15,250,650
(6) (a) North West
$
1969-70 ... 1,027,105
1970-71 ... 1,123,744
1971-72 ... 1,250,712
3,401,561
(b) South West Land
Division
$
1969-70 ... 7,848,899
1970-71 ... 8,438,682
1971-72 ... 9,101,699

*25,389,280

*Excludes expenditure within
Perth statistical division.

(¢} Perth Statistical

Division

$
1969-70 ... 5,498,313
1970-71 ... 5,841,302
1971-72 ... - 6,141,327
17,480,942

(d) Other Areas :
1969-T0 ... 1,328,989
1970-71 ... 1,439,613
1971-72 ... 1,615,367
4,383,869

These sums include statutory
grants and recoups made to
local authorities. :

COMPREHENSIVE WATER
SUPPLY SCHEME

Area Served, Expenditure, and Dams

Mr. GAYFER, to the Minister for
Water Supplies:

(1) How many acres of land are yet to
be served hy the comprehensive
water scheme within the bound-
aries of the original schemne?

(2) What amount has actually been
spent on the comprehensive water
scheme—

(a) to service towns;
{(b) to provide farm reticulation—

() within the original
boundaries of the compre-
hensive water scheme;

(ii) outside the original
boundaries of the compre-
hensive water scheme but
within phase 2 of the
modified comprehensive
water scheme?

(3) How many years has this taken
and what ares, in acres, has been
reticulated?

{4) What has been the yearly con-
tribution by—

(a) State;
(b) Commonwealth,

towards reticulation of the com-
prehensive water scheme?

(5) What are the terms and condi-
tions of repayment of the Com-
monwealth money?

(6) What was the original water stor-
age envisaged would have tn be
built to service the completed com-
prehensive water scheme?

(7) On what was the answer {o (8)
based?

(8) Where were the storages to be
built, and what were the
capacities?

(9) What was the construction pro-
gramming for (8)?

(10) What dams are currently in use
to service the comprehensive water
scheme and what are their storaze
capacities?

(11) What other sites (dam or under-
ground) can supply water to the
comprehensive water scheme?

(12) What is the envisaged capacity
needed to ultimately cervice the
whole of the completed compre-
hensive water scheme?

(13) On what are the answers to (12)
based?

Mr. JAMIESON replied:
(1) 4.207 million acres,
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(2) (a) It is not possible to segregate
towns from farm reticulation
a5 many mains are common
to both.

(b (1) 345,906,500
(if) $1,944,000
(3) 24 years and 7.8 million acres.

(4) (8) and (b) The yearly contribu-

tions are:—
S(;le f?omlmgnweullh

1849/50 8,144 74,734
1850/51 701,808 437,070
1851 /52 417,482 577,217
1052/53 671,738 449,839
1953/54 4H2,870 712,446
1954 /55 835,120 666,092
1855/56 1,140,000 1,303,590
1858/57 1,250,748 925,001
1957 /5% ont ns2 1,353, 5.53
1068/59 1,043,388 1,048,755
1859/80 1,217,082 1.‘.!17,032
18680/61 1,003,036 1,033,036
1061/62 602,506 122,598
1962/63 715,000
188.1/64 703,150 .
1904/65 1,063,604

1085/66 1,230,000 1,250,000
1868/87 1,250,178 1,250,000
1047 /08 1,500,000 1,500,000
1968/68 ... we 2,050,000 2,050,000
1989/70 ... e 2,000,000 2,000,000
1070/71 .. 1,792,000 1,782,000
1871/72 ,000,002 2,000,000
1872773 (to 28/2/73) “'o8s,474 158,000

5,850,500

22,000,000

(5) The terms and conditions apply-
ing to repayment of the Common-
wealth moneys are:—

{1) The loans are repayable from
a source other than consoli-
dated revenue fund;

(ii) Repayments are by thirty
equal consecutive half-yearly
instalments, commencing ten
years after the date of pay-
ment by the Commonwealth;

(1il) Interest rate shall be the rate
of yield to maturity of the
long term loan last raised by
the Commonwealth in Austra-
lia for public subscription,
prior to the date upon which
the amount was paid or ad-
vanced:

(ly) Interest 1s payable from Con-
solidated Revenue Fund,

The contributions received
prior to the year 1985-66 were
by way of a Commonwealth
grant, and are not repayable
by the State.

(6) Raising of Mu.ndaring and Well-
ington Dams

() The original scheme of 11,607,000
acres.

(8) Mundaring Weir was to be in-
creased from 4,600 million gallons
to 15,000 million gallons and Well-
ington Dam from 7,500 million
gallons to 38,000 million geallons.

{ASSEMBLY.]

(9) Completion in the early stage of
the scheme. Raising of Mundar-
ing was completed in 1951, Well-
ington in 1360,

(10) Answered by (8).

(11) At the present time no other
sources are connected.
As demands from the compre-
hensive scheme, and from other
users drawing water from the
same dams, increase in the future
it may be necessary to augment
supplies by drawing water from
elsewhere. The water could be
taken from surface or under-
ground sources from many alter-
native locations in the South West
of the State. The choice of any
source of water to augment the
supplies will depend upon the cir-
cumstances existing when aug-
mentation becomes necessary.

(12) No definite answer is possible as
it is expected that demands will
continue to increase progressively.

(13) Answered by (12).

COMMITTEES FOR THE SESSION
Council Personnel

Message from the Council received and
read notifying the personnel of sessional
committees elected by that House.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
As to Consideration

The SPEAKER: Orders of the Day.

Mr. O'Connor: What about gquestions
without notice?

The SPEAKER.: I walted to hear if there
were any questions without notice.

Mr, O’'Neil: I have two here, but I did
net think you waited, Sir,

ADDRESS-IN-REFPLY: FOURTH DAY
Motion

Debate resumed, from an earller stage of
the sitting, on the following motion by Mr.
Bateman—

That the following Address-in-Reply
to His Excellency’s Speech be agreed
May it please Your Excellency:
We the Legislative Assembly of
the Parliament of the State of
Western Australla in Parllament
assembled, beg to express loyalty
to our most Graclous Sovereign,
and to thank Your Excellency for
the Speech you have been pleased
to address to Parliament,

DR. DADOUR (Subiaco) [4.41 pm.I: I
do not think the Premier will be pleased
when he hears what I have to say.
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Mr. J. T. Tonkin: The Deputy Leader of
the Opposition can ask his questions with-
out notice next week.

Dr. DADOUR: I am sure the Premier will
not be happy after he hears what I have to
say.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: I am not thin-skinned,
so you can say what you like.

Dr. DADOUR: I will give it to the Prem-
ier where he needs it. I inteng to confine my
rernarks to local government. It is at this
level in this State where the Labor Party
has fallen down. I feel so ashamed when I
look at the report which I have before me
and then look across the Chamber to see
all those members who are supposed to
represent the people. But they do not repre-
sent the people; they represent only groups
of people. It is we, on this side of the
House, who represent the people.

Mr, J. T. Tonkin: Particularly vested
interests.

Dr. DADOUR: I will get to the Premier
shortly! I have a letter here which I intend
to read because I have caught him now.
This will be the third time I have read this
letter in the House, but on previous occa-
sions the Premier has not been present.

Mr, J. T. Tonkin: ¥You represent, par-
ticularly, vested interests.

Dr. DADOUR: I represent my electorate
just as all the other members on this side
of the House represent theirs.

Mr. Graham: That goes for us on this
side, too.

Dr. DADOUR: By appeinting the, Boun-
daries Commission the Government has put
fear and trepidation into the minds of the
people. The report that has been issued
by this commission leaves so much to be
desired.

Mr. Graham: It has been made as a re-
sult of your legislation.

Mr. Nalder: What a pitiable excuse.

Mr. Graham: Yes, it was introduced by
your Government.

Dr. DADOUR: The members on the other
side of the House are using the report in
a way that was never intended. They are
putting fear and trepidation into the minds
of the people. Last year a report appeared
in the Press that there was corruption on
the part of certain members of a local
authority. The local autority was not
named and as a result practically every
local authority in Western Australla was
under a cloud and in fear of being accused
of corruption. I made it known to the
House and to the people of Western Aus-
tralia that the local authorities should be
retieved of this fear by being told what
was going on. I made it known that the
Subiaco City Council was the local auth-
ority concerned. That was one way by
which fear and trepidation was builf up
in the minds of those in local government.
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Then the Boundaries Commission was
appointed and produced this report which
I have in front of me and in which I find
so much wanting. For example, the Boun-
daries Commission was given not one term
of reference. Surely, when a Minister
appoints a commission to investigate cer-
tain matters it is his duty to give that
commission certain terms of reference. If
I am wrong and he did lay down certain
terms of reference for the guidance of the
commission, no mention is made of them
here. This is ahother example of the in-
timidating methods that are being used. I
believe that the Minister said to the mem-
bers of this commission, “The green light
is on! Get out and cut up the local auth-
orities!”

When I read this report I was more con-
vinced that this was the attitude adopted
right from the beginning. The members
of the commission were acting under orders
to chop up the local authorities without
any thought being given to the people.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: If you believe that,
you will believe anything.

Dr. DADOUR: In this report to men-
tion is made of the people. It is the most
shocking report I have ever seen. All that
is contained in the report is a small sum-
mary concerning what the local authority
considers should be the area within its
boundaries; and whether it wishes to re-
main the same size or to become larger.

This is how shocking it is when we have
a Government which is supposed to be
catering for the little people. However,
what is it doing? It is slowly choking them
and I hope it succeeds in doing so hecause
then no-one will ever have faith in this
Government again. I have lost faith in
it. I look at members opposite and say,
“My goodness.”

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: How can you lose
what you have never had?

Dr. DADOUR.: I came here with a com-
pletely wide open mind.

Mr. Brady: As & Liberal or an Inde-
pendent?

Dr. DADOUR: There would probably
not have been anyone less political than
myself in this House,

Mr. Brady: Why did you not stand then
as an Independent instead of a Liberal?

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: We have had no evi-
dence of that.

Dr. DADOUR: I would have had fewer
political ideas than anyone else. I believed
that we could work together to clear things
up, but I found out I had to get down tc
the same dirty level as everyone else here,

Mr. Graham: You paragon of virtue!

Dr. DADOUR: I am very adept at it now
and could give a few lessons to the Minis-
ter for Sewerage.
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The first report of the Boundaries
Commission consisted of a map only and
then later we received a written report.
After having read it I am more convinced
than ever that never at any time had the
commission thought of the people. It had
blithely divided all the area into units con-
taining 40,000 inhabitants, and we will see
why in 2 moment.

No thought has been given to cultural
differences or anything else despite the
fact that a great number of differences
occur in the various suburbs. We know
the experience of the past with football
clubs. The West Perth Football Club plays
on the Leederville Oval owned by the Perth
City Council. The Subiaco club plays on
the Subiaco Oval run by the Subiaco Coun-
cil. The East Fremantle Club plays at
East Fremantle; and so we have these
identities. Yet this Government is hell
bent on destroying them. I have analysed
the matter and I know. It is purely poli-
tical. I do not know why the Govern-
ment should be so hell bent in this direc-
tion because it amounts to political sui-
cide. This was proved in East Fremantle
and Subiaco where the people demon-
strated viciously to indicate that they will
not tolerate this treatment. The result
was that the Premier has, I presume, told
his Minister that a Royal Commission will
be held to hear objections rather than have
Caesar judge Caesar; that is, rather than
have the Boundaries Commission hear the
objections.

A loss of the personal representation will
result. Each councillor will represent a
greater number of ratepayers, and will not
be able to do so in an honorary capacity
because he will not have the time. In this
way party politics will creep in and local
government could become & training ground
for State Parliament. Who knows?

Another political aspect will be that no
longer will the ordinary working man be
in a position to afford to stand for elec-
tion.

Because of the greater number of people
for whom the councillors must cater, the
ratepayers will not be able to contact their
councillors so readily and have their little
problems solved, Local government is
back-yard government. It is for the people
and is at their level. It is true that local
government is called upon to do many
things.

According to the report local authorities
will be called upon to undertake far more
work than they have done in the past. They
will have their own bitumen works and
cement works. They will have to obfain
machinery of all descriptions which means
that they will become semi-governmental
works and very little work will be offered
to private enterprise. At the moment bri-
vate enferprise undertakes this work and
completes it quickly and cheaply. It has
been proved time and time again that when
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a Government department becomes large
the inefficiency increases and this is not
as it should be.

Under the new system we will have
many paid public and semi-publi¢ servants.
The little man will no longer be able to
stangd for election because he will be unable
to afford to do so whereas today he must
find only $100 or $200 for this purpose.

Onee the local authorities are increased
in size the age-old problem of party politics
will creep in.

I would like to refer to the report of the
Boundaries Commission which interviewed
all the metropolitan councils, cities, towns,
and shires, and received submissions from
them, All the submissions are summarised
at the back of the report. I have here the
complete submissions from the Nedlands
and Subiaco Councils but these submissions
have been considerably condensed in the
report. In fact the swmmary consists of
about two or three lines and much relevant
data has been omitted. On the other hand
all the relevant data submitted by the Town
Planning Department, the Main Roads
Department, the Secretary for Local Gov-
ernment, the Commissioner of Public
Health, the Government Statistician and,
goodness knows why, the State Librartan
has also heen included,

The request of the Town Planning
Department is included—almost a full
page—and portion of it reads—

We concluded that town planning
interests would be best served by
fewer, more financial municipal dis-
tricts.

The Main Roads Department deals with
the matier under several headings includ-
ing “Existing Local Authority Boundaries”,
“Urban Arterial and Sub-arterial Roads”,
“Statutory Road Grants”, “Area and
Population”, "Shape and Location’, etc.
The last few lines of the summary read—
The Boundaries Commission gave
careful consideration to the views of
the Main Roads Depariment, and
whilst agreeing with the majority of
the criteria suggested, considered that
the proposals were too far reaching at
this stage of development in the
metropalitan region.

Only 11 local authorities were requested.
The report stated that the proposals were
too far-reaching at this stage of develop-
ment which means that the Boundaries
Commission is looking even further ahead
and will again reduce the number of local
authorities.

The Commissioner of Public Health
stated that the essential need for public
health administration is that a district be
economically viable. This is the only time
in the whole report that the word “viable”
is used, so obviously it is not thought that
viability means a thing. Why does the
Commissioner of Public Health say this?
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I will tell members. It is because not so
very long ago he moved to Peppermint
Grove and he is enjoying the nice sur-
roundings and low rates there, He does not
want to be moved and so0 he does not com-
mit himself.

The report of the State Library Board is
of no significance, The only point raised is
that another library will be required in
Claremont.

Then we come to the Local Government
Department and here we have the real evil
—of all Government departments. It is
just unable to cope. The Local Gov-
ernment Department discussed the matter
under the headings of “Minimum Effective
Revenue”, “Adequate Representation®,
“Optimum Physical Size of a District”,
“Borrowing Powers”, and “Public Rela-
tlons”. This js the greatest joke of all
times—public relations. I have never in
my life been so 1l when reading anything
as I was when I read that. Let us deal! with
these items, the first one being “Minimum
Effective Revenue”. Each council or unit
will require qualified personnel such as
engineers, town planners, ete. When we
consider these officers at local government
level we realise we are getting near the
bottom of the barrel.

I say this because anyone who may be
good is employed in private enterprise. So
many times local authorities end up with
those from the hottom of the barrel but
they are asked to employ them. Who pays
for them? The ratepayers. However, that
is of no significance as I will demonstrate
shortly. With regard to the size of dis-
tricts the idea 15 that as little time as poss-
ible should be spent in travelling, but that
is about all that says. With regard to
adequate represeniation, the idea is that
we must not lose the personal touch be-
cause it is important. When a unit con-
sists of 40,000 people the personal touch
is lost almost completely.

The next item is “Borrowing Powers” and
this is the real crux of the matter. The
normal borrowing power of a counecil is
$400,000. If two local suthorities amalga-
mate the borrowing power will still he
only $400,000 and this is why some of the
proposed amalgamations have not been
carried out; that is, the fear. concerning
borrowing powers. ‘This leads me to pose
the question: How much does it cost the
State Government for the administration
of local authorities? The answer is that it
does not cost the Government a bean be-
cause the local authorities pay all ex-
penses from the rates they levy and from
Commonwealth Government grants. Con-
sequently I do not know why the Govern-
ment is griping itself, thus putiing itself
in so badly with the ordinary people.

Now we come to the crux of the matter
—public relations. What do we mean by
public relations? I know what I mean, but
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I do not think these on the Boundaries
Commission do. About four or five weeks
ago I was knocking on doors in a certain
street in West Leederville. I notice that
the Premier is leaving the Chamber. I
hope he will come back because I have a
letter to read to him.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: I will look after my-
self. You look after yourself.

Dr. DADOUR: I have a letter to read
to the Premier.

When I was engaged in the doorknock-
ing in West Leederville I realised that some
people were living in fear because they did
not know what would eventuate. They
knew they would have to vacate their
homes within 2 certain time but they did
not know how long it would he, The
Perth City Council has put the fear of
the Lord into them because it has indi-
cated that it wants their property to make
way for a freeway. The council com-
menced to buy up the houses and made a
real shambles of the situation. It bought
houses and then found that it had to let
them. TFrom what I could find out, it
seems that the Perth City Council bought
the wrong house on one occasion and had
to resell it. It was the wrong site.

Before all this happened, a notice ap-
peared in the Government Gazette in June,
1971, stating that the freeway would take
a certain route. The only people who knew
about that were the ones who actually
read the Government Gazelte. One gentle-
man whom I know found that it would go
over the top of his house and he was not
at all pleased. In September of the same
year the route had bheen altered.

I told the people in West Leederville
1 would try to find out for them what was
happening. Inquiries of the Perth City
Council proved fruitless. I then ascer-
tained that the Town Planning Depart-
ment could perhaps be of assistance. I
contacted the department and an officer
arranged for a gentleman from the Main
Roads Department to be present at the
time of the interview. After two minutes
I realised that the man from the Megin
Roads Department had all the data I
needed. He was an extremely good offi-
cer and gave me evervthing I needed
openly and quickly. I told the people con-
cerned what was going to happen and they
were extremely pleased to know this. Even
though they had to vacate their homes
they were pleased to know the approximate
dates. I had to act as public rela-
tions officer for the Perth City Coun-
cil, the Town Planning Department,
and the Main Roads Department.
Surely these organisations have their own
public relations officers, but apparently
they are not doing any work. All mem-
hers at some time have found in their elec-
torates that they must go out themselves
and ascertain what is going on.
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This happens because Ministers are
rubber stamps. They do not have their
fingers on the pulse of their portfolios.
Through not knowing the details them-
selves, the Ministers are rubber stamps to
commissioners or departmental heads.
Even when a Minister acts as a rubber
stamp he should, at least, be a buffer
between the bureaucrats and the Iittle
people. In my opinion some Ministers have
a great deal of soul searching to do.

We cannot expect people to be pushed
around any longer. These people have been
pushed and pushed. Some have lived in
their homes for up to 50 years but are now
being forced to vacate them. Some have
already vacated them. All must leave to
enable certain stages of the freeway to be
proceeded with, Some will leave in Febru-
ary next, some in June, and the balance in
1975.

The problem of public relations in local
government could he overcome through
communiecation between the council and
the ratepayers. It is believed by the Depart-
ment of Local Government that this can be
achieved best in a municipality with suf-
tieient financial resources by employing a
public relations officer or by keeping
people informed through a publication
issued by the council and directed to
electors.

I act as my own bublic relations officer.
I do all my own work. I act as my own
social worker in my capacity as a general
practitioner; if I did not, I would not bhe a
complete general practitioner. I must keep
my finger on the pulse of everything to be
able to give adequate care and attention.

The Government Statistician's report is,
in my opinion, ho argument at all. He is
merely saying, “If the boundaries are alter-
ed, alter them to fit in with our machinery.”

I now move on to the deliberations of
the Lnecal Government Boundaries Com-
mission. The commission talks about size,
approach, and whether the word “local”
should or should not be retained; the
commission believes it should be retained.
It talks of ratable size and says it should be
sufficient to allow for all the amenities to
be supplied.

On the question of rates, I make the
point that if the City of Subiaco were to
charge the rates which the Perth City
Council charges, to justify those rates it
would have to build a concert hall bigger
and better than the one recently built in
Perth and another Beatty Park peol, In
fact, this would happen every five or six
years because of the amount of money that
would be received in rates.

The report states that Subiaco should be
swallowed by the Perth City Council. I am
using Subiaco as my reference because I
know the applicable flgures. The Premier
himself would know the position in East
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Fremantle and Fremantle. The Boundaries
Commission talks of a community of
interest and it is interesting to read the
following—

We find it extremely difficult to de-
fine “community of interest" and in-
deed this has been so in other cases
which have been referred to us.

In other words, the Boundaries Com-
mission cannot define it. Initially, the
commission thought “community of inter-
est” means that an individual eats, sleeps,
lives, shaps, and enjoys his recreation in
the cne area. It would be rather stupid for
me to attempt to surf in the City of Subi-
aco area. Obviously the commission has no
idea of the meaning of the term. To me
“community of interest” means the number
of social ciubs and service organisations in
an area; it means the people are proud to
live there, and te see new huildings erected
and improvements to the parks and lakes
etc.

The Minister for Water Supplies would
know that most of the water levels in the
metropolitan area are falling gresatly.
Shenton Park Lake is fairly low and, be-
cause of this, we have built a retaining
wall, about two feet high, to stop the banks
subsiding and undermining the trees sur-
rounding the lake. There were many bro-
tests from people because they felt that
the long-necked tortoise would not be able
to leave the lake, take the customary trek
across the reoad, and lay eggs in the gar-
dens of the neighbouring houses, Consequ-
ently we put in ramps so that the tortoises
could leave the lake. This action did not
make some people completely happy, but
they are havpy enough. This is only one
point of community interest which I have
mentioned.

Details are given in the report as to how
much it costs to administer councils of dif-
ferent sizes in the metropolitan area. Ad-
ministration costs per ratepayer are higher
in smaller councils than in larger ones.
It then talks of per capita population and
rate rrvenue per taxpayer. It also men-
tions the number of square miles each
council in each area represents in addi-
tion to the number of people each coun-
cillor represents. Nowhere in the report is
specific reference made to the rates
charged in the various areas. Apparently,
this is of no significance. It does not seem
tn matter if the municipality is such that
its rates are low; that pecple receive effi-
cient, fast service; and thai amenities are
supplied in that area.

The significant factor, according to the
report, is that municipalities must be of
a certain size to allow for qualified people
to adminijster them. ‘The commission ab-
vinusly did not give thought to the smaller
auzhorities which make use of private
anterprise. Many make use of a consui-
tant architect or town planner. Of course,
it is much cheaper for larger authorities
to employ such people on a full-time basis.
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Often it happens that those who work in
this way at local government level are at
the bottom of the barrel; if they were any
gocd they would be in private enterprise.

Let us use the best available for the
cheapest cost. We use private contractors
for our roads and it is far cheaper than
the cost to other authorities which employ
their own people to do the work, includ-
ing the bituminising. It is far cheaper to
construct kerbing by using private enter-
prise.

Not one word is said about interviewing
councillors to ascertain their views. We
do not know whether respective councils
consider themselves to be viable. There
is nothing about what a municipality
means to the people concerned. It is not
simply the fact that rates may rise. Auth-
orities will lose their identity if they are
taken over. This has happened in the past.

West Leederville is like a scrap heap. If
the arterial roads were routed through the
area of Subiaco, the council would do
everything in its power to let the people
know whose properties would be resumed.
It would act in every way to try to please
the people. The Perth City Council left
the people in West Leedervilie for dead.
The matter was handled by the Town
Planning Department and the Main Roads
Department and the people did not know
where they were. Waest Leederville is the
forgotten part of the Perth City Counecil.

Let us look at Victoria Park. There has
heen no end to the complaints from resi-
dents in Victoria Park because they feel
they have not been given a fair deal by
the Perth City Council. This kind of thing
has been allowed to go on.

The law at the moment virtually states
that the Minister for Local Government
may join two or more municipalities or
may annex one part from another, and
he may do this with nothing more than
the approval of Cabinet and the granting
of permission by the Governor.

Mr. Moiler: The Minister does not do
this without consultation.

Dr. DADQUR: The Minister may consult
with the Boundaries Commission but there
is nothing to say he must do this; the
Minister can take action independently of
the Boundaries Commission.

It has been suggested that a referendum
should be held when it is proposed that
local autherities be annexed. To hold a
referendum and to decide, by a majority
of the voting, to unite would surely be a
much better way to handle the situation.
This would do away with standing over
various local authorities in a willy-nilly
way. At the moment it is proposed that
some be taken over completely and there
would be no chance of any redress. The
authorities concerned will never forget
what is happening. The holding of a
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referendum would remove the dark cloud
which hangs continually over the heads
of local authorities.

I have here a letter, dated the 24th
January, 1968, addressed to the Town Clerk
of the Subiaco City Council. It reads—

In accordance with the request of
those present at the recent meeting
between the various local authorities
effected by alterations of boundaries
in the Local Government Assessment
Committee’s report, I arranged an ap-
pointment with the Hon. J. T. Tonkin,
Leader of the Opposition and report as
follows—

I informed Mr. Tonkin of the meet-
ing that had been held and who parti-
cipated ard outlined details of the pro-
posed action to be taken by the auth-
orities with regard to having a Depu-
tation to the Minister, I then asked
if it would be possible for either him-
self or another member to introduce
a Private Member's Bill making it
compulsory for a referendum to be
conducted of those effected before any
amalgamations take place.

Mr. Thompson: Who said that?

Dr. DADOUR: The letter is from the
Town Clerk of the Town of East Fre-
mantle to the Town Clerk of the Sublaco
City Counecil.

Mr. Thompson: To whom did it refer?

Dr. DADOUR: Mr. J. T. Tonkin, who
was then the Leader of the Opposition—
a bosition we hope he will hold again next
year. The letter continues—

Mr. Tonkin asked me to pass on to
the representatives that he was pre-
pared to arrange for a Bill to be intro-
duced if the authorities so desired, but
whether he introduced the Bill or an-
other member, would be decided at a
later date when it could be assessed
wirﬁa,t would be the best interest of the
Bill.

Mr. Tonkin also stated that as the
Party favours reference of matters
such as this to the people concerned
for decision, they would have no hesi-
tation in supporting a proposal that
before amalgamation takes place, the
matter should be referred to the people
concerned by way of referendum.

We will see how the Premier reacts next
week.

Mr. O’Neil: That is astounding. Keep
the letter.

Dr. DADOUR: I would like to know how
he will get out of that one.

Mr. Thompson: He did not hear you.

Dr. DADOUR.: He was Ustening to me
with one ear. Many of the existing muni-
cipalities, although not large in size, are
viable in the sense that they are provid-
ing a good service and the rates are
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reasonable. It is my belief that our only
way to remove this dark cloud from over
their heads is to conduct a referendum
amongst the people concerned as fo whe-
ther or not ecertain councils should be
amalgamated, This would be the demo-
cratic way and the only way to do it. I
am sure that the Liberal Party would have
changed the legislation years ago had
it realised that something of this nature
could occur.

I do not believe a Royal Commission to
examine the report of the Boundaries Com-
mission will help very much, The Boun-
daries Commission has made a report, and
it is very difficult to undo the effects of
a report especially when members con-
cerned have already been swamped with
many opinions.

The SPEAKER: The honourable mem-
ber has five minutes.

Dr. DADOUR: In my opinion a decision
to amalgamate should only be made as the
result of a referendum—and then a high
percentage vote in favour of the proposal
should be required to make it valid.

Mr. Graham: Would you agree that all
people in a municipal district should have
the vote? Or perhaps you are thinking of
a referendum on a restricted franchise
basis.

Dr. DADOUR: A referendum of all the
people. It is my belief that people paying
rent are in the same position as ratepayers.

Mr. Graham: Such people are entitled
to be enrolled now, but I was thinking of
adult children living with parents.

Dr. DADOUR: Yes, all residents of 18
years or older.

Mr. Graham: In other words, people on
the Legislative Assembly roll.

Dr. DADOUR: Yes, that would be fair
enough, but I helieve amalgamation
should take place only after a high per-
centage poll. I feel we would need a 40 per
cent. poll before it could be recognised as
an authentic poll.

Mr. Graham: Would you favour optional
or compulsory voting?

Dr. DADOUR: I do not care personally
but local government elections are optional
at the moment and I believe a referendum
such as this should follow local government
policy.

Mr. Moiler: Do you also support adult
franchise for council elections?

Dr. DADOUR: I would not ohject to that.

Mr. Graham: Such a system operates
nearly everywhere in the world except in
Western Australia.

Dr. DADOUR: In other words, local
government elections could be based on
State and Federal rolls,
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Mr. Graham: There are too many Tory
Governments in Western Australia—for
instance, the Legislative Council,

Dr. DADOUR: In fairness to people in
the areas which will he affected by any
amalgamation, I feel we should conduct a
referendum. The people may then make
their own choice. Each Iocal municipality
has its own community interests and the
people residing in the area are proud of
this fact. Representation on the council is
such that the residents have easy access
to their councillors,

The residents in the affected areas have
made such strong representations about the
proposed amalgamation, I feel we should
come to their assistance. People who sup-
port different political parties have expres-
sed the same view. I believe that many
people who have always been Labor Party
supporters will now change their vote, and
it takes a lot to change a man’s loyalty
from one party to the other. In my opinion
the Government will be in trouble if it does
not closely examine this question.

MR. E. H M., LEWIS (Moore) [5.23
p.m.): May I commence my brief con-
tribution to the motion for the adoption
of the Address-in-Reply by congratula-
ting the member for Blackwood, not only on
his election and his maiden speech, but
also on his more recent contribution to
the debate. I have read that “the word
Lewis denotes strength”, and—

Mr., Davies: Walt a minute—I hope
there is no nepotism there?

Mr. E. H. M. LEWIS: —I hope that the
strength of his argument will match the
strength of his voice to enable him always
to stand up for the people he represents.

Mr, H, D. Evans: Is he related?

Mr. E. H M. LEWIS: He played the
ball sedately back along the pitch in his
maiden speech, but in his second contri-
bution to the debate, he slogged the Gov-
ernment all over the paddock.

I would like to make the comment that
I hope in future questions and copies of
Hansard, the member for Blackwood and
I will be distingulshed by initials, as is
the case with the member for Narrogin
and the member for Wellington. No mat-
ter how delighted I may be to accept the
speeches of the member for Blackwood, I
wowld not like to inflict upon him the
anguish of accepting mine.

On Tuesday the Premier replied at
length to a question asked by the member
for Dale about the publication At the Half
Way Markx., This publication has been re-
ferred to frequently, and we were {old that
it cost approximately $607. I believe we
must aceept that Governmenis are entitled
to issue statements which could be taken
as political propagande from the Premier's
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Office. However, I take exception to such
propaganda when it spills over into depart-
mental publications.

Mr. H. D. Evans: It is good stuff, though.

Mr. E. H M. LEWIS: I have here the
latest issue of the newsletter issued by the
Aboriginal Affairs Planning Authority. The
newsletter is printed by the Government
Printer and is dated March, 1973. The
editor is Mr. T. Long, who is a community
liaison officer, and the publications officer
is Mr. G. Lorkin. I do not know the lat-
ter gentleman, but I have considerable re-
spect for Mr. Long who was an officer of
the former Native Welfare Department.
I believe he did an extremely good job
in that department.

During my term as a member of this
House, I have come into contact with many
public servants but I have never heen con-
cerned about the political philosophy they
follow personally; my only concern has
been that they perform their work in a
satisfactory way. I repeat, I have always
found that Mr. Long performed his duties
satisfactorily.

In the early part of this publication is
an article headed, “Comment”. It is not
signed at all, so I assume the suthor is
either the editor or the publications offi-
cer. However, it may be someone else.

The important point is that I do not be-
lieve commenis of this type should appear
in departmental newsletters. I realise
that departmental officers now have the
right to criticise Governments if they so
desire. Members will remember I did
make the point that during the term of
the previous Government, we gave earnest
consideration to ways and means to lib-
eralise the principles in relation to permit-
ting public servants the right to criticise.
if they so wished. I do know that con-
sultations took place, at the behest of the
Government, between the then Director-
General of Education and the then Public
Service Commissioner. We now know that
public servants and teachers are free to
criticise. However, I do not think the
political views of public servants should
intrude into departmental publications. I
will quote from the article—

Once again, dramatic and significant,
changes have taken place in the con-
duct of Aboriginal Affalrs. The
Labor Party's election victory has
heralded yet another approach to the
generally unco-ordinated and piece-
megal history of the relationship be-
tween the Aboriginal people and a
long succession of State and Federal
Governments.

For the first time, the election plat-
form of the new Government featured
the plight of the Aborigines within the
Commonwealth as a major political
issue. The performance of Mr. Whit-
lam’s Government, to date, has borne
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out these election promises and the
new Minister for Aboriginal Affairs Mr.
G. M. Bryant, has shown not only a
deep empathy for the people in his
charge but a commendable impatience
to get on with the job. Events are
really moving and large and realistic
infusions of money for housing, health
anddemployment are being adminis-
tered.

Then it goes on to quote what the New
York Times had to say about this, Among
the statements published by the New
York Times appears the following—

“Australia’s real test, ag far as the
rest of the world and particularly our
region is concerned, is the role we
create for our own Aborigines,” Mr
Whitlam told the voters. More than
anything else, this would be the thing
on which Australia, would be judged
*"not just now, but in the greater per-
spective of history."” He promised that.
a Labor Government would abolish
discriminatory laws and egive the
Aborigines ownership of their tradi-
tional lands.

Then it concludes—

Mr. Whitlam’s efforts to bring justice
to a long-oppresséd minority in Aus-
tralia should command the attention of
governments in other countries which
are confronted with comparable prob-
lems.

That is the end of the quotation from the
New York Times, That was, of course,
before Wounded Knee. When I was Min-
ister in charge of Aboriginal affairs T made
a sincere endeavour to do this, and I can
say the same of one of my predecessors, the
present member for Swan. We always tried
to treat the Aboriginal problem ¢n a non-
party basis. We never tried to make poli-
tical capital out of it. I think every Govern-
ment in turn, and each Minister saddled
with the responsibility—I will not use the
word “conirol” hecause I do not think
anyone confrolled the problem—has, I
helieve, done his best to make brogress in
what is a difficult and long-term joh.

I wish the present Minister the same
success in his endeavours. I repeat that
Ministers in the past have never tried
to make political capital out of Aboriginal
welfare and I hope others never do. There-
fore I deplore all the more the attempt to
read into this some psarty political props-
ganda.

It is true that the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment has made available g great deal
more money towards implementing the
policy of the ultimate assimilation of
Aborigines, but in my view-—and I believe
the member for Swan will agree with me
on this—it is not just a question of money.
Money helps, but we must get a response
from these people and we will not get a
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response from them in the way we desire—
that is towards eventual assimilitation—
unless we pay much greater attention to
instilling in them & sense of responsibility.
Whilst there are some Father Christmases
going around giving them handouts and
buying them stations, this in itself will get
them nowhere.

Mr. Bryant, the Commonwealth Min-
ister, has stated that he will spend
$5,000,000 a year on buying sheep stations
for Aborigines. The buying of sheep stations
in itself, and the appointing of over-
seers and other men to manage the sheep
stations does not mean that the Aborigines
will engender sufficient interest in them
to make them economic propositions for
themselves. Today, in answer to a question,
we heard that $305,194 is to be spent on
the Warburten Ranges. I was particulgrly
interested in this. A survey was made of
the economic possibilities of the Warburton
Ranges, but in view of the fact that the
annual rainfall at the Warburton Ranges
is only three inches a year—although in
some years it has been known to be 10
inches—it was considered that it was
neither a cattle nor a sheep proposition and
those conducting the survey suggested that
the only avenue available there for
Aborigines was for them to be employed
as tourist guides.

However, tourism depended on the up-
grading of the road from Laverton to
Giles. It is a distance of 365 miles from
Laverton to the Warburton Ranges, and
Giles is much further on than that. If
the Commonwealth Government intends
to spend money to upgrade that road with
a view to encouraging tourists to visit the
area, there may be some logic in the argu-
ment that the expenditure of such money
would provide some tourist development
in the Warburton Ranges. Nevertheless,
I am afraid, like earlier ventures that have
been started in that area in an endeavour
to get the Ahorigines interested in mining
ventures, this one will prove to be a fail-
ure. I do not want to say that the expen-
diture of such money Is being wasted, but
to a great extent consideration is not be-
ing given to what the Aborigines them-
selves really want, In fact their only de-
sire is to enjoy life and this is not un-
natural. All people want to enjoy life, but
most of us have learned that what we
eventually enjoy we must first pay for.

In this House we had a statement of
policy tabled by the Minister representing
the Minister for Community Welfare. This
was read on Tuesday last. The statement is
headed, “Australian Aboriginies. A State-
ment of Policy, Western Australia.” The
statement is undated and unsigned. The
name of the author does not appear on it.
We do not know whether the author is the
Minister for Community Welfare or not.
The only indicatlon we have of when the
report was issued is the Legislative Assem-
bly stamp that has been placed on it

[ASSEMBLY.]

showing the date it was received in this
House. That is the only date that appears
on it.

This is a statement of poelicy. We cannot
quibhkle at that, because it is consistent
with the statements of policy we have fol-
lowed for many years. The wording is
different, but, in substance, it is just the
same as statements that have been made
in the past. The Minister for Community
Welfare went on to say that this statement
has been issued with the full approval of
the Aboriginal Advisory Council. The Ab-
original Advisory Council was set up, and
the chairman is Mr, Davis. I am not
criticising Mr. Davis, but I do knew that
Aborigines less than 100 miles from Perth
will net recognise Mr, Davis as their leader.
They dissociate themselves from many of
his statements.

I am now speaking of some of the more
responsible Aborigines, but I would point
vut that even the more responsible of them
progress so far and then, unfortunately,
revert to their natural way of life. I know
one man who is much better than the av-
erage. He hes what I call a degree of
principle. When he gets into trouble and is
locked up, his response to the suggestion
that his wife and family should take ad-
vantage of the social service benefits avail-
ahle to them is: “I do not want any Gov-
ernment to look after my wife and family;
I am able to look after them myself.” He
has always refused to accept any charity in
the way of social service benefits. I have
told the Chamber this to indicate the man-
ner of man he is. His income would aver-
age over $100 a week throughout the year.
Even he has been known to leave his job
on a farm without any notice being given
to his employer. During harvesting time
when all the operations have to be co-ordi-
nated in the morning, on many occaslons
this man has not turned up and it has been
found that he has gone into smoke, When
he returns and the employer has something
to say to him, he expresses his apologies
and says he appreciates the difficult posi-
tion in which he has placed his employer.
He settles down for ancther fortnight or
three weeks and then disappears again.

I have heen frying to get a house for
him at Miling, because he has expressed a
desire tc eobtain a house in which to live
at that centre. I have been unable to con-
tact this man at the present time. His
mother lives at Moora and she has told me
that she does not know where he is. This
is the degree of irresponsibility to which
these people revert. I suppose that at some
time in the future they will overcome this
tendency, but let no Minister, including
Mr. Bryant, think he will solve this prob-
lem in the life of one Parliament or one
Government, because it is a long-term job.

I have every sympathy for any Minister
who is saddled with this responsibility. I
do not go along with all the handouts that
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are being made to Aborigines because this
will only encourage the Aborigines or any-
once else into thinking, “"Now that Father
Christmas has come around everything in
the garden will be lovely.” The implemen-
tation of such a policy will, in many in-
stances, kill them with kindness.

I will now deal with one of the two
matters that might be considered to be
parochial, and yet may have applica-
tion over a wide area of the State. I
again make g plea to the Minister for Edu-
cation to give some further consideration
to reducing the payments made by parents
under the subsidised school bus service.

Last year I sought the permission of the
Minister to peruse the file on school bus
services and he was good enough to make
the file available to me at the Education
Department. I subsequently wrote to him
and quoted the file number so that he could
easily refer to the page on the file, and I
mentioned that at the time there were 34
instances where parents, who have to con-
tribute to a subsidised school bus service,
were paying up to $1 a day per family.
This was at Marvel Loch. Other parents, at
Halls Creek, were paying $5 a day to trans-
port children from a station to a school
three times a week. There are also other
parents at Dandaragan in the same posi-
tion. These contributions agegregate $83
a week, or $2500 a school year., I
suggest that steps be taken to relieve these
parents of the burden of having to make
such contributions. A contribution has to be
made by those who participate in the sub-
sldised school bus service. I appreciate that
there are many parents in the metropolitan
area who are obliged to transport their
children some miles, perhaps to a school
bus or some other form of transport. I make
the suggestion to the Minister that even if
he cannot see his way clear to reduce the
total contribution paid by the parents he
should ab least reduce it to a maximum of
50c a week, which is the contribution made
gy parents whose children travel on M.T.T.

uses.

The Minister was good enough to reply
to my Ietter and I am not going to be harsh
on the Minister by criticising his raply, but
nevertheless I would like him to have
another lock at this matier. I do not agree
with the reasons he gave me for rejecting
this request, because I do not think they
will hold up. In his letter the Minister
sajd—

Apparently contributions by in-
dividual parents are made only where
a profit motive exists or where some
parent requires a closer service than
that officially approved by the Educa-
tion Department.

I do not think there are many parents

who would use the suhsldised school bus

service unless the qualifying distance was

met. In many cases these people enjoy a
(NRA)
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contract service, but the numbers have
dropped, and I pay a tribute to the Minis-
ter who, instead of insisting that the num-
should remain at 12 where the number of
school children falls to, say, 11, allowed the
contract system to continue. I commend
the Minister for that action.

The SPEAKER.: Order!
much audible conversation.

Mr. E. H. M. LEWIS: He said that this
wouid continue until at least the end of
the year when a review would be made.
He said—

I am also advised that, if the
parental contribution is waived or
limited to & set figure, the way would
be opened for subsidised bus operators
to demand higher rates of paymeni
since they would be aware that any
increases would he a charge wupon
Government funds and not borne by
individual parents.

I am sure a way could be found to counter
that one. I can appreciate the difficulty.
When we raised the subsidy from 10c¢ per
loaded mile to 12¢ I met with the same
objections from the department, but I
countered them by saying that we would
raise it to 12c¢ and if a higher rate were
desired the operators would have to justify
it. I believe that we can overcome this
point if we make up our minds to do so.

In answer to a question by the member
for Mt. Marshall the department said that
it was not aware of the maximum amount
being paid by parents as this was private
information, However, I am sure the de-
partment could obtain the information if
it so desired. It reminds me of an ex-
verience in my younger days when I was
out with a girl. T told her that where
there is a will, there is a way, but her reply
was that where there is no will there is
no way, This can be said of the depart-
ment. If it desired to obtain the informa-
tion it would find ways and means to do
§0.

I hope the Minister will give further
consideration to this matter because it
involves a burden on a comparatively few
parents who are singled out by virtue of
their unfortunate ecircumstances to make
a contribution which is far and above that
made by parents in other parts of the
State. Therefore I hope the Minister will
give further consideration to this problem.

I wish now to briefly touch on three re-
ports although not necessarily in the order
in which they were presented. The first
is the Stern report on agricultural educa-
tion which has been before the Minister
for & considerable time. Last year when
I asked whether the Minister would imple-
ment any of the recommendations in that
report his answer was that it hed been
referred to an officer of the Education De-
partment for advice on the priority in

There is too
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which the recommendations should be im-
plemented—or words to that effect. I
realise that some of the recommendations
represent long-range planning, but we
have not heard any more about the re-
port, and I would be interested to know
at some time whether the Minister has
given further consideration to it. Members
of our party particularly are interested in
those recommendations.

Mr. T. D. Evans: Would you outline to
me how far your party would like to have
them implemented?

Mr. E. H. M. LEWIS: My party has
already made its recommendations on the
implementation of the report and T am
sure that these will be readily available
to the Minister without the necessity for
me to go into them now.

The second report with which I wish to
dea! is the Enox report on pre-school edu-
cation. I appreciate that the Minister has
been subjected to some criticlsm for not
having made up his mind on this matter.

Mr. T. D. Evans: He has made up his
mind all right,

Mr. E. H, M. LEWIS: He has not made
his thoughts known to the House,

Mr. T. D. Evans: Not yet.

Mr. E. H. M. LEWIS: Some people have
said to me, “What is the use of the Gov-
ernment appointing someone to make
a report if it is not going to act
on it?” I replied that it is easy to have
something investigated, but when the re-
commendations entail the expenditure of
a considerable sum o¢f money a Govern-
ment has the right to indicate that, for
very obvlous reasons, it cannot implement
them.

As an ex-Minister I know the difficulties
which would be involved in implementing
the Knox report, but it will be interesting
indeed to hear the Minister's comments
on what part if any he proposes to imple-
ment in due course.

The last report with which I will deal—
and this is the final matter on which I
will touch—is the report by Mr. Dett-
man on discipline in secondary schools,

In my understanding, the Inquiry was
not made at the instance of the Minister.
In the preface to the report Mr. Dettman
said—

In December, 1971, in response %0
concern expressed by the Executive of
the State School Teachers' Union of
Western Australia over what they
viewed to be a deterloration of stan-
dards of discipline in secondary schools
in this State, I set up 2 committee—

Mr. T. D. Evans: That is right. This
was dgone at the instigation of Mr. Dettman
himself.

[ASSEMRBLY.)

Mr. E. H. M. LEWIS: The report of the
inguiry is a big one and it makes fairly
heavy reading. The inquiry was conducted
in some depth.

Mr. Nalder: Have you read it?

Mr. E. H. M. LEWIS: I have read the
report but I have not read all the
appendices.

The appendices give some idea of the
questionnaires that were sent out not only
to what are termed “administrative
officers” and senior officers of schaols but
also to school teachers, students, and
parents.

There is one revealing fact in the report.
It was always my belief—apparently quite
an erroneous one—that indiscipline in
schools stemmed from a minority of uni-
versity students. I had the idea that their
bad example was spilling over to secondary
students. However, the report reveals quite
the contrary. It reveals that indiscipline
in schools is greatest in the second year
and then tails off to practically nil in the
fifth year.

Mr. W. G. Young: They have to get
down to work then.

Mr. E. H M. LEWIS: At that stage
the youngsters are clder and more serious-
minded. Perhaps they are going on to a
professional life and they are more re-
sponsible. They apparently give up this
silly nonsense. The teachers designated the
incidence of indiscipline as follows—

%
First year ... ... 6
Second year ... ... 5%
Third year ... ... 32
Fourth year ... .2
Fifth year ... 1

The number of school teachers contacted
was 2,062, which shows the depth at which
the inquiry was conducted.

The 54 school administrators who were
contacted designated the incidence of in-
discipline as follows—

Boys Girls

Yo %

First year e 4 Nil
Second year e 41 67
Third year e B 3
Fourth year ... 3 Nil
Fifth year . Nil Nil
Upper school 1 Nil
Lower school ... 32 24

The upper school comprises the fourth and
fifth years, and the lower school comprises
the first, second, and third years.

Mr. Nalder: Is there any reference to
children leaving school during that period?

Mr. E. HL M. LEWIS: Yes. A wealth
of information is given in the repert—the
types aof discipline, and so on. Question-
naires were conducted among the students.
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The number of first-year students con-
tacted was 1,407; second-year, 1,392; third-
year, 1,295; fourth-year, 393; and fifth-
year, 373

Mr. Nalder: Is this the dropout rate?

Mr. E. H M. LEWIS: No. Those are
the numbers of studenis contacted about
their views on indiscipline, whether it had
interfered with their studies, and so on.
It would he worth while for mem-
bers to read the report. It is readily avail-
able and there {s a wealth of detail at the
beck of it.

A number of recommendations were
made, the main one, in my view, being
that there should be greater communica-
tion between the school, the students, and
the parents. Altogether, I think it is a very
satisfactory report.

I noticed in the paper this morning or
last night a statement that not many
people had commented on the report. 1
thought I would make a comment. I do
not know whether I have added anything
that people did not already know, except
perhaps that apparently indiscipline does
not stem from university students. Uni-
versity students may he glad to know about
that.

I should spesk about water suppiles be-
cause I asked a question on this matter
today. While I commend the member for
Avon in pushing the claims of his area—
and I say “hear, hear” to that—I hope any-
one who is in a dry area will be relieved of
the water problem &s quickly as possible. I
will lend my support wherever it may be
required.

I point out that when the boundaries of
the comprehensive scheme were originally
drawn, at least in the electorate of Moore
the shire boundaries were followed. As
everyone knows, shire boundaries zigzag
around in an arbitrary fashion, so that a
property which is completely dry could be
just over the fence from a shire included in
the scheme. That property would not be
considered because it is outstde the scheme,
while some properties inside the boundartes
which are well supplied with water could
receive more water because they are within
the boundarles of the scheme.

In any future consideration of the exten-
sion of water schemes, I hope the Minister
and his department will give prior con-
sideration to the places where water is
needed, irrespective of whether or not they
are within the original boundaries. The
original houndaries have been departed
from in what is known as the “modified”
scheme. Certain parts of the Mt. Marshall
area have now been supplied, whereas
formerly they had no chance because they
were outside the boundaries.

There is an area east of Pithara and
Dalwallinu, and west of Ballidu, which is
very dry and it is impossible to find water
there in dams or bores. The farmers at
Bindi Bindi have been forced to cart water
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for a long time. Although the advisory
committee has made loans available to
them, dam sites cannot be found. Some
dams have been put down, but it takes more
than putting down a dam to obiain a water
supply if the dam cannot be filled. There
has not been sufficient rain to fill the dams
for years, and the only thing that can be
done is to hook that area up to the com-
prehensive water scheme. I suppose some
of these dry areas will have to wait in the
queue until the member for Avon is satis-
fled; but no button off his shirt—good luck
te¢ him! I will not he the one to say his
area should stand aside. Let all dry areas,
wherever they are, be supplled as soon as
possible, but let us not confine our atten-
tion to the boundaries of the comprehen-
sive water supply scheme.

Mr. Hutchinson: The pity is that part
three of the comprehensive scheme will not
start.

Mr. E. H. M. LEWIS: This is s0, and it
Is no new experience. The Commonwealth
Government can spend £5,000,000 a year
to buy sheep stations which are doubtful
propositions for the benefit of Aborigines
but when it comes to making loans on
reasonable terms to the States for the re-
ticulation of water the Commonwealth will
not agree. When we were in Government
the Commonwealth made us a loan but the
terms were most severe. Had we not wanted
the water so much we would have told the
Commonwegalth to keep its loan. In any
event, we did receive & loan.

We now want more money from the
Commonwealth. The Gavernment should
make another approach, particularly as the
Commonwealth Government is in a gener-
ous, Father Christmas mood. I have an
ides the Government could be successful in
such an approach, particulariy towards the
end of the present calendar year. 1 wish
the Minister luek in that one.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr.
Hartrey.

House adjourned at 6.01 p.m.

Legislative Conuril

Tuesday, the 27th March, 1973

The PRESIDENT (The Hon. L. C. Diver)
took the Chair at 430 pm., and read
prayers.

QUESTION WITHOUT NOTICE
LOCAL GOVERNMENT BOUNDARIES
Report of Commission

The Hon. I. G. MEDCALT, to the Min-

ister for Local Government:

(1) On what daite did the Local Gov-
ernment Boundaries Commission
meake its report to the Minister on
metropolitan  municipal boun-
daries, 1972?



